
AND THEIR DERIVATION 


F. PETER LISOVVSKI 


GHARLES E. OXNARD 


ANATOMIGAL 

TERMG 


AND THEIR DERIVATION 


This page intentionally left blank 



ANATOMIGAL 

TERMS 

AND THEIR DERIVATION 


F. PETER LISOVVSKI 

LJniversity of Tasmania, Aostralia 


GHARLES E. OXNARD 

Dniversity of VVestern Aostralia, Australia 


World Seientifie 


NEVVJERSEY • LONDON • SINGAPORE • BEIJING • SHANGHAI • HONGKONG • TAIPEI • OHENNAI 



Piiblished by 

World Seientifie Piiblishing Co. Pte. Ltd. 

5 Toh Tuck Link, Singapore 596224 

USA offìee: 27 Wan'en Street, Suite 401-402, Haekensaek, NJ 07601 
UK ojfiee: 57 Shelton Street, Govent Gai'den, London WC2H 9HE 


British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data 

A eatalogne reeord for this book is available from the British Library. 


ANATOMieAL TERMS AND THEIR DERIVATION 

Copyright © 2007 by World Seientifie Pnblishing Co. Pte. Ltd. 

All rights resen^ed. Thisbook, orparts thereof maynotbe reprodneed in anyform orbyany 
means, eleetronie or meehanieal, inelnding photoeopying, reeording or any information 
storage and retrieval system now known or to be invented, without written permissionfrom 
the Pnblisher. 


For photoeopying of material in this volume, please pay a eopying fee throngh the 
Copyright dearanee Center, ine., 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, USA. In 
this ease permission to photoeopy is not required from the pubhsher. 

ISBN 981-270-387-X(pbk) 

Typeset by Stallion Press 

Email: enquiries @ stalhonpress.com 


Printed in Singapore. 


ANATOMIGAL TERMS AND 
THEIR DERIVATION 


Anatomy is gradually disappearing from the medieai curricuium. 
This is partiy because the curricuium is overerovvded and something 
has to go. It is aiso because medieai education assumes that 
anatomy’s main vaiue is for surgery and vviii be iearnt iater by beginning 
surgeons. Yet anatomy for surgery is, paradoxicaiiy, the ieast of the 
reasons for doetors to knovv anatomy. There is, thus, a minor “surgery” 
of generai praetiee that requires anatomy in situations vvhere it eannot 
be “iooked up.”The knife for a sebaceous eyst in the neek easiiy ieads to 
paraiysis of the trapezius if anatomieai knovviedge has gone (or never 
existed). The needie at the eibovv or buttock readiiy causes probiems 
if the simpie anatomy is absent (or has disappeared). Even the finger 
(touching — paipation) or the eye (iooking — observation) misiead if 
vvhat is under the skin has been forgotten (or vvas never knovvn). 

Thus, the use of anatomy is vvideiy misunderstood; it is eertainiy 
far vvider than just surgery. Anatomy heips understand signs and 
symptoms. Do vve knovv hovv the ioeai anatomy of speeiai skin regions 
reiates to oedema: svveiiing of the baek of hand and foot in the 
upright patient, svveiiing around the eyes in the iying patient, svveiiing 
of the genitaiia (espeeiaiiy aiarming to the patient in a eardiae bed) 
in the sitting patient? Anatomy is important in eiinieai tests. Do vve 
understand: the opposite side test, pressing in ieft iiiae fossa giving 
pain in right iiiae fossa in appendieitis; the obturator test, flexing and 
mediaiiy rotating the right thigh causes pain from a peivie appendix 
iying on the obturator muscie? Anatomy is important in everything 
vve do in medieine. Do vve knovv that accuracy in observation and 
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deseription stem first from observation and deseription in anatomy? 
Do we reaiize that anatomieai terms are the voeaboiary of medieine, 
not just anatomy: how doetors communicate with one another, and 
with the patient? 

Learning anatomy is aiso wideiy misunderstood; it is eertainiy far 
wider than just memorization of faets. Of course, memorization is an 
important aid to iearning in aii diseipiines. Paradoxicaiiy, this is one of 
the reasons for eiiminating anatomy; it seems that it does not need 
to be iearnt; it ean be “iooked up.” However, the information in texts, 
iists, pictures, notes, mnemonies and memory (rote-iearning) though 
aii usefui initiaiiy, disappear in short order. Anatomy is oniy truiy known 
through understanding the underiying seienee; deveiopment: how it 
eame to be during a iife time; evoiution: how it eame to be in myriads of 
iife times;function:how itworks;experience:how it is used;appiication: 
when it goes wrong. 

Anatomy ean be iearnt from text-books, atiases, modeis, 
proseetions and computers.This is seeond hand iearning. 

It ean aiso be iearnt from many bodies, of the iiving as weii 
as the dead, of teaehers, feiiow students, heaith eare coiieagues, 
patients, and of one’s own body as weii as the patient’s. This is 
powerfui first hand iearning: iistening, speaking, discussing, using, 
and above aii, questioning. Questioning is the finai basis of iearning. 
Aii this communication requires an interfaee between the ianguage of 
medieine and the ianguage of iife. 

Aii this ieads to a new probiem for today’s students. In prior times, 
students were often reiatives of doetors or other professionais aiready 
possessing a medieai flavour; they usuaiiy had Engiish as their first 
ianguage; they had bioiogieai and eiassieai backgrounds; they aiready 
“knew” what the words meant. In today’s world, in eontrast, many 
students are from ianguage groups (Asia, Afriea, Eastern Europe, the 
Middie East) far removed from Engiish; many iaek the eiassies and 
bioiogy that utiiize the words (in Austraiia, bioiogieai seienees are not 
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even required at entry); many are baffled by the language of medieine. 
Such students ask: 

“Why do things have such compiex names?” 

“If only we knew the meaning it would be easier to understand!” 

The teaeher of the old days who could have enlightened them is almost 
extinct. The following text provides some of the information that those 
teaehers might have given. It has been tested on medieal students 
in the LJniversities of Tasmania and Western Australia. The student 
response has been mostgratifying.Thesmall pocketword bookis truly 
a yade mecum that goes with the student into all parts of medieine. 

Anatomy began as deseriptive seienee in the days when Latin 
was the universal seientifie language, and early anatomists deseribed 
the structures they saw in that language, eomparing them to eommon 
and familiar objeets, or borrowing terms from the Greek and Arabie 
masters before them. 

In anatomie terminology, eommon Latin or Greek words are used 
as such for any part of the body for which the aneients had a name. 
For many other structures, seientifie names have been invented (1) 
by using eertain elassieal words which appear to be deseriptive of the 
part eoneerned, or (2) eommonly, by eombining Greek or Latin roots 
to form a new compound term. Memorization of such terms without 
understanding their meaning ean lead to mental indigestion. Here, the 
roots are also presented from which many of these deseriptive terms 
and compounds are derived, as an aid to eomprehension. For praetieal 
eonvenienee, the book is organised into abbreviations, prefixes and 
suffixes, general terms eommon to all body regions, short lists for eaeh 
major body part, and an alphabetieal list eovering the entire body. 

For a wider vocabulary, the use of a standard biologieal or medieal 
dietionary is reeommended. 

Our thanks go to Ms Jill Asehman, Seeretary of the Anatomy and 
Physiology Department who did the original word proeessing, and 
to Dr K. K. Phua and Ms Lim Sook Gheng of World Seientifie. Most 
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important thanks of all go to generations of medieal stodents in all 
the medieal sehools in which we have worked. Their questions about 
meanings have stimulated our answers and this poeket book. 

Hobart and Perth FPL 

CEO 

2006 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


AS. Anglo-Saxon 
A. Arabie 
dim. diminotive 

F. Freneh 
Ger. German 

G. Greek 
L. Latin 

NL. “New” Latin 
OF. Oid Freneh 
pi. piurai 
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eOMMONLY USED PREFIXES 


Prefix 

Meaning 

Exampie 

a-, an- 

G. iaeking, without 

asexuai, without sex 

ab- 

L. away from 

abduction, iead away 

ad- 

L. to, toward 

adduction, iead towards 

af- 

L. to, toward 

afferent, bring towards 

amphi- 

G. on both sides. 

amphiarthrosis, two 


doubie 

joints 

andro- 

G. a maie 

androgen, maie 
producing 

ante- 

L. forward, before 

antebrachium, forearm 

anti- 

G. against, reverse, 
opposed to 

antiheiix, reverse eoii 

apo- 

G. from 

apoerine, seereting from 

auto- 

G. autos, seif 

autonomic, seif 
governing 

basi- 

L. pertaining to the 

basiocciput, oeeipitai 


base 

base 

bi- 

L. twice, doubie 

bieipitai, two heads 

braehy- 

G. short 

braehyeephaiy, short 
head 

eephaio- 

G.head 

eephaiometry, head 

measure 

circum- 

L. around, about 

circumduction, iead 

around 

ehondro- 

G. ehondras, 

ehondroeyte, eartiiage 


eartiiage 

eeii 
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Commonly Used Prefixes 


co-, eom-, eon- 

L. together, with 

eonstrietor, draw together 

de- 

L. away from, down 

degiutition, swaiiow down 

di- 

G. doubie, twice 

diapiegia, both sides 

di-, dia- 

G. through, between 

diaphragm, waii between 

dis- 

L. apart, away 

disarticuiate, joint apart 

e-, eeto-, ex- 

G. on outer side 

eetoderm, outer iayer 

extra- 

L. extra, outside 

extradurai, outside the 

dura 

em-, en- 

G. in, on 

emboiism, wedge inside 

en-, endo- 

G. within 

endocardium, within 

heart 

epi- 

G. upon, over 

epicardium, over heart 

eu- 

G. the better of 

eugenics, better 


aiternates 

generation 

exo- 

G. outside 

exophthaimos, buiging 
eye 

extra- 

L. outside 

extraceiiuiar, outside the 

eeii 

gastro- 

G. gaster, stomaeh. 

gastroeoiie reflex. 


beiiy 

stomaeh-eoion reflex 

heiieo- 

G. twisted 

heiieotrema, twisted hoie 

hemi- 

G.haif 

hemisphere, haif a 
sphere 

hoio- 

G. whoie 

hoioerine, whoie 

seeretion 

homo- 

G. one and the same 

homoiogous 

hyper- 

G. over, above, 
excessive 

hypertrophy, over growth 

hypo- 

G. under, defieient. 

hypothaiamus, beiow the 


beiow 

thaiamus 

im-, in- 

L. not 

immature, not mature 

infra- 

L. beiow 

infraorbitai, beiow orbit 
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inter- 

L. betvveen 

intervertebrai, betvveen 

the vertebrae 

intra- 

L. inside, vvithin 

intramuscuiar, vvithin 

muscie 

intro- 

L. vvithin, into 

introspeetion, iook inside 

iso- 

G. equai 

isometrie, equai measure 

maero- 

G. big, iarge 

maeroeyte, iarge eeii 

mega- 

G. great 

megaioeyte, iarge eeii 

meta- 

G. ehange, after 

metaearpai, after the 
carpus (vvrist) 

mes-, meso- 

G. middie 

mesogastrium 

miero- 

G. smaii 

mieroseope, iooking 
smaii 

myo- 

G. mys, muscie 

eombining form of 
muscie 

neuro- 

G. neuron, nerve 

eombining form of nerve 
(tendon, see 
aponeurosis) 

omni- 

L. omnis, aii 

omnipotent, aii powerfui 

omphaio- 

G. eombining form 
(omphalos) 

signifying the navei 

00- 

G. oon, egg 

ooeyte, egg eeii 

ortho- 

G. orthos, straight. 

orthograde, straight 


direet 

waiking 

osteo- 

G. osteon, bone 

osteoeyte, bone eeii 

para- 

G. by the side of 

paravertebrai, beside the 
vertebrae 

peri- 

G.around 

peritoneum, stretehed 
around 

post- 

L. after, behind 

postaxiai, behind the axis 

prae-, pre- 

L. before 

prenatai, before birth 

pro- 

G. before, for 

pronephros, before 


kidney 
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Commonly Used Prefixes 


re- 

L. again, baek 

refleet, turn baek 

retro- 

L. baekvvard, behind 

retroperitoneai, behind 
the peritoneum 

semi- 

L. haif 

semimembranosus, haif 

membranous 

sub- 

L. under 

subciavius, under 

eiavieie 

supra- 

L.above 

supraspinatous, above 
spine 

sym-, syn- 

G. together, vvith 

symphysis, synostosis 

trans- 

L. aeross 

transpyiorie, aeross 
pyiorus 

ultra- 

L. in excess, beyond 

uitrasonic, beyond 
(audibie) sounds 
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eOMMONLY USED SUFFIXES 


Suffix 

Meaning 

Exampie 

-algia 

G. algos, pain 

neuralgia, nerve pain 

-eoele 

G. koilia, hollovv 

blastoeoele, hollovv eell 

ball 

-eetomy 

G. ek-tome, cutting out 

appendieeetomy 

-form 

L. forma, shape 

fusiform, spindle shaped 

-graph 

G. graphein, to vvrite 

radiograph 

-itis 

G. suffix indieating 
inflammation 

conjunctivitis 

-logy 

G. logos, treatise, vvord, 
study of 

pathology 

-oid 

G. eidos, form, 
resemblanee 

mastoid, breast shaped 

-opia 

G. opsis, sight 

diplopia, double vision 

-pathy 

G. pathos, suffering 

sympathy 

-rhoea 

G. rhein, to flovv 

diarrhoea 

-seopy 

G. skopein, to vievv 

endoseopy 

-tomy 

G. temnein, to cut 

hystereetomy 

-uria 

G. ouron, urine 

haematuria, blood in urine 
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TERMS eOMMON TO ALL 
ANATOMIGAL REGIONS 


Abductor. 

Aberrant. 

Aeeessory. 

Adductor. 

Adhesion. 

Adipose. 

Aditus. 

Adnexa. 

Adventia. 

Afferent. 

Agonist. 

Anaiogy. 

Anastomosis. 

Anatomy. 

Aniage. 

Annuius. 

Anomaiy. 

Antagonist. 

Antefiexion. 

Anterior. 

Anteversion. 

Apertura. 

Apoerine. 


L. ab, away, + ducere, to lead. 

L. ab, away, + errare, to stray. 

L. accessorius, supplementary. 

L. ad, to, + ducere, to lead. 

L. adhaereo, to stlek together. 

L. adeps, fat. 

L. aditus, openlng. 

L. ad, to, + nexus, bound. 

L. ad, to, + venire, to eome. 

L. ad, to, + ferre, to earry. 

G. agonistes, rlval. 

G. ana, aeeordlng to, + iogos, treatlse. 

G. anastomoein, to brlng to a mouth, cause 
to communlcate. 

G. ana, apart, + tennein, to cut. 

Ger. an, on, + iegen, to lay (a laylng on — 
primordium, precursor). 

L. anuius (annuius), a rlng. 

G. an, wlthout, + nomos, law. 

G. anti, agalnst, agonistes, rlval. 

L. ante, before, + flexere, to bend. 

L. ante, before. 

L. ante, before, + versio, turnlng. 

L. apertura, openlng. 

G. apo, from, + krinein, to separate. 
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Aqueous. 

Arreetor. 

Artefaet. 

Artery. 


Articulation. 

Aspera. 

Asthenie. 

Atavistie. 

Ataxia. 

Ateieetasis. 

Atresia. 

Atrophy. 

Autonomic. 

Axiai. 

Axis. 

Axon. 


L. aqua, vvater. 

L. arrigere, to raise, thus arreetores pilorum, 
smaii muscies in skin that ereet the hairs. 

L. arte, by art, + factus, made. 

G. aer, air, + terein, to keep (L. arteria, 
vvindpipe); aneient beiief that biood vesseis 
eontained air. 

L. artus, joint, articuiatus, iittie joint, 
pi. articuiationes, joints. 

L. asper, rough. 

G. a, vvithout, + sthenos, strength. 

L. atavus, grandfather. 

G. a, vvithout, + taxis, order. 

G. ateies, ineompiete, + eetasis, expansion. 

G. a, vvithout, + tresis, hoie. 

G. a, vvithout, + trophe, nourishment. 

G. autos, seif, + nomos, iavv. 

L. axis, axie of a vvheei, the iine about vvhieh 
any body turns. 

L. axis, axie of a vvheei. 

G. axon, axis. 


Basal. 

Bifid. 

Bifurcate. 

Bilateral. 

Biventer. 

Brevis. 

Bulbus. 

Bulla. 

Bursa. 


L. basis, footing, base. 

L. bis, tvvo, + findere, to eieave. 

L. bis, tvvo, + furca, fork. 

L. bi, tvvo, + iatus, side. 

L. bis, tvvo, + venter, beiiy. 

L. brevis, short. 

L. buibus, buib, svvoiien root. 

L. buiia, a bubbie; henee spherieai in shape. 
L. bursa, a purse; henee purse-shaped 
objeet. 



Terms Common to All Anatomieal Regions 


Galear. 

Calcification. 

Callous. 

Canaliculus. 

Cancellous. 

eapillary. 

Capsule. 

eardinal. 


eartilage. 
Caruncle. 
Cauda, caudal 
Cava. 

Cavernosus. 

Cavum. 

ehorda. 

ehorion. 

ehoroid. 

Circumflex. 

eollagen. 

eollateral. 

Colliculus. 

eolloid. 

Comes. 

eomitans 

(pl. eomitantes). 

Commissure. 

Communicans. 

Convolution. 

Corpus 

(pl. eorpora). 


L. ealear, spur. 

L. calx, llme, + faeere, to make. 

L. as above, nevvly formed bone at fracture 
slte. 

L. eanalis, vvateplpe. 

L. eaneelli, lattleevvork. 

L. eapillaris, pertalnlng to the halr. 

L. dlm. of eapsa, box. 

L. eardinalis, pertalnlng to a door hlnge, on 
vvhleh somethlng Important or fundamental 
hlnges. 

L. eartiiago, grlstle, eartllage. 

L. dlm. of earo, flesh, any fleshy emlnenee. 

L. cauda, tall. 

L. cavus, -a, -um, hollovv or eave. 

L. eaverna, a hollovv or eave. 

L. cavum, a hollovv or eave. 

G. ehorde, strlng of gut, eord. 

G. ehorion, skln. 

G. ehorion, skln, + eidos, shape, llkeness. 

L. circum, around, + flexere, to bend. 

G. kolla, glue, + L. gen, begetter of. 

L. eon, together, + latus, slde. 

L. colliculus, llttle hlll. 

G. kolla, glue, + eidos, llkeness, shape. 

L. eomes, eompanlon. 

L. eomitari, to aeeompany. 

L. commissura {cum + mittere), eonneetlon. 
L. communicans, communlcatlng. 

L. eon, together, + volvo, to roll. 

L. body. 
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Corpuscle. 

Grista. 

Cruciate. 

Crus (pl. crura). 

Cutaneous. 

Cuticie. 

Cutis. 

Cyst (adj. eystie). 


L. corpusculum, little body. 

L. erista, erest. 

L. crux, eross. 

L. crus, leg. 

L. cutis, skin. 

L. cutis, skin. 

L. cutis, skin. 

G. kystis, bag, bladder, pouch. 


Decussation. 

Deferens. 

Dendrite. 

Depressor. 

Dermai. 

Dermatome. 

Dermis. 

Detritus. 

Detrusor. 

Distai. 

Diverticuium. 

Dizygotie. 

Dorsai. 

Duct. 

Ductuie. 


L. decussatio, interseetion of two lines, as in 
Roman X. 

L. de, away, + ferens, earrying. 

G. dendros, tree. 

L. de, down, + premere, to press. 

G. derma, skin. 

G. derma, skin, + temnein, to cut. 

G. derma, skin. 

L. deterere, to rub away. 

L. detrndere, to push down. 

L. distare, to stand apart. 

L. divertere, to turn aside. 

G. dis, twice, + zygoo, join together. 

L. dorsum, baek. 

L. ducere, to lead or draw. 

L. ducere, to lead, dim. 


Eetoderm. 

Effeetor. 

Efferent. 

Eminenee. 

Emissary. 

Endoehondrai. 

Endoderm. 


G. ektos, outside, + derma, skin. 

L. effieere, to bring to pass. 

L. ex, out, + ferre, to bear. 

L. e, out, + minere, to jut. 

L. e, out, + mittere, to send. 

G. endon, within, + ehondros, eartilage. 
G. endon, within, + derma, skin. 
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Endomysium. 

G. endon, vvithin, + mys, muscle. 

Endoneurium. 

G. endon, vvithin, + neuron, nerve. 

Endosteum. 

G. endon, vvithin, + osteon, bone. 

Endoskeieton. 

G. endon, vvithin, + skeletos, dried up. 

Endotheiium. 

G. endon, vvithin, + thele, nipple. 

Epidermis. 

G. epi, on, + derma, skin. 

Epimysium. 

G. epi, upon, + mys, muscle. 

Epineurium. 

G. epi, on, + neuron, nerve. 

Epitheiium. 

G. epi, on, + thele, nipple. 

Eversion. 

L. e, out, + vertere, to turn. 

Exocrine. 

G. ex, out, + krinein, to separate. 

Extension. 

L. extendo, extend. 

Extensor. 

L. ex, out, + tendere, to streteh. 

Extrinsic. 

L. extrinsecus, on the outside. 

Exudate. 

L. ex, out, + sudare, to svveat. 

Faseia (pl. -iae). 

L. faseia, band. 

Fascicuius. 

L. faseis, bundle. 

Fenestra. 

L. fenestra, vvindovv. 

Fibre, Fiber. 

L. fibra, fibre, string, thread. 

Fibrii. 

NL. fibrilla, a little thread. 

Fibrobiast. 

L. fibra, fibre, + blastos, bud. 

Fibroeartiiage. 

L. fibra, fibre, + eartilago, gristle. 

Fiiament. 

L. filamentum, thin fibre. 

Fissure. 

L. fissura (findo), a eleft. 

Fistuia. 

L. fistula, pipe. 

Fiaeeid. 

L. flaccidus, vveak. 

Fiexor. 

L. flexus, bent. 

Foiiieie. 

L. folliculus, a small bag. 

Foramen. 

L. foramen, hole. 

Form. 

L. forma, shape. 

Fossa. 

L. fossa, diteh, ehannel, something dug. 

Fundiform. 

L. funda, sling, + forma, shape, likeness 
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Fundus. 

L. fundus, bottom. 

Funicular. 

L. funis, rope. 

Fusiform. 

L. fusus, spindle, + forma, shape, 
likeness. 

Germinai. 

L. germen, bud, germ. 

Germinative. 

L. germen, bud, germ. 

Gestation. 

L. gestare, to bear. 

Giand. 

L. glandula, dim. glans, aeorn, pellet. 

Giia. 

G. gloia, glue. 

Habitus. 

L. habitus, eondition of the body. 

Haemai, hemai. 

G. haima, blood. 

Hemipiegia. 

G. hemi, half, + plege, stroke. 

Hemisphere. 

G. hemi, half, + sphaira, ball. 

Hemogiobin, 

Haemogiobin. 

G. haima, blood, + L. globus, sphere. 

Hemopoietie, 

Haemopoietie. 

G. haima, blood, + poietikos, ereative. 

Hiium. 

L. hilum, a small thing. 

Hoioerine. 

G. holos, vvhole, + krinein, to separate. 

Homoiogy. 

G. homos, same, + logos, treatise. 

Hormone. 

G. hormaein, to excite. 

Humor. 

L. humor, moisture, fluid. 

Hypaxiai. 

G. hypo, under, + L. axis, eentre line, axis 

impiantation. 

L. in, in, + plantere, to plant. 

impression. 

L. in, in, + premere, to press. 

incisura. 

L. ineidere, to cut into. 

inductor. 

L. inducere, to lead on, excite. 

innervation. 

L. /n, in, + nervus, nerve. 

insertion. 

L. in, in, + serere, to plant. 

integument. 

L. in, over, + tegere, to eover. 
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Terms Common to All Anatomieal Regions 


interealated. 

L. inter, betvveen, + ealare, to eall, Inserted 
or plaeed betvveen. 

Interdigitating. 

L. inter, betvveen, + digitns, dlglt, interloeked 
by flnger-llke proeesses. 

Interstitial. 

L. inter, betvveen, + sistere, to set, thus 
plaeed In spaees or gaps. 

Intima. 

L. intima, Innermost. 

intrinsie. 

L. intrinseens, Invvard. 

Invagination. 

L. in, In, + vagina, sheath. 

Inversion. 

L. /n, In, + vertere, to turn. 

Juxtaposition. 

L. juxta, near, + positio, plaee. 

Karyoeyte. 

G. karyon, nucleus, nut, + kytos, eell. 

Karyolysis. 

G. karyon, nucleus, nut, + lysis, loosenlng. 

Kinetie. 

G. kinesis, movement. 

Laeerate. 

L. laeerare, to tear. 

Lacuna. 

L. Iacuna, pond. 

Lamella. 

L. dlm. of lamina, leaf. 

Lamina (pl. -ae). 

L. lamina, thln plate. 

Lateral. 

L. lateralis (latus), pertalnlng to a slde. 

Leucocyte, 

Leukocyte. 

G. leukos, vvhlte, + kytos, eell. 

Ligamentum. 

L. Iigamentum, a bandage. 

Lipid. 

G. lipos, fat, + eidos, resemblanee. 

Lobus. 

G. lobos, lobe. 

Locus. 

L. locus, plaee. 

Lymph. 

L. lympha, sprlng vvater. 

Lymphoeyte. 

L. lympha, sprlng vvater, + G. kytos, eell. 

Maerophage. 

G. makros, large, + phagein, to eat. 

Maeroseopie. 

G. makros, large, + skopeo, 1 see. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Marginal. 

Matrix. 

Meatus (pl. -us). 
Medial. 

Median. 

Megaloblast. 

Membrane. 

Meroerine. 

Mesenehyme. 

Mesoderm. 

Mesothelium. 

Metabolie. 

Metaphase. 

Metaplasia. 

Mieroseope. 

Mierosome. 

Mitoehondria. 

Mitosis. 

Monoeyte. 

Morphology. 

Mucus. 

Muscle. 

Myology. 

Myotome. 


L. marginalis {margo), bordering. 

L. matrix {matei), womb, groundwork, mold. 

L. meatus, passage. 

L. medialis {medius), pertaining to the middle. 
L. medianus, in the middle. 

G. megas, big, + blastos, bud. 

L. membrana, skin. 

G. meros, portion, + krinein, to separate. 

G. mesos, middle, + en, in, + ehymos, juice. 
G. mesos, middle, + derma, skin. 

G. mesos, middle, + thele, nipple, henee 
middle lining layer. 

G. metabole, ehange. 

G. meta, after, + phasis, appearanee. 

G. meta, after, + plasma, formed, molded. 

G. mikros, small, + skopeo, I look. 

G. mikros, small, + soma, body. 

G. mitos, thread, + ehondrion, grain. 

G. mitos, thread. 

G. monos, single, + kytos, eell. 

G. morphos, form, + logos, treatise. 

L. mucus, G. muxa, snivel, slippery 
seeretion. 

L. musculus, little mouse. 

G. mys, muscle, + logos, treatise. 

G. mys, myos, muscle, + tome, a cutting. 


Neerosis. 

Neeropsy. 

Nerve. 

Neural. 

Neuralgia. 


G. nekrosis, a killing. 

G. nekros, eorpse, + opsis, sight. 

L. nervus, G. neuron, eordlike structure, 
nerve, tendon. 

G. neuron, nerve. 

G. neuron, nerve, + algos, pain. 
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Terms Common to All Anatomieal Regions 


Neuraxon. 

Neurilemma. 

Neuroblast. 

Neuroectomy. 

Neuroglia. 

Neuroiogy. 

Neuron. 

Neuropii. 

Neuropore. 

Node. 

Norma. 

Normobiast. 

Nucieoius. 

Nucieus. 


G. neuron, nerve, + axon, axis. 

G. neuron, nerve, + lemma, husk, sheath. 
G. neuron, nerve, + blastos, bud. 

G. neuron, nerve, + ektome, excision. 

G. neuron, nerve, + glola, giue. 

G. neuron, nerve, + logos, treatise. 

G. neuron, eordiike structure, sinew, tendon; 

equivaient of L. nervus, henee, nerve. 

G. neuron, nerve, + pllos, feit. 

G. neuron, nerve, + poros, hoie. 

L. nodus, knot. 

L. norma, ruie, square used by earpenters, 
henee standard viewpoint. 

L. norma, ruie, + blastos, bud. 

L. nucleus, nut. New derivation “smaii 
nucieus.” 

L. nucleus, nut. 


Occiusion. 
Oedema, Edema. 
Oestrus, Estrus. 

Oiigodendrogiia. 

Opposition. 

Organ. 

Orifiee. 

Os. 

Osseous. 

Ossieie. 

Ossifieation. 

Osteone. 

Osteoeyte. 

Osteoiogy. 


L. ob, before, + claudo, I eiose. 

G. oldema, sweiiing. 

G. olstros, stinging inseet, stung into aetivity 
at time of heat. 

G. ollgos, few, + dendron, tree, + glola, giue. 
L. ob, in the way of, + posltus, piaeed. 

L. organum, impiement. 

L. orlflclum, opening. 

L. os, bone. 

L. os (pi. ossa), bone. 

L. osslculum, smaii bone. 

L. os, bone, + faeere, to make. 

G. osteon, bone. 

G. osteon, bone, + kytos, eeii. 

G. osteon, bone, + logos, treatise. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Osteolysis. 

Ostium. 

Paradox. 

Paraesthesia, 

Paresthesis. 

Paraganglion. 

Paralysis. 

Paramedian. 

Paraplegia. 

Parasympathetie. 

Paraxial. 

Paresis. 

Pathology. 

Perichondrium. 

Perimysium. 

Periosteum. 

Phagoeyte. 

Phenotype. 

Physie. 

Physis. 

Piriform. 

Plaeode. 

Plantigrade. 

Plasma. 

Platelet. 

Pleomorphie. 

Plexus (pl. -us). 

Poikiloeyte. 

Polymorphonuclear. 


G. osteon, bone, + lysis, melting. 

L. ostium, door. 

G. para, alongside of, + doxa, belief. 

G. para, alongside of, + aisthesis, sensation. 

G. para, along, beside, + ganglion, knot. 

G. para, alongside of, + lyein, to loosen. 

G. para, alongside of, + mesos, middle. 

G. para, alongside of, + plesso, I strike. 

G. para, alongside of, + sympathetikos, 
sympathetie. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. axis, axle. 
G.paresis, relaxation. 

G.pathos, disease, + logos, treatise. 

G.peri, around, + ehondros, eartilage. 
G.peri, around, + mys, muscle. 

G.peri, around, + osteon, bone. 

G. phagein, to eat, + kytos, eell. 

G. phainein, to display, + typos, type. 

G. physikos, natural. 

G. phyein, to generate, henee an outgrowth. 
L. pirum, pear, + forma, shape, likeness. 

G. plax, anything flat. 

L. planta, side of foot, + gradior, to walk. 

G. plasma, something formed. 

OF. plate, plate. 

G. pleon, more (or many) + G. morphos, 
forms. 

L. plexus, plaiting, braid. 

G.poikilos, diversified, + kytos, eell. 

G. polys, many, + morphe, form, + 

L. nucleus, nut; henee mixed term. 
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Terms Common to All Anatomieal Regions 


Pore. 

L. porus, passage. 

Porta. 

L. porta (pl. -ae), gate. 

Portal. 

L. porta (pl. -ae), gate. 

Portio. 

L. portio, part. 

Porus. 

G. poros, passage. 

Primordial. 

L. primordiom, beglnnlng. 

Processus. 

L. proeessos, golng forvvards. 

Proehordal. 

G. pro, In front of, + ehorde, eord. 

Profundus. 

L. profundus, deep. 

Progesterone. 

G. pro, before, + gerere, to bear. 

Promontory. 

G. promontorium, mountaln rldge. 

Proprioeeptor. 

L. proprius, speelal, + eapere, to take. 

Proptosis. 

G. pro, before, + ptosis, falllng. 

Proseetor. 

G. pro, before, + L. seeare, to cut. 

Protoplasm. 

G. protos, flrst, + piasma, form. 

Protuberance. 

L. protubero, 1 svvell. 

Proximal. 

L. proximus, next. 

Pyknie. 

G. pyknos, eompaet. 

Pyknosis. 

G. pyknos, eompaet. 

Pyramid. 

G. pyramis, pyramld. 

Pyriform. 

L. pirum, pear, + forma, shape. 

Quadrangular. 

L. quattuor ìour + L. anguius, four angles 

Quadratus. 

L. quadratus, squared. 

Quadriceps. 

L. quattuor, four, + caput, head. 

Quadrigeminus. 

L. quadrigeminus, four-fold, four. 

Radiele. 

L. radix, root. 

Radix. 

L. radix, root. 

Ramify. 

L. ramus, braneh, + faeere, to make. 

Ramus. 

L. ramus, braneh. 

Raphe. 

G. raphe, seam. 

Reeeptor. 

L. reeipere, to take baek, reeelve. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Reeess. 

Refleet. 

Reticulocyte. 

Reticulum. 

Retraetion. 

Retraetor. 

Rostrum (pl. -a). 

Rotator. 


L. recessus, retreat. 

L. refleeto, to turn baek. 

L. reticulum, little net, + kytos, eell. 
L. reticulum, little net. 

L. re, baek, + trahere, to draw. 

L. retrahere, to draw baek. 

L. rostrum, beak. 

L. rotare, to whirl about. 


Sae. 

Sacculus. 

Sagittal. 

Sareolemma. 

Seala. 

Selerotie. 

Sebaceous. 

Sebum. 

Sigmoid. 

Sinister. 

Sinus (pl. -us). 
Sinusoid. 

Soma. 

Somatie. 

Somatopleure. 

Somite. 

Splanehnie. 

Spongiosum. 

Spongioblast. 

Squamo-. 


L. saccus, saek. 

L. sacculus, a little bag. 

L. sagitta, arrow; shape of saggital suture 
including the lambdoid suture. 

G. sarx, flesh, + lemma, husk, skin. 

L. seala, stairease. 

G. skleros, hard. 

L. sebum, tallow, grease. 

L. sebum, tallow. 

G. sigma, Greek letter, + eidos, shape, 
likeness. 

L. sinister, left side or unlucky. 

L. sinus, curve, eavity, bosom. 

L. sinus, curve, eavity, + eidos, shape, 
likeness. 

G. soma, body. 

G. soma (pl. somata), body. 

G. soma, body, + pleura, side. 

G. soma, body, + suffix -ite, indieating 
origin. 

G. splanehna, viseera. 

G. spongia, sponge. 

G. spongia, sponge, + blastos, germ, bud. 
L. squama, seale. 
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Terms Common to All Anatomieal Regions 


Stenosis. 

G. stenosis, narrovvlng. 

Sthenie. 

G. sthenos, strength. 

Stratum (pl. strata). 

L. stratnm, layer. 

Stria. 

L. stria, furrovv. 

Striatum. 

L. striatns, grooved, streaked. 

Stroma. 

G. stroma, blanket. 

Suicus. 

L. suicus, furrovv. 

Suture. 

L. sutura, seam, sevvlng together. 

Sympathetie. 

G. syn, together, + pathein, to suffer. 

Synapse. 

G. syn, together, + haptein, to fasten. 

Synarthrosis. 

G. syn, together, + arthron, jolnt. 

Synehrondosis. 

G. syn, together, + ehondros, eartllage. 

Syncytium. 

G. syn, together, + eytos, eell. 

Syndesmosis. 

G. syn, together, + desmosis, band. 

Syndrome. 

G. syndrome, occurrence. 

Synergy. 

G. syn, together, + ergon, vvork. 

Synostosis. 

G. syn, together, + osteon, bone. 

Synovia. 

G. syn, together, + ovum, egg. 

Tendon. 

L. tendere, to streteh. 

Tensor. 

L. tendere, to streteh. 

Teres. 

L. tero, 1 grlnd, rub. 

Terminaiis. 

L. terminare, to llmlt. 

Theea. 

L. theea, envelope, sheath. 

Thromboeyte. 

G. thrombos, lump, + kytos, eell. 

Thrombus. 

G. thrombus, lump. 

Tome. 

G. tennein, to cut. 

Trabecuia (pl. -ae). 

L. trabecuia, a llttle beam. 

Traet. 

L. tractus, vvool dravvn out for splnnlng. 

Trophobiast. 

G. trophe, nourlshment, + biastos, bud 

Tuberosity. 

L. tuber, round smooth svvelllng. 

Tunica. 

L. tunica, undergarment. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Dneiform. 

L. 

uncus, hook, + forma, shape. 

Dneinate. 

L. 

uncinatus, furnished with a hook. 

Uncus. 

L. 

uncus, hook. 

Vaive. 

L. 

vaiva, leaf of door. 

Vaivuia. 

L. 

vaivuia, a little fold, valve. 

Vas. 

L. 

vas, vessel. 

Vascuiar. 

L. 

vascuium, small vessel. 

Vein. 

L. 

vena, vein. 

Ventrai. 

L. 

venter, belly. 

Vertex. 

L. 

vertex, whirl, whirlpool. 

Vestige. 

L. vestigium, traee, footprint. 

Zona. 

L. zona, belt, girdle. 

Zonuia. 

L. dim. of zona, belt, girdle. 

Zygote. 

G. zygoein, to yoke together. 
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TERMS IMPORTANT IN THE 
UPPER LIMB 


Abductor. 

Aeeessory. 

Aeromion. 

Adductor. 

Anconeus. 

Angle. 

Annulus. 

Ansa. 

Antebrachium. 

Anteflexion. 

Anteversion. 

Appendicular. 

Axilla. 

Basilie. 

Bieeps. 

Bipennate. 

Biventer. 

Braehial. 

Brachium (pl. -ia). 
Brevis. 

Bursa. 

Capitulum. 


L. ab, away, + ducere, to lead. 

L. accessorius, supplementary. 

G. akron, helght, extremlty, + omos, shoulder. 
L. ad, to, + ducere, to lead. 

G. agkon, elbow. 

L. angulus, angle. 

L. anulus (annulus), a rlng. 

L. ansa, handle. 

L. ante, before, + brachium, arm. 

L. ante, before, + flexere, to bend. 

L. ante, before, + versio, turnlng. 

adjeetlval form of appendlx. 

L. axiiia, armplt. 

A. ai-basiiie, Inner veln. 

L. bis, two, + caput, head. 

L. bis, two, + pinna, feather. 

L. bis, two, + venter, belly. 

L. braehiaiis, belonglng to the arm 
(upper arm). 

L. brachium, arm, (upper arm). 

L. brevis, short. 

L. bursa, a purse; henee purse-shaped objeet. 
L. dlm. caput, small head. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Capsule. 

L. dlm. of eapsa, box. 

Caput (pl. eapita). 

L. caput, head. 

Carpus. 

G. karpos, vvrlst. 

eervieal. 

L. cervix, neek. 

Cingulum. 

L. cingulum, glrdle. 

Circumflex. 

L. circum, around, + flexere, to bend. 

eiaviele. 

L. ciavicuia, a llttle key. 

eollateral. 

L. eon, together, + iatus, slde. 

Collum. 

L. coiium, neek. 

Comes. 

L. eomes, eompanlon. 

eomitans 
(pl. eomitantes). 

L. eomitari, to aeeompany. 

Communicans. 

L. communicans, communlcatlng. 

eondyle. 

G. kondyios, knuckle. 

Coraco-, eorono-. 

G. koraxor eorone, erovv; henee erovvllke 

eoraeoid. 

G. korax, erovv, + eidos, form, llkeness. 

Corium. 

G. ehorion, skln, leather. 

Corpus 
(pl. eorpora). 

L. body. 

erista. 

L. erista, erest. 

Cubitus. 

L. cubitus, elbovv. 

Daetyl. 

G. daktyios, flnger. 

Deltoid. 

G. deita, letter In Greek alphabet, 
trlangular-shaped. 

Dermatome. 

G. derma, skln, + temnein, to cut. 

Diaphysis. 

G. dia, betvveen, + physis, grovvth. 

Diarthrosis. 

G. dia, through, + arthroun, to fasten 
by a jolnt. 

Digit. 

L. digitus, flnger. 

Dise. 

L. discus, dlse. 

Distal. 

L. distare, to stand apart. 

Dorsal. 

L. dorsum, baek. 
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Terms Important in the JJpper Limb 


Epieondyle. 

G. epi, on, + kondylos, knuckle. 

Epiphysis. 

G. epi, on, + physis, grovvth. 

Epithelium. 

G. epi, on, + thele, nipple. 

Eversion. 

L. e, out, + vertere, to turn. 

Extension. 

L. extendo, extend. 

Extensor. 

L. ex, out, + tendere, to streteh. 

Extrinsic. 

L. extrinsecus, on the outside. 

Faseia (pl. -iae). 

L. faseia, band. 

Fasciculus. 

L. faseis, bundle. 

Flaeeid. 

L. flaeeidns, vveak. 

Flexor. 

L. flexus, bent. 

Foramen. 

L. foramen, hole. 

Fossa. 

L. fossa, diteh, ehannel, something dug. 

Fusiform. 

L. fusus, spindle, + forma, shape, likeness. 

Ganglion. 

G. gangiion, a svvelling under the skin. 

Ginglymus. 

G. ginglymus, hinge. 

Glenoid. 

G. glene, soeket, + eidos, form, likeness. 

Hamatum. 

L. hamatus, hook-shaped. 

Hamulus. 

L. dim. hamus, hook. 

Humerus. 

L. humerus, shoulder. 

Hyaline. 

G. hyalos, glass. 

Hypaxial. 

G. hypo, under, + L. axis, eentre line, axis. 

Incisura. 

L. ineidere, to cut into. 

Index. 

L. index, pointer. 

lnfraspinous. 

L. infra, belovv, + spina, spine. 

Insertion. 

L. in, in, + serere, to plant. 

Integument. 

L. in, over, + tegere, to eover. 

interealated. 

L. inter, betvveen, + ealare, to eall, inserted or 
plaeed betvveen. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Interdigitating. 

Intima. 

intrinsie. 

Invagination. 

Inversion. 

Juxtaposition. 

Kinetie. 

Labrum. 

Lateral. 

Latissimus. 

Levator. 

Ligamentum. 

Locus. 

Longus. 

Lumbrical. 

Magnus, -a, -um. 

Mammary. 

Mammillary. 

Manubrium. 

Manus. 

Marginal. 

Matrix. 

Metacarpus. 

Metaphysis. 

Minimus. 


L. inter, betvveen, + digitas, digit, interioeked 
by finger-iike proeesses. 

L. intima, innermost. 

L. intrinseens, invvard. 

L. in, in, + vagina, sheath. 

L. in, in, + vertere, to turn. 

L. juxta, near, + positio, piaee. 

G. kinesis, movement. 

L. iabrum, rim. 

L. iateraiis (iatus), pertaining to a side. 

L. superiative, iatus, broad, therefore very 
broad. 

L. ievare, to raise. 

L. tigamentum, a bandage. 

L. tocus, piaee. 

L. tongus, iong. 

L. iumbricus, earthvvorm. 

L. magnus, iarge. 

L. mamma, breast. 

L. dim. mammiiiaris (mamma, -ae), iittie 
breast. 

L. manubrium, handie, hiit (as of a svvord). 

L. manus, hand. 

L. marginaiis (margo), bordering. 

L. matrix (mater), vvomb, groundvvork, moid. 
G. meta, after, + L. carpus, vvrist. 

G. meta, after, + physis, grovvth. 

L. minimus, ieast. 
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Terms Important in the JJpper Limb 


Nerve. 

L. nervus, G. neuron, eordlike structure, nerve, 
tendon. 

Neural. 

G. neuron, nerve. 

Neuralgia. 

G. neuron, nerve, + algos, pain. 

Neuron. 

G. neuron, eordlike structure, sinevv, tendon; 
equivalent of L. nervus, henee, nerve. 

Node. 

L. nodus, knot. 

Norma. 

L. norma, rule, square used by earpenters, 
henee standard vievvpoint. 

Oleeranon. 

G. olene, elbovv, + kranlon, head. 

Opposition. 

L. ob, in the vvay of, + posltus, plaeed. 

Os. 

L. os, bone. 

Osseous. 

L. os (pl. ossa), bone. 

Ossiele. 

L. osslculum, small bone. 

Ossifieation. 

L. os, bone, + faeere, to make. 

Osteology. 

G. osteon, bone, + logos, treatise. 

Palma. 

L. palma, the (open) hand. 

Paramedian. 

G. para, alongside of, + mesos, middle. 

Parasternal. 

G. para, alongside of, + sternon, ehest. 

Parasympathetie. 

G.para, alongside of, + sympathetlkos, 
sympathetie. 

Paraxial. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. axls, axle. 

Peetoral. 

L. peetoralls {pectus), belonging to the breast. 

Phalanges. 

G. phalanx, band of soldiers; singular phalanx, 
originally denoted vvhole set of bones of a 
digit not just one bone. 

Pisiform. 

L. plsum, pea, + forma, shape. 

Platysma. 

G. platysma, plate. 

Plexus (pl. -us). 

L. plexus, plaiting, braid. 

Pollex. 

L. pollex, thumb. 

Pronator. 

L. pronare, to turn faee dovvnvvard. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Protuberance. 

Proximal. 

Quadrangular. 

Radial. 

Radiele. 

Radius. 

Radix. 

Ramus. 

Raphe. 

Refleet. 

Retraetion. 

Retraetor. 

Rotator. 

Sagittal. 

Sealene. 

Seaphoid. 

Scapula. 

Sesamoid. 

Sinister. 

Somatie. 

Somite. 

Spina. 

Sternum. 

Supination. 

Supinator. 

Supraspinatus. 

Synapse. 

Synarthrosis. 


L. protubero, I svvell. 

L. proximus, next. 

L. quattuor tour + L. angulus, four angles. 

L. radius, rod, spoke. 

L. radix, root. 

L. radius, rod, spoke. 

L. radix, root. 

L. ramus, braneh. 

G. raphe, seam. 

L. refleeto, to turn baek. 

L. re, baek, + trahere, to dravv. 

L. retrahere, to dravv baek. 

L. rotare, to vvhlrl about. 

L. sagitta, arrovv; shape of saggltal suture 
lncludlng the lambdold suture. 

G. skalenos, uneven. 

G. skaphe, boat, + eidos, shape, llkeness. 

L. seapoiae, shoulder-blades. 

G. sesamen, sesame plant, or seed, + eidos, 
shape, llkeness. 

L. sinister, left slde or unlucky. 

G. soma (pl. somata), body. 

G. soma, body, + sufflx -ite, indleatlng orlgln. 
L. spina, thorn. 

G. sternon, ehest. 

L. supinus, lylng on the baek. 

L. supinare, to bend baekvvard. 

L. supra, above, + spina, thorn. 

G. syn, together, + haptein, to fasten. 

G. syn, together, + arthron, jolnt. 
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Terms Important in the JJpper Limb 


Synehrondosis. 

G. syn, together, + ehondros, eartilage. 

Syndesmosis. 

G. syn, together, + desmosis, band. 

Synergy. 

G. syn, together, + ergon, work. 

Synostosis. 

G. syn, together, + osteon, bone. 

Synovia. 

G. syn, together, + ovum, egg. 

Tendon. 

L. tendere, to streteh. 

Tensor. 

L. tendere, to streteh. 

Teres. 

L. tero, 1 grind, rub. 

Theea. 

L. theea, envelope, sheath. 

Thenar. 

G. thenar, hand. 

Trapezios. 

G. trapezion, small four-sided table. 

Trieeps. 

L. tres, three, + caput, head. 

Triquetrum. 

L. triquetrus, three-eornered, triangular. 

Troehanter. 

G. troehos, wheel, pulley. 

Troehiea. 

G. troehiiia, pulley. 

Tuberosity. 

L. tuber, round smooth swelling. 

Uina. 

L. uina, elbow. 

Uncus. 

L. uncus, hook. 

Unipennate. 

L. unus, one, + penna, feather. 

Ventrai. 

L. venter, belly. 

Vestige. 

L. vestigium, traee, footprint. 

Voiar. 

L. voia, palm of hand. 

Xiphoid. 

G. xiphos, sword, + eidos, shape, likeness 
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TERMS IMPORTANT IN THE 
LOWER LIMB 


Abductor. 

Acetabulum. 

Adductor. 

Adhesion. 

Adipose. 

Amphiarthrosis. 

Anastomosis. 

Ankie. 

Annuius. 

Anterior. 

Aponeurosis. 

Arcuate. 

Artery. 


Articuiation. 

Aspera. 

Axiai. 

Axis. 


L. ab, away, + ducere, to lead. 

L. acetabulum, vinegar cup, shape of hip 
joint. 

L. ad, to, + ducere, to lead. 

L. adhaereo, to stiek together. 

L. adeps, fat. 

G. amphi, on both sides, + arthrosis, joint. 

G. anastomoein, to bring to a mouth, cause 
to communicate. 

L. anguius, angle. 

L. anuius (annuius), a ring. 

L. ante, before. 

G. apo, from, + neuron, tendon (earlier: 
nerve, later: tendon). 

L. arcuaiis, areh-shaped. 

G. aer, air, + terein, to keep (L. arteria, 
windpipe); aneient belief that blood 
vessels eontained air. 

L. artus, joint, articuiatus, little joint, 
pl. articuiationes, joints. 

L. asper, rough. 

L. axis, axle of a wheel, the line about which 
any body turns. 

L. axis, axle of a wheel. 
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Terms Important in the Lower Limb 


Bieeps. 

Bilateral. 

Bipennate. 

Brevis. 

Bursa. 


L. bis, two, + caput, head. 

L. bi, two, + iatus, side. 

L. bis, two, + pinna, feather. 

L. brevis, short. 

L. bursa, a purse; henee purse-shaped 
objeet. 


Calcaneus. 

Galear. 

Calcification. 

Capsule. 

Caput (pl. eapita). 

Cauda, caudal. 

Cingulum. 

Circumflex. 

eollateral. 

Comes. 

eomitans 

(pl. eomitantes). 

Commissure. 

Communicans. 

eondyle. 

Coxa. 

erista. 

Cruciate. 

Crus (pl. crura). 

Cuboid. 

Cuneiform. 


L. caicaneus, heel. 

L. eaiear, spur. 

L. caix, lime, + faeere, to make. 

L. dim. of eapsa, box. 

L. caput, head. 

L. cauda, tail. 

L. cinguium, girdle. 

L. circum, around, + flexere, to bend. 

L. eon, together, + fatus, side. 

L. eomes, eompanion. 

L. eomitari, to aeeompany. 

L. commissura {cum + mittere), eonneetion. 
L. communicans, communicating. 

G. kondyios, knuckle. 

L. coxa, hip. 

L. erista, erest. 

L. crux, eross. 

L. crus, leg. 

G. kuboeides, cube-shaped. 

L. cuneus, wedge, + forma, shape, likeness. 


Diaphysis. 

Diarthrosis. 

Digit. 


G. dia, between, + physis, growth. 

G. dia, through, + arthroun, to fasten 
by a joint. 

L. digitus, finger. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Dise. 

L. discus, dise. 

Distal. 

L. distare, to stand apart. 

Dorsal. 

L. dorsum, baek. 

Eminenee. 

L. e, out, + minere, to jut. 

Emissary. 

L. e, out, + mittere, to send. 

Epieondyle. 

G. epi, on, + kondyios, knuckle. 

Epiphysis. 

G. epi, on, + physis, grovvth. 

Eversion. 

L. e, out, + vertere, to turn. 

Extension. 

L. extendo, extend. 

Extensor. 

L. ex, out, + tendere, to streteh. 

Extrinsic. 

L. extrinsecus, on the outside. 

Faleiform. 

L. faix, siekle, + forma, shape, likeness. 

Faseia (pl. -iae). 

L. faseia, band. 

Fasciculus. 

L. faseis, bundle. 

Femur. 

L. femur, thigh. 

Fibula. 

L. fibuia, pin, skevver, brooeh. 

Flexor. 

L. flexus, bent. 

Foramen. 

L. foramen, hole. 

Fossa. 

L. fossa, diteh, ehannel, something dug. 

Fulcrum. 

L. fufcrum, post. 

Fusiform. 

L. fusus, spindle, + forma, shape, likeness 

Gastrocnemius. 

G. gaster, belly, + kneme, leg. 

Gemellus. 

L. gemeiius, tvvin. 

Geniculate. 

L. genicuiatus, vvith bent knee. 

Genu. 

L. genu, knee. 

Ginglymus. 

G. gingtymus, hinge. 

Gluteus. 

G. gioutos, rump. 

Graeilis. 

L. graeiiis, thin. 
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Terms Important in the Lower Limb 


Hernia. 

L. hernia, protrusion. 

Hiatus. 

L. hiatus, gap. 

Hiium. 

L. hiium, a small thing. 

Hypaxiai. 

G. hypo, under, + L. axis, eentre line,; 

iiiacus. 

See iiium. 

iiium. 

L. iieum, flank. 

incisura. 

L. ineidere, to cut into. 

inductor. 

L. inducere, to lead on, excite. 

inguinai. 

L. inguina, groin. 

innominate. 

L. in, in, + nomen, name, unnamed be 
unnamed artery. 

insertion. 

L. in, in, + serere, to plant. 

intrinsie. 

L. intrinsecus, invvard. 

invagination. 

L. in, in, + vagina, sheath. 

inversion. 

L. in, in, + vertere, to turn. 

isehiofemorai. 

G. isehion, hip, + L. femur, thigh. 

ischium (pl. -ia). 

G. isehion, hip. 

Kinetie. 

G. kinesis, movement. 

Labrum. 

L. iabrum, rim. 

Laterai. 

L. iateraiis (iatus), pertaining to a side. 

Ligamentum. 

L. tigamentum, a bandage. 

Locus. 

L. tocus, plaee. 

Longus. 

L. tongus, long. 

Lumbricai. 

L. iumbricus, earthvvorm. 

Magnus, -a, -um. 

L. magnus, large. 

Marginai. 

L. marginaiis (margo), bordering. 

Mediai. 

L. mediaiis (medius), pertaining to the 
middle. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Median. 

Meniscus. 

Metatarsus. 

Minimus. 

Nates. 

Navicuiar. 

Obiiquus. 

Obturator. 

Os. 

Osseous. 

Ossieie. 

Ossifieation. 

Osteone. 

Osteomaiaeia. 

Paraxiai. 

Pateiia. 

Pedieie. 

Peivie. 

Penniform. 

Peroneai. 

Pes. 

Phaianges. 


Piriform. 

Pianta. 

Piantigrade. 


L. medianus, in the middle. 

L. menis, eresent, half-moon, dim. of mene, 
moon. 

G. meta, after, -i- L. tarsus, ankle. 

L. minimus, least. 

L. nates, buttocks. 

L. navicuia, small boat. 

L. obiiquus, slanting. 

L. obturo, I stop up. 

L. os, bone. 

L. os (pl. ossa), bone. 

L. ossicuium, small bone. 

L. os, bone, -I- faeere, to make. 

G. osteon, bone. 

G. osteon, bone, -i- maiakia, softness. 

G. para, alongside of, -i- L. axis, axle. 

L. pateiia, small pan. 

L. pes, foot. 

L. peivis, basin. 

L. penna, feather, -i- forma, form, likeness. 
G. perone, — L. fibufa, pin; henee pertaining 
to needle-shaped leg bone. 

L. pes, foot. 

G. phaianx, band of soldiers; singular 
phalanx, originally denoted vvhole set of 
bones of a digit not just one bone. 

L. pirum, pear, -i- forma, shape, likeness. 

L. pianta, sole of the foot. 

L. pianta, side of foot, -i- gradior, to vvalk. 
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Terms Important in the Lower Limb 


Platyenemia. 


Platymeria. 

Popliteus. 

Profundus. 

Promontory. 

Pronator. 

Pronograde. 

Protuberance. 

Proximal. 

Psoas. 

Pubes. 

Pubis (pl. -es). 
Pyriform. 

Quadrangular. 

Quadriceps. 

Raphe. 

Refleet. 

Retraetion. 

Retraetor. 

Rotator. 

Saphenous. 

Sartorius. 

Seiatie. 

Semilunar. 

Semimembranosus. 

Semitendinosus. 


G. platys, flat, + kneme, knee; henee 
eondltlon of slde-to-slde flattenlng of tlbla 
glvlng promlnenee to It’s anterlor border. 
G. platys, flat, + meros, thlgh; as prevlous 
for thlgh. 

L. poples, ham. 

L. profundus, deep. 

G. promontorlum, mountaln rldge. 

L. pronare, to turn faee downward. 

L. pronus, bent downward, + gradus step. 

L. protubero, I swell. 

L. proxlmus, next. 

G. psoa, loln. 

L. pubes, mature. 

L. pubes, mature. 

L. plrum, pear, + forma, shape. 

L. quattuor ìour + L. angulus, four angles. 

L. quattuor, four, + caput, head. 

G. raphe, seam. 

L. refleeto, to turn baek. 

L. re, baek, + trahere, to draw. 

L. retrahere, to draw baek. 

L. rotare, to whlrl about. 

A. al-safln, hldden (later G. saphenes, 
vlslble). 

L. sartor, tallor. 

G. isehlon, hlp jolnt. 

L. seml, half, + luna, moon. 

L. seml, half, + membranosus, membrane. 
L. seml, half, + tendlnosus, tendon. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Sesamoid. 

G 

. sesamen, sesame plant, or seed, 

+ eidos, shape, likeness. 

Sinister. 

L. 

sinister, left side or unlucky. 

Soieus. 

L. 

solea, sandal, sole. 

Spina. 

L. 

spina, thorn. 

Supination. 

L. 

supinus, lying on the baek. 

Supinator. 

L. 

supinare, to bend backward. 

Surai. 

L. 

sura, ealf of leg. 

Sustentacuium. 

L. 

sustentaculum, support. 

Synovia. 

G 

. syn, together, + ovum, egg. 

Taiipes. 

L. talipedo, weak in the feet (talipes, 
clubfoot). 

Taionid. 

L. 

talus, ankle bone, + G. eidos, form, 
likeness. 

Taius. 

L. 

talus, ankle-bone. 

Tarsus. 

G 

. tarsos, sole of the foot. 

Tendon. 

L. 

tendere, to streteh. 

Tensor. 

L. 

tendere, to streteh. 

Teres. 

L. 

tero, 1 grind, rub. 

Tibia. 

L. 

tibia, long flute. 

Tuberosity. 

L. 

tuber, round smooth swelling. 

Unguai. 

L. 

unguis, claw, nail. 

Unipennate. 

L. 

unus, one, + penna, feather. 

Vaigus. 

L. 

valgus, bow-legged (Genu vaigus now 
means knoek-kneed). 

Varus. 

L. 

varus, knoek-kneed (term has beeome 
transposed, see Vaigus). 

Ventrai. 

L. 

venter, belly. 

Vincuia. 

L. 

vinculum, band, eord. 


34 



TERMS IMPORTANT IN THE 
THORAX 


Aeeessory. 

Acinus. 

Adhesion. 

Adipose. 

Aditus. 

Adnexa. 

Adventia. 

Afferent. 

Aiveoius. 

Annuius. 

Anterior. 

Atrium. 

Auricie. 

Autonomic. 

Axon. 

Azygos. 


L. accessorius, supplementary. 

L. acinus, grape. 

L. adhaereo, to stiek together. 

L. adeps, fat. 

L. aditus, opening. 

L. ad, to, + nexus, bound. 

L. ad, to, + venire, to eome. 

L. ad, to, + ferre, to earry. 

L. aiveoius, iittie eavity. 

L. anuius (annuius), a ring. 

L. ante, before. 

L. atrium, court, entranee haii. 

L. dim., auricuia, externai ear, aiso shape of 
heart ehamber. 

G. autos, seif, + nomos, iaw. 

G. axon, axis. 

G. a, not, + zygon, yoke; henee, unpaired. 


Boius. 

Bronehioie. 

Bronchus. 

Buibus. 


G. boios, mass. 

G. bronchioius (dim. of bronchus, breehein, 
to moisten). 

G. bronehia, end of windpipe. 

L. buibus, buib, swoiien root. 


35 



Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Bursa. 


Gardiae. 

Garina. 

Garotid. 

Gartiiage. 

Cava. 

Centrum. 

ehorda. 

Circumfiex. 

eisterna. 

eoiiaterai. 

Comes. 

eomitans 

(pl. eomitantes). 

Communicans. 

Conus. 

Cornu. 

eorona. 

eoronary. 

eoronoid. 

Costa (adj. eostai). 
erista. 

Crus (pl. crura). 

Degiutition. 

Dermatome. 

Diaphragm. 

Diastoie. 

Dise. 


L. bursa, a purse; henee purse-shaped 
objeet. 

G. kardiakos (kardia), pertalnlng to the heart. 
L. earina, keel. 

G. karon, deep sleep (pressure on artery 
produces stupor). 

L. eartiiago, grlstle, eartllage. 

L. cavus, -a, -um, hollow or eave. 

L. centrum, eentre. 

G. ehorde, strlng of gut, eord. 

L. circum, around, -i- fiexere, to bend. 

L. eisterna, reservolr. 

L. eon, together, -i- tatus, slde. 

L. eomes, eompanlon. 

L. eomitari, to aeeompany. 

L. communicans, communlcatlng. 

L. conus, eone. 

L. cornu, horn. 

L. eorona, crown. 

L. coronarius, pertalnlng to a wreath or 
crown; henee, enelrellng. 

G. korax, crow, -i- eidos, form, llkeness. 

L. eosta, rlb. 

L. erista, erest. 

L. crus, leg. 

L. degiutire, to swallow. 

G. derma, skln, -i- temnein, to cut. 

G. dia, through, -I- phragma, wall. 

G. dia, through, -i- steiiein, to send. 

L. discus, dlse. 
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Terms Important in the Thorax 


Diverticulum. 

L. 

divertere, to turn aside. 

Dorsai. 

L. 

dorsum, baek. 

Duct. 

L. 

ducere, to lead or draw. 

Ductuie. 

L. 

ducere, to lead, dim. 

Efferent. 

L. 

ex, out, + ferre, to bear. 

Emboius. 

G 

. embolos, wedge, plug, anything inserted 

Eminenee. 

L. 

e, out, + minere, to jut. 

Emissary. 

L. 

e, out, + mittere, to send. 

Endocardium. 

G 

endon, within, + kardia, heart. 

Endoehondrai. 

G 

endon, within, + ehondros, eartilage. 

Endomysium. 

G 

endon, within, + mys, muscle. 

Endoneurium. 

G 

endon, within, + neuron, nerve. 

Endosteum. 

G 

endon, within, + osteon, bone. 

Endotheiium. 

G 

endon, within, + thele, nipple. 

Epicardium. 

G 

epi, on, + kardia, heart. 

Epidermis. 

G 

epi, on, + derma, skin. 

Epigastrium. 

G 

epi, upon, + gaster, belly. 

Epimysium. 

G 

epi, upon, + mys, muscle. 

Epineurium. 

G 

epi, on, + neuron, nerve. 

Epiphysis. 

G 

epi, on, + physis, growth. 

Extension. 

L. 

extendo, extend. 

Extensor. 

L. 

ex, out, + tendere, to streteh. 

Extravasation. 

L. 

extra, outside, + vas, vessel. 

Extrinsic. 

L. 

extrinsecus, on the outside. 

Faseia (pl. -iae). 

L. 

faseia, band. 

Fenestra. 

L. 

fenestra, window. 

Fiiament. 

L. 

filamentum, thin fibre. 

Fistuia. 

L. 

fistula, pipe. 

Fiaeeid. 

L. 

flaccidus, weak. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Flexor. 

Foramen. 

Gland. 

Hernia. 

Hiatus. 

Hilum. 

Hypaxial. 

Incisura. 

Innervation. 

Insertion. 

Integument. 

interealated. 

intereostal. 

Interdigitating. 

Intervertebral. 

Intima. 

intrinsie. 

Invagination. 

Inversion. 

Isthmus. 

Juxtaposition. 

Kyphosis. 

Laeerate. 

Laetation. 

Lamella. 


L. flexus, bent. 

L. foramen, hole. 

L. glandula, dim. glans, aeorn, pellet. 

L. hernia, protrusion. 

L. hiatus, gap. 

L. hilum, a small thing. 

G. hypo, under, + L. axis, eentre line, axis. 

L. ineidere, to cut into. 

L. /n, in, + nervus, nerve. 

L. in, in, + serere, to plant. 

L. in, over, + tegere, to eover. 

L. inter, betvveen, + ealare, to eall, inserted 
or plaeed betvveen. 

L. inter, betvveen, + eosta, rib. 

L. inter, betvveen, + digitus, digit, interloeked 
by finger-like proeesses. 

L. inter, betvveen, + vertebra, joint. 

L. intima, innermost. 

L. intrinsecus, invvard. 

L. in, in, + vagina, sheath. 

L. in, in, + vertere, to turn. 

G. isthmos, narrovv eonneetion. 

L.juxta, near, + positio, plaee. 

G. kyphos, bent. 

L. laeerare, to tear. 

L. laetare, to suckle. 

L. dim. of lamina, leaf. 
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Terms Important in the Thorax 


Lamina (pl. -ae). 
Lateral. 

Levator. 

Ligamentom. 

Lingula. 

Lobus. 

Locus. 

Lordosis. 

Lumen. 

Lung. 


L. lamina, thin plate. 

L. lateralis (latus), pertaining to a side. 
L. levare, to raise. 

L. Iigamentum, a bandage. 

L. Iingula, small tongue. 

G. lobos, lobe. 

L. locus, plaee. 

G. lordoo, I bend. 

L. Iumen, light, opening. 

AS. Iunge, lung. 


Mammary. 

Mammillary. 

Manubrium. 

Marginal. 

Medial. 

Median. 

Mediastinum. 


Membrane. 

Mesothelium. 

Mitral. 


Muscle. 

Myocardium. 

Myology. 


L. mamma, breast. 

L. dim. mammillaris (mamma, -ae), little 
breast. 

L. manubrium, handle, hilt (as of a svvord). 

L. marginalis (margo), bordering. 

L. medialis (medius), pertaining to the middle. 

L. medianus, in the middle. 

L. mediastinus, servant, drudge, but 
anatomieal term mediastinum probably 
derived from per medium tensum, tight in 
the middle. 

L. membrana, skin. 

G. mesos, middle, + thele, nipple, henee 
middle lining layer. 

L. mitra, turban, but Hebrevv priest headress 
the only head eovering that the mitral valve 
resembles. 

L. musculus, little mouse. 

G. mys, myos, muscle, + kardia, heart. 

G. mys, muscle, + logos, treatise. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Nerve. 

Neural. 

Neuralgia. 

Neuraxon. 

Neurilemma. 

Neurobiast. 

Neuroectomy. 

Neurogiia. 

Neuroiogy. 

Neuron. 

Node. 


L. nervus, G. neuron, eordlike structure, 
nerve, tendon. 

G. neuron, nerve. 

G. neuron, nerve, + algos, pain. 

G. neuron, nerve, + axon, axis. 

G. neuron, nerve, + lemma, husk, sheath. 

G. neuron, nerve, + blastos, bud. 

G. neuron, nerve, + ektome, excision. 

G. neuron, nerve, + glola, glue. 

G. neuron, nerve, + logos, treatise. 

G. neuron, eordlike structure, sinew, tendon; 

equivalent of L. nervus, henee, nerve. 

L. noclus, knot. 


Oedema, Edema. 
Oesophagus, 
Esophagus. 
Organ. 

Orifiee. 

Os. 

Osseous. 

Ossieie. 

Ossifieation. 

Ostium. 


G. oldema, swelling. 

G. olseln (phero), to earry, + phageln, to eat. 

L. organum, implement. 

L. orlflclum, opening. 

L. os, bone. 

L. os (pl. ossa), bone. 

L. osslculum, small bone. 

L. os, bone, + faeere, to make. 

L. ostlum, door. 


Paragangiion. 

Paramedian. 

Parasternai. 

Parasympathetie. 

Paraxiai. 

Parenehyma. 

Parietai. 


G. para, along, beside, + gangllon, knot. 
G.para, alongside of, + mesos, middle. 
G.para, alongside of, + sternon, ehest. 
G.para, alongside of, + sympathetlkos, 
sympathetie. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. axls, axle. 

G. parenehyma, pouring out into the adjaeent. 
L. parles, wall. 
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Terms Important in the Thorax 


Parieties. 

L. paries, wall. 

Peetorai. 

L. peetoralis {pectus), belonging to the 
breast. 

Percussion. 

L. percussio, striking. 

Perieardiai. 

G. peri, around, + kardia, heart. 

Perichondrium. 

G. peri, around, + ehondros, eartilage. 

Periiymph. 

G. peri, around, + L. lympha, fluid. 

Perimysium. 

G. peri, around, + mys, muscle. 

Periosteum. 

G. peri, around, + osteon, bone. 

Peristaisis. 

G. peristaltikos, elasping and eompressing 

Pieura. 

G. pleura, rib; ie related to the ribs. 

Piexus (pl. -us). 

L. plexus, plaiting, braid. 

Pneumatic. 

G. pneumatikos, pertaining to breath. 

Praecordium, 

Precordium. 

L. prae, in front of, + eordis, of the heart. 

Proximai. 

L. proximus, next. 

Puimonary. 

L. pulmo, lung. 

Puimones. 

L. pulmo, lung. 

Radieie. 

L. radix, root. 

Radix. 

L. radix, root. 

Ramify. 

L. ramus, braneh, + faeere, to make. 

Ramus. 

L. ramus, braneh. 

Raphe. 

G. raphe, seam. 

Reeess. 

L. recessus, retreat. 

Refieet. 

L. refleeto, to turn baek. 

Sae. 

L. saccus, saek. 

Saccuius. 

L. sacculus, a little bag. 

Sareoiemma. 

G. sarx, flesh, + lemma, husk, skin. 

Septum. 

L. saeptum, fenee. 

Serratus. 

L. serra, saw. 

Sinister. 

L. sinister, left side or unlucky. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Sinus (pl. -us). 

L. sinus, curve, eavlty, bosom. 

Sinusoid. 

L. sinus, curve, eavlty, + eidos, shape. 

Situs inversus 

llkeness. 

L. situs, slte, posltlon, + inversus, Inverted, 

viscerum. 

+ viscerum, of the vlseera. 

Somatie. 

G. soma (pl. somata), body. 

Somatopieure. 

G. soma, body + pteura, slde. 

Somite. 

G. soma, body + sufflx -ite, indleatlng orlgln 

Sphineter. 

G. sphingein, to blnd tlght. 

Spianehnie. 

G. spianehna, vlseera. 

Stenosis. 

G. stenosis, narrovvlng. 

Sternum. 

G. sternon, ehest. 

Subcostai. 

L. sub, under, + eosta, rlb. 

Supracostai. 

L. supra, above, + eosta, rlb. 

Sympathetie. 

G. syn, together, + pathein, to suffer. 

Synapse. 

G. syn, together, + haptein, to fasten. 

Syncytium. 

G. syn, together, + eytos, eell. 

Syndrome. 

G. syndrome, occurrence. 

Systoie. 

G. systoie, eontraetlon. 

Theea. 

L. theea, envelope, sheath. 

Thorax 

G. thorax, breast-plate, breast. 

(pl. thoraees). 
Thrombus. 

G. thrombus, lump. 

Thymus. 

G. thymos, thyme. 

Traehea. 

G. traeheia, vvlndplpe. 

Truncus. 

L. truncus, trunk of tree. 

Tunica. 

L. tunica, undergarment. 

Vagus. 

L. vagus, vvanderlng. 

Vaive. 

L. vaiva, leaf of door. 

Vaivuia. 

L. vaivuia, a llttle fold, valve. 

Vas. 

L. vas, vessel. 
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Terms Important in the Thorax 


Vascular. 

L. 

vascuium, small vessel. 

Vein. 

L. 

vena, vein. 

Velum. 

L. 

veium, veil. 

Ventral. 

L. 

venter, belly. 

Ventriele. 

L. 

ventricuius, little eavity, loculus. 

Vertebra. 

L. 

vertebra, joint. 

Vertex. 

L. 

vertex, whirl, whirlpool. 

Vincula. 

L. 

vincuium, band, eord. 

Viseeral. 

L. 

viseera, entrails, bowels. 

Viscus. 

L. 

viscus, internal organ. 

Xiphoid. 

G. xiphos, sword, + eidos, shape, likeness 

Zygapophysis. 

G 

. zygon, yoke, + apophysis, proeess of a 


bone. 
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TERMS IMPORTANT IN THE 
ABDOMEN AND PELVIS 


Abdomen. 

Aberrant. 

Abortion. 

Absorption. 

Aeeessory. 

Acinus. 

Adhesion. 

Adipose. 

Aditus. 

Adnexa. 

Adrenai. 

Adventia. 

Afferent. 

Aiiantois. 

Aiveoius. 

Amnion. 

Ampuiia. 

Anastomosis. 

Aniage. 

Annuius. 

Anterior. 


L. from abdere (?), to hide. 

L. ab, away, + errare, to stray. 

L. abortio, to abort. 

L. absorptio, to swallow. 

L. aeeessorios, supplementary. 

L. acinus, grape. 

L. adhaereo, to stiek together. 

L. adeps, fat. 

L. aditus, opening. 

L. ad, to, + nexus, bound. 

L. ad, near, + renes, kidneys. 

L. ad, to, + venire, to eome. 

L. ad, to, + ferre, to earry. 

G. aiias, sausage, + eidos, form, 
appearanee. 

L. aiveoius, iittie eavity. 

G. amnion, fetai membrane. 

L. ampuiia, a fiask or vessei sweiiing in the 
middie. 

G. anastomoein, to bring to a mouth, cause 
to communicate. 

Ger. an, on, + iegen, to iay (a iaying on — 
primordium, precursor). 

L. anuius (annuius), a ring. 

L. ante, before. 
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Terms Important in the Abdomen and Pelvis 


Anteversion. 

Antrum. 

Anus. 

Aorta. 

Apertura. 

Appendicular. 

Appendix. 

Arcuate. 

Arcus. 

Atresia. 

Atrium. 

Atrophy. 

Autonomic. 

Axiai. 


L. ante, before, + versio, turning. 

G. antron, eave. 

L. anus, fundament. 

G. aeiro, to raise. 

L. apertnra, opening. 
adjeetivai form of appendix. 

L. appendere, to hang upon. 

L. arenaiis, areh-shaped. 

L. arcus, bow. 

G. a, without, + tresis, hoie. 

L. atrium, court, entranee haii. 

G. a, without, + trophe, nourishment. 

G. autos, seif, + nomos, iaw. 

L. axis, axie of a wheei, the iine about which 
any body turns. 


Bicuspid. 

Biiaterai. 

Biie. 

Biventer. 

Boius. 


L. bis, two, + cuspis, point. 
L. bi, two, + iatus, side. 

L. biiis, biie. 

L. bis, two, + venter, beiiy. 
G. boios, mass. 


Caiyx (pi. eaiiees). 

Cauda, caudai. 
Cava. 

Cavernosus. 

Cavum. 

Cecum, Caecum. 
Ceiiac, eoeiiae. 
Ceiom (e), Coeiom. 
Centrum. 


L. caiyx, husk, cup-shaped proteetive 
eovering. 

L. cauda, taii. 

L. cavus, -a, -um, hoiiow or eave. 

L. eaverna, a hoiiow or eave. 

L. cavum, a hoiiow or eave. 

L. caecus, -a, -um, biind. 

G. koiiia, beiiy. 

G. koiioma, a hoiiow. 

L. centrum, eentre. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Choledochus. 

ehyle. 

ehyme. 

Circumflex. 

eisterna. 

eioaea. 

Coccyx. 

Colon. 

Comes. 

eomitans 

(pl. eomitantes). 

Commissure. 

Communicans. 

Coraco-, eorono-. 

Cornu. 

eorona. 

Corpus 
(pl. eorpora). 
eremaster. 

Crus (pl. crura). 
Cyst (adj. eystie). 


G. ehole, blle, + doehos {deehomai), 
eontalner. 

G. ehylos, julce. 

G. ehymos, julce. 

L. circum, around, + flexere, to bend. 

L. eisterna, reservolr. 

L. eloaea, sewer, draln. 

G. kokkyx, a cuckoo, henee a structure 
shaped llke a cuckoo’s blll. 

G. kolon, great gut. 

L. eomes, eompanlon. 

L. eomitari, to aeeompany. 

L. eommissnra {cum + mittere), eonneetlon. 
L. communicans, communlcatlng. 

G. koraxor eorone, crow; henee crowllke. 

L. cornu, horn. 

L. eorona, crown. 

L. body. 

G. eremaster, suspender. 

L. crus, leg. 

G. kystis, bag, bladder, pouch. 


Dartos. 

Decidua, 

(adj. Deciduous). 

Defaeeation, 

Defeeation. 

Deferens. 

Detritus. 

Detrusor. 

Diaphragm. 


G. dartos, sklnned. 

L. deciduus, {de + eado), falllng off. 

L. defaeeare, to eleanse. 

L. de, away, + ferens, earrylng. 

L. deterere, to rub away. 

L. detrndere, to push down. 

G. dia, through, + phragma, wall. 
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Terms Important in the Abdomen and Pelvis 


Digastrie. 

Digestion. 

Dise. 

Distai. 

Diverticuium. 

Dorsai. 

Duct. 

Ductuie. 

Duodenum. 


Ejacuiatory. 

Emboiiformis. 

Emboius. 

Endometrium. 

Endotheiium. 

Epididymis. 

Epigastrium. 

Epipioie. 

Epispadias. 

Ereetor. 

Exomphaios. 

Excretion. 

Extravasation. 

Extrinsic. 

Exudate. 

Faeees,Feees. 
Faieiform. 

Faix. 

Faseia (pl. -iae). 
Fascicuius. 


G. dis, double, + gaster, belly. 

L. dis, apart, + gerere, to earry. 

L. discus, dlse. 

L. distare, to stand apart. 

L. divertere, to turn aslde. 

L. dorsum, baek. 

L. ducere, to lead or draw. 

L. ducere, to lead, dlm. 

L. duodeni, twelve (meanlng twelve 
flngerbreadths). 

L. e, out, + jaeere, to throw. 

G. emboios, wedge, + L. forma, shape. 

G. emboios, wedge, plug, anythlng Inserted. 
G. endon, wlthln, + metra, womb. 

G. endon, wlthln, + theie, nlpple. 

G. epi, on, + didmoi, testleles. 

G. epi, upon, + gaster, belly. 

G. epipioon, caul, omentum. 

G. epi, upon, + N.L. spadias, F. spadon, 
eunuch, F. span, to draw 
L. erectus, ereet. 

G. ex, out, + omphaios, navel. 

L. (excretus) ex, out, + eernere, to slft. 

L. extra, outslde, + vas, vessel. 

L. extrinsecus, on the outslde. 

L. ex, out, + sudare, to sweat. 

L. faex, dregs. 

L. fafx, slekle, + forma, shape, llkeness. 

L. fafx, fafeis, slekle. 

L. faseia, band. 

L. faseis, bundle. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Fenestra. 

L. fenestra, window. 

Fetus, Foetus. 

L. fetus, offspring. 

Filum. 

L. filum, thread. 

Fimbria. 

L. fimbriae, threads, fringe. 

Fissure. 

L. fissura (findo), a eieft. 

Fistuia. 

L. fistuia, pipe. 

Fiaeeid. 

L. flaccidus, weak. 

Foiiieie. 

L. foiiicuius, a smaii bag. 

Foramen. 

L. foramen, hoie. 

Fornix. 

L. fornix, areh or vauit. 

Fossa. 

L. fossa, diteh, ehannei, something dug. 

Fourchette. 

F. fourchette, fork. 

Fraenum, Frenum. 

L. fraenum, bridge. 

Frenuium. 

L. dim. fraenum, a iittie bridge. 

Fundiform. 

L. funda, siing, + forma, shape, iikeness. 

Fundus. 

L. fundus, bottom. 

Fusiform. 

L. fusus, spindie, + forma, shape, iikeness 

Genitai. 

L. genitaiis (gigno), pertaining to birth. 

Germinai. 

L. germen, bud, germ. 

Germinative. 

L. germen, bud, germ. 

Gestation. 

L. gestare, to bear. 

Giand. 

L. gtanduia, dim. gians, aeorn, peiiet. 

Gians. 

L. gians, aeorn. 

Giomeruius. 

L. dim. of giomus, a baii. 

Gonad. 

G. gone, seed. 

Granuiation. 

L. dim. granum, grain. 

Granuium. 

L. granuium, smaii grain. 

Gravid. 

L. gravida, pregnant. 

Gubernacuium. 

L. gubernacuium, heim. 
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Terms Important in the Abdomen and Pelvis 


Haemal, hemal. 

G. haima, blood. 

Hemoglobin, 

Haemoglobin. 

G. haima, blood, + L. giobus, sphere. 

Hemopoietie, 

Haemopoietie. 

G. haima, blood, + poietikos, ereatlve. 

Hepar. 

G. hepar, llver. 

Hepatie. 

L. hepar, llver. 

Hernia. 

L. hernia, protruslon. 

Hiatus. 

L. hiatus, gap. 

Hilum. 

L. hiium, a small thlng. 

Hydroeoele, 

Hydroeele. 

G. hydor, water, + koiios, hollow. 

Hymen. 

G. hymen, membrane. 

Hypaxial. 

G. hypo, under, + L. axis, eentre llne, axls. 

Hypospadias. 

G. hypo, under, + N.L. spadias, F. spadon, 

F. span, to draw. 

Icterus. 

G. ikteros, jaundlce. 

Ileum. 

G. eiiein, to wlnd or turn. 

Implantation. 

L. in, In, + piantere, to plant. 

Impression. 

L. in, In, + premere, to press. 

Incisura. 

L. ineidere, to cut Into. 

Inguinal. 

L. inguina, groln. 

Innervation. 

L. in, In, + nervus, nerve. 

intereostal. 

L. inter, between, + eosta, rlb. 

Interdigitating. 

L. inter, between, + digitus, dlglt, interloeked 
by flnger-llke proeesses. 

Intervertebral. 

L. inter, between, + vertebra, jolnt. 

Intestine. 

L. intus, wlthln, or L. intestina, guts, entralls. 

Intima. 

L. intima, Innermost. 

intrinsie. 

L. intrinsecus, lnward. 

lntroitus. 

L. intro, wlthln, + ire, to go. 

Invagination. 

L. in, In, + vagina, sheath. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Inversion. 

Isthmus. 

Jejunum. 

Juxtaposition. 

Labial. 

Labium. 

Labrum. 

Laeteals. 

Laparotomy. 

Lien. 

Lieno-. 

Ligamentum. 

Ligature. 

Liver. 

Lobus. 

Locus. 

Lordosis. 

Lumbar. 

Lumen. 

Lung. 

Luteum. 

Marginal. 

Matrix. 

Meatus (pl. -us). 
Medial. 

Median. 

Membrane. 

Menopause. 


L. in, in, + vertere, to turn. 

G. isthmos, narrovv eonneetion. 

L.jejunus, empty (of food), that part of 
intestine that appears empty. 

L.juxta, near, + positio, plaee. 

L. iabiaiis (iabia), pertaining to lips. 

L. iabium, lip. 

L. iabrum, rim. 

L. iaetare, to suckle. 

L. iapara, flank, + tome, seetion, cut. 

L. iien, spleen. 

L. iien, spleen from original L. spien (the sp 
having been dropped). 

L. iigamentum, a bandage. 

L. iigare, to bind. 

AS. iifer, liver. 

G. iobos, lobe. 

L. iocus, plaee. 

G. iordoo, I bend. 

L. iumbare, apron for the loins. 

L. iumen, light, opening. 

AS. iunge, lung. 

L. iuteus, yellovv. 

L. marginaiis (margo), bordering. 

L. matrix (mater), vvomb, groundvvork, mold. 
L. meatus, passage. 

L. mediaiis (medius), pertaining to the middle. 
L. medianus, in the middle. 

L. membrana, skin. 

G. men, month, + pausis, eessation. 
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Terms Important in the Abdomen and Pelvis 


Menstmation. 

G. 

men, month, L. menstruus, pertaining to a 
month. 

Mesenehyme. 

G. 

mesos, middle, + en, in, + ehymos, juice. 

Mesentery. 

G. 

mesos, midvvay betvveen, + enteron, gut. 

Mesoeolon. 

G. 

mesos, middle, + kolon, great gut. 

Mesogastriom. 

G. 

mesos, middle, + gaster, stomaeh. 

Mesonephros. 

G. 

mesos, middle, + nephros, kidney. 

Mesosalpinx. 

G. 

mesos, middle, + salpinx, tube. 

Mesotheliom. 

G. 

mesos, middle, + thele, nipple, henee 
middle lining layer. 

Mesovariom. 

G. 

mesos, middle, + L. ovarium, ovary. 

Metanephros. 

G. 

meta, after, + nephros, kidney. 

Mucus. 

L. 

mucus, G. muxa, snivel, slippery seeretion. 

Multiparous. 

L. 

multus, many, + parire, to give birth. 

Myenterie. 

G. 

mys, muscle, + enteron, gut. 

Myocardium. 

G. 

mys, myos, muscle, + kardia, heart. 

Navel. 

AS. nafe, eentre of hub of vvheel. 

Neerosis. 

G. 

nekrosis, a killing. 

Neeropsy. 

G. 

nekros, eorpse, + opsis, sight. 

Nerve. 

L. 

nervus, G. neuron, eordlike structure, 
nerve, tendon. 

Neural. 

G. 

neuron, nerve. 

Neuralgia. 

G. 

neuron, nerve, + algos, pain. 

Neuraxon. 

G. 

neuron, nerve, + axon, axis. 

Neurenteric. 

G. 

neuron, nerve, + enteron, gut. 

Node. 

L. 

nodus, knot. 

Notoehord. 

G. 

noton, baek, + ehorde, eord. 

Ooeyte. 

G. 

oon, egg, + kylos, hollovv body. 

Oogenesis. 

G. 

oon, egg, + genesis, birth. 

Oogonium. 

G. 

oon, egg, + gonos, offspring. 

Organ. 

L. 

organum, implement. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Orifiee. 

Os. 

Osseous. 

Ossieie. 

Ossifieation. 

Osteone. 

Osteoeyte. 

Osteoiogy. 

Osteoiysis. 

Ostium. 

Ovary. 

Oviduct. 

Oviparous. 

Ovum (pl. ova). 

Oxyntic. 

Oxytocin. 


L. orificium, opening. 

L. os, bone. 

L. os (pl. ossa), bone. 

L. ossicuium, small bone. 

L. os, bone, + faeere, to make. 

G. osteon, bone. 

G. osteon, bone, + kytos, eell. 

G. osteon, bone, + iogos, treatise. 

G. osteon, bone, + iysis, melting. 

L. ostium, door. 

L. ovum, egg. 

L. ovum, egg, + ductus, duct, tube. 

L. ovum, egg, + parus, giving birth by laying 
eggs. 

L. ovum, egg. 

G. oxyntos, making aeid. 

G. oxys, svvift, + tokos, birth. 


Pampiniform. 

Panereas. 

Pannicuius. 

Paraeentesis. 

Paradidymis. 

Paragangiion. 

Paramedian. 

Parametrium. 

Parapiegia. 

Parasympathetie. 

Paraxiai. 


L. pampineus, full of or vvrapped around vvith 
vine leaves, + forma, likeness. 

G. pan, all, + kreas, flesh. 

L. pannicuius, small pieee of eloth; henee 
eovering of deeper tissues. 

G. para, alongside of, + kentesis, puncture. 

G.para, alongside of, + didymos, double, 
henee alongside the testes. 

G.para, along, beside, + gangiion, knot. 

G.para, alongside of, + mesos, middle. 

G.para, alongside of, + metra, vvomb. 

G. para, alongside of, + piesso, I strike. 

G.para, alongside of, + sympathetikos, 
sympathetie. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. axis, axle. 
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Terms Important in the Abdomen and Pelvis 


Parenehyma. 

Paresis. 

Parietal. 

Parieties. 

Paroophoron. 

Parous. 

Parthenogenesis. 

Penis. 

Pepsin. 

Pepsinogen. 

Percussion. 

Perichondrium. 

Perimysium. 

Perineum. 

Periosteum. 

Peristalsis. 

Peritoneum. 

Phallie. 

Phallus. 

Phrenie. 

Plaeenta. 

Plexus (pl. -us). 
Porta. 

Portal. 

Portio. 

Pregnaney. 

Prepuce. 

Processus. 

Proctodeum. 

Promontory. 


G. parenehyma, pouring out into the adjaeent. 
G. paresis, relaxation. 

L. paries, wall. 

L. paries, wall. 

G. para, alongside of, + oon, egg, + pherein, 
to bear. 

L. pario, to bear. 

G. parthos, virgin, + genesis, birth. 

L. penis, tail. 

G. pepsis, digestion. 

G. pepsis, digestion, + gennao, I produce. 

L. perenssio, striking. 

G. peri, around, + ehondros, eartilage. 

G. peri, around, + mys, muscle. 

G. perinaion, perineum. 

G. peri, around, + osteon, bone. 

G. peristaitikos, elasping and eompressing. 

G. peri, around, + teinein, to streteh. 

G. phaiiikos, pertaining to the penis. 

G. phaiios, phallus; penis was a later 
meaning. 

G. phren, diaphragm. 

L. piaeenta, a flat eake. 

L. ptexus, plaiting, braid. 

L. porta (pl. -ae), gate. 

L. porta (pl. -ae), gate. 

L. portio, part. 

L. prae, before, + gnaseor, to be born. 

L. praeputium, foreskin. 

L. processus, going forwards. 

G. proktos, anus, + hodaios, pertaining 
to a way. 

G. promontorium, mountain ridge. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Pronephros. 

G. pro, before, + nephros, kldney. 

Prostate. 

L. pro, In front, + stare, to stand. 

Psoas. 

G. psoa, loln. 

Pubes. 

L. pubes, mature. 

Pubis (pl. -es). 

L. pubes, mature. 

Pudendal. 

L. pudere, to be ashamed. 

Pyelogram. 

G. pyelos, tub, trough, + gramma, mark. 

Pyelograph. 

G. pyelos, tub, trough, + grapheln, to draw. 

Pylorus. 

G. pylouros, gate-keeper. 

Ramify. 

L. ramus, braneh, + faeere, to make. 

Ramus. 

L. ramus, braneh. 

Raphe. 

G. raphe, seam. 

Reeess. 

L. recessus, retreat. 

Rectum, rectus. 

L. rectus, stralght. 

Renal. 

L. renes, kldneys. 

Restiform. 

L. restls, rope, + forma, shape, form. 

Sae. 

L. saccus, saek. 

Sacculus. 

L. sacculus, a llttle bag. 

Salpinx. 

G. salplnx, trumpet. 

Sareolemma. 

G. sarx, flesh, + lemma, husk, skln. 

Seoliosis. 

G. skollosls, curvature. 

Scrotum. 

L. scrotum, skln. 

Semen. 

L. semen, seed. 

Semilunar. 

L. seml, half, + luna, moon. 

Seminiferous. 

L. semen, seed, + ferre, to bear. 

Septum. 

L. saeptum, fenee. 

Serum. 

L. serum, whey. 

Sigmoid. 

G. slgma, Greek letters, + eldos, shape, 
llkeness. 

Sinister. 

L. slnlster, left slde or unlucky. 

Sinus (pl. -us). 

L. slnus, curve, eavlty, bosom. 
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Terms Important in the Abdomen and Pelvis 


Sinusoid. 

Situs inversus 

viscerum. 

Smegma. 

Somatie. 

Somatopieure. 

Somite. 

Sperm. 

Spermatoeyte. 

Spermatogenesis. 

Spermatogonium. 

Spermatozoon 

(pl.-a). 

Sphineter. 

Spianehnie. 

Spianehnoiogy. 

Spieen. 

Spongiosum. 

Spongiobiast. 

Stenosis. 

Stomaeh. 

Stomodeum, 

Stomatodeum. 

Subcostai. 

Supracostai. 

Sympathetie. 

Symphysis. 

Syndrome. 

Taenia,Tenia. 

Terminaiis. 

Testieie. 


L. sinus, curve, eavity, + eidos, shape, 
likeness. 

L. situs, site, position, + inversus, inverted, + 
viscerum, of the viseera. 

G. smegma, soap. 

G. soma (pl. somata), body. 

G. soma, body, + pteura, side. 

G. soma, body, + suffix -ite, indieating origin. 
G. sperma, seed. 

G. sperma, seed, + kytos, eell. 

G. sperma, seed, + genesis, origin. 

G. sperma, seed, + gone, generation. 

G. sperma, seed, + zoon, animal. 

G. sphingein, to bind tight. 

G. sptanehna, viseera. 

G. sptanknon, viscus, + iogos, treatise. 

L. spien, spleen. 

G. spongia, sponge. 

G. spongia, sponge, + biastos, germ, bud. 

G. stenosis, narrovving. 

G. stomaehos, gullet, oesophagus. 

G. stoma, mouth, + odaios, pertaining to a 
vvay. 

L. sub, under, + eosta, rib. 

L. supra, above, + eosta, rib. 

G. syn, together, + pathein, to suffer. 

G. syn, together, + physis, grovvth. 

G. syndrome, occurrence. 

L. taenia, band, ribbon. 

L. terminare, to limit. 

L. testicuius, testis. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Testis. 

L. testis, testiele; a vvitness. 

Theea. 

L. theea, envelope, sheath. 

Traet. 

L. tractus, vvool dravvn out for spinning 

Trigone. 

L. trigonum, triangle. 

Truncus. 

L. truncus, trunk of tree. 

Tubercuium. 

L. tubercuium, a small hump. 

Tunica. 

L. tunica, undergarment. 

Umbiiicus. 

L. umbiiicus, navel. 

Urachus. 

G. ouron, urine, + eheo, 1 pour. 

Urea. 

G. ouron, urine. 

Ureter. 

G. ouron, urine, + tereo, to preserve. 

Urethra. 

G. ouethra, vvord invented by HippoerE 
(c.460 B.C.). 

Urine. 

G. ouron, urine. 

Urogenitai. 

G. ouron, urine, + L. genitaiis, genital. 

Urostyie. 

G. oura, tail, + styios, pillar. 

Uterus. 

L. uterus, vvomb. 

Vagina. 

L. vagina, sheath. 

Vaive. 

L. vaiva, leaf of door. 

Vaivuia. 

L. vaivuia, a little fold, valve. 

Vas. 

L. vas, vessel. 

Vein. 

L. vena, vein. 

Venter. 

L. venter, belly. 

Ventrai. 

L. venter, belly. 

Vermiform. 

L. vermis, vvorm, + forma, shape. 

Vernix. 

L. vernatio, shedding of snake skin. 

Vertebra. 

L. vertebra, joint. 

Vertex. 

L. vertex, vvhirl, vvhirlpool. 

Vesiea. 

L. vesiea, bladder. 

Vesieie. 

L. vesicuia, a small bladder. 

Vestibuium. 

L. vestibuium, entranee court. 
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Terms Important in the Abdomen and Pelvis 


Vestige. 

Villus (pl. viiii). 

Viseerai. 

Viscus. 

Viteiiine. 

Viteiius. 

Viviparous. 

Voivuius. 

Vuiva. 


L. vestigium, traee, footprint. 

L. viiius, hair. 

L. viseera, entrails, bowels. 

L. viscus, internal organ. 

L. viteiius, yolk of egg. 

L. viteiius, little ealf (beeame transferred to 
yolk of egg by Celsus e. 10 A.D.). 

L. vivus, living, + parere, to beget. 

L. voivuius, twisted. 

L. voiva, eover. 


Zona. 

Zonuia. 

Zygapophysis. 


L. zona, belt, girdle. 

L. dim. of zona, belt, girdle. 

G. zygon, yoke, + apophysis, proeess of a 
bone. 
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TERMS IMPORTANT IN THE 
HEAD AND NECK 


Abducens. 

Aberrant. 

Aeeessory. 

Acinus. 

Acoustic. 

Aerania. 

Adductor. 

Adenoid. 

Aditus. 

Afferent. 

Agnathism. 

Aia. 

Ambiguus. 

Ampuiia. 

Amygdaioid. 

Aneneephaiy. 

Annuius. 

Ansa. 

Antiheiix. 

Antitragus. 


Antrum. 

Aphasia. 


L. ab, away, + ducens, leading. 

L. ab, away, + errare, to stray. 

L. accessorius, supplementary. 

L. acinus, grape. 

G. akoustikos, pertaining to hearing. 

G. a, without, + krania, heads. 

L. ad, to, + ducere, to lead. 

G. aden, aeorn, + eidos, form, likeness. 

L. aditus, opening. 

L. ad, to, + ferre, to earry. 

G. a, without, + gnathos, jaw. 

L. a/a, wing. 

L. amb, both ways, + agere, to drive. 

L. ampuiia, a flask or vessel swelling in the 
middle. 

G. amydaie, almond, + eidos, form, likeness. 
G. an, without, + enkephaios, brain. 

L. anuius (annuius), a ring. 

L. ansa, handle. 

G. anti, against, before, + heiix, eoil. 

G. anti, against, before, + tragus, goat, 
(perhaps the small tuft of hair growing here 
was likened to a goat’s beard?). 

G. antron, eave. 

G. a, without, + phasis, speeeh. 
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Terms Important in the Head and Neek 


Aphonia. 

Aqueduct. 

Aqueous. 

Araehnoid. 

Arbor vitae. 

Archipaiiium. 

Arcuate. 

Arcus. 

Arytenoid. 

Asterion. 

Ataxia. 

Atresia. 

Atrium. 

Atrophy. 

Auditory. 

Auricie. 

Autonomic. 

Axiai. 


G. a, without, + phone, voiee. 

L. aqua, water, + ducere, to iead. 

L. aqua, water. 

G. araehnes, spider, + eidos, shape, 
iikeness. 

L. arbor, tree, + vitae, of iife. 

G. arehi, prineipai, + paiiium, eioak. 

L. arcuaiis, areh-shaped. 

L. arcus, bow. 

G. arytana, jug, + eidos, shape, iikeness. 

G. aster, star. 

G. a, without, + taxis, order. 

G. a, without, + tresis, hoie. 

L. atrium, court, entranee haii. 

G. a, without, + trophe, nourishment. 

L. audire, to hear. 

L. dim., auricuia, externai ear. 

G. autos, seif, + nomos, iaw. 

L. axis, axie of a wheei, the iine about which 
any body turns. 


Baroreeeptor. 

Basion. 

Basisphenoid. 

Bicuspid. 

Biepharai. 

Boius. 

Branehiai. 

Braehyeephaiie. 

Bregma. 

Buccai. 


G. baros, weight (pressure reeeptor). 

G. basis, footing, base. 

G. basis, base, + sphenoeides, 
wedgeshaped. 

L. bis, two, + cuspis, point. 

G. biepharon, eyeiid. 

G. boios, mass. 

L. branehiae, or G., branehia, giiis. 

G. braehys, short, + kephaie, head. 

G. breehein, to moisten, (thought most humid 
part of infant skuii). 

L. bucca, eheek. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Bulbus. 

Bulla. 

Bursa. 


L. bulbus, bulb, svvollen root. 

L. bulla, a bubble; henee spherleal In shape. 
L. bursa, a purse; henee purse-shaped 
objeet. 


Callosum. 

Galvaria. 

eanine. 

Canthus. 

Caput (pl. eapita). 
earotid. 

Caruncle. 

Cava. 

Cavernosus. 

Cavum. 

Cementum. 

Centrum. 

eephalie. 

Cerebellum. 

Cerebrum. 

eervieal. 

ehiasma. 

ehoana (pl. -ae). 

ehoroid. 

eiliary. 

Circumflex. 

Circumvallate. 

eisterna. 

Claustrum. 

eoehlea. 

Collum. 


L. callosus, -a, -um, thlek-sklnned, also a 
beam or rafter. 

L. calvus, bald. 

L. eanis, dog. 

G. kanthos, rlm on a vvheel. 

L. caput, head. 

G. karon, deep sleep (pressure on artery 
produces stupor). 

L. dlm. of earo, flesh, any fleshy emlnenee. 
L. cavus, -a, -um, hollovv or eave. 

L. eaverna, a hollovv or eave. 

L. cavum, a hollovv or eave. 

L. caementum, rough stone. 

L. centrum, eentre. 

G. kephale, head. 

L. dlm. cerebrum, braln. 

L. cerebrum, braln. 

L. cervix, neek. 

G. ehiasma, flgure of X. 

G. ehoane, funnel. 

G. ehorion, skln, -i- eidos, shape, llkeness. 
L. cilium (pl. eilia), eyelash. 

L. circum, around, -i- flexere, to bend. 

L. circum, around, -l- vallum, vvall. 

L. eisterna, reservolr. 

L. claustrum, barrler. 

L. eoehlea (G., koehlias), splral, snall shell. 
L. collum, neek. 
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Terms Important in the Head and Neek 


Comes. 

Gomitans 

(pl. eomitantes). 

Commissure. 

Communicans. 

Concha. 

Conjunctiva. 

eonstrietor. 

Conus. 

Convoiution. 

Copuia. 

eornea. 

Cornu. 

eorona. 

eoronary. 

eoronoid. 
Corpus 
(pl. eorpora). 
Corrugator. 
Cortex 

(adj. eortieai). 

Corticofugai. 

eortieopetai. 

eraniai. 

Cranium 

(adj. eraniai). 

eribriform. 

erieoid. 

erista. 

erista gaiii. 


L. eomes, eompanlon. 

L. eomitari, to aeeompany. 

L. eommissora {cum + mittere), eonneetlon. 
L. eommonieans, communlcatlng. 

L. eoneha, blvalve, oyster shell. 

L. eonj, together + jungo, I joln, 
henee eonneetlng. 

L. eonstringere, to draw together. 

L. conus, eone. 

L. eon, together, + voivo, to roll. 

L. copuia, tle (from copuiare, to copulate). 

L. corneus, horny. 

L. cornu, horn. 

L. eorona, crown. 

L. coronarius, pertalnlng to a wreath or 
crown; henee, enelrellng. 

G. korax, crow, + eidos, form, llkeness. 

L. body. 

L. eon, together + ruga, wrlnkle. 

L. cortex, bark, rlnd. 

L. cortex, bark of a tree, + fugere, to flee. 

L. cortex, bark of a tree, + petere, to seek. 
G. kranion, skull. 

G. kranion, skull. 

L. cribrum, sleve, + forma, form. 

G. krikos, rlng, + eidos, form, llkeness. 

L. erista, erest. 

L. erista, erest + L. gaiius, eoek, 
henee eoek’s eomb. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Cruciate. 

L. crux, eross. 

Crus (pl. crura). 

L. crus, leg. 

Culmen. 

L. culmen, top. 

Cupula. 

L. cupula, a small eask or cup. 

Cuspis. 

L. cuspis, polnt. 

Daeryon. 

G. dakryon, tear. 

Decussation. 

L. decussatio, interseetlon of two llnes, 
as In Roman X. 

Dendrite. 

G. dendros, tree. 

Dens. 

L. dens, tooth. 

Dentine. 

L. dens, tooth. 

Dentition. 

L. dentitis, cuttlng of teeth. 

Detrusor. 

L. detrudere, to push down. 

Diastema (pl. -ata). 

G. diastema, Interval. 

Dieneephaion. 

G. dia, through, + enkephaios, braln. 

Dipioè. 

G. dipioé, fold. 

Dipiopia. 

G. dipioos, double, + opsis, vlslon. 

Dise. 

L. discus, dlse. 

Diverticuium. 

L. divertere, to turn aslde. 

Doiiehoeephaiie. 

G. doiiehos, long + G. kephaie, head. 

Duct. 

L. ducere, to lead or draw. 

Ductuie. 

L. ducere, to lead, dlm. 

Dura. 

L. dura, hard, strong. 

Eminenee. 

L. e, out, + minere, to jut. 

Emissary. 

L. e, out, + mittere, to send. 

Eneephaioeoeie, 

Eneephaioeeie. 

G. enkephaios, braln, + koiios, hollow. 

Eneephaion. 

G. en, wlthln, + kephaios, head. 

Endocranium. 

G. endon, wlthln, + kranion, skull. 

Endoiymph. 

G. endon, wlthln, + L. iympha, water. 

Ependyma. 

G. epi, upon, + endyma, garment. 
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Epicanthus. 

Epicranium. 

Epigiottis. 

Epithaiamus. 

Ethmoid. 

Exophthaimos. 


G. epi, upon, + kanthos, rim. 

G. epi, upon, + kranion, skull. 

G. epi, upon, + giottis, larynx. 

G. epi, on, + thaiamos, ehamber. 

G. ethmos, sieve, + eidos, form, iikeness. 
G. ex, out, + ophthaimos, eye. 


Faeiaiis. 

Faeies. 

Faieiform. 

Faix. 

Faseia (pi. -iae). 

Fascicuius. 

Fastigius. 

Fauces. 

Fenestra. 

Fissure. 

Fiavum. 

Fioccuius. 

Foiiieie. 

Fontaneiie. 

Foramen. 

Fornix. 

Fossa. 

Fourchette. 

Fovea. 

Fraenum, Frenum. 
Frenuium. 

Frontai. 

Fundus. 

Funicuiar. 

Fusiform. 


L. faeies, faee. 

L. faeies, faee. 

L. faix, siekie, + forma, shape, iikeness. 

L. fafx, faieis, siekie. 

L. faseia, band. 

L. faseis, bundie. 

L. fastiginm, siope. 

L. faux, throat. 

L. fenestra, window. 

L. fissnra (findo), a eieft. 

L. flavus, yeiiow. 

NL. dim. floccus, a tuft of wooi. 

L. fofficufus, a smaii bag. 

F. fontaneffe, a smaii fountain. 

L. foramen, hoie. 

L. fornix, areh or vauit. 

L. fossa, diteh, ehannei, something dug. 

F. fourchette, fork. 

L. fovea, smaii pit. 

L. fraenum, bridge. 

L. dim. fraenum, a iittie bridge. 

L. frons, frontis, forehead, brow. 

L. fundus, bottom. 

L. funis, rope. 

L. fusus, spindie, + forma, shape, iikeness. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Galea. 

Gallus. 

Genial. 

Genioglossus. 

Geniohyoid. 

Glabella. 

Glia. 

Globus. 

Glossal. 

Glossopharyngeus. 

Glottis. 

Gnathion. 

Griseum. 

Gyrus (pl. gyri). 


L. galea, leather helmet. 

L. gallus, eoek. 

G. geneion, ehln. 

G. geneion, ehln, + glossa, tongue. 

G. geneion, ehln, + hyoeides, U-shaped. 
L. glaber, smooth. 

G. gloia, glue. 

L. globus, sphere. 

G. glossa, tongue. 

G. glossa, tongue, + pharynx, throat. 

G. glottis, mouth of the vvlndplpe. 

G. gnathos, javv. 

L. griseus, blulsh. 

G. gyros, a turn. 


Habenula. 

Hemiplegia. 

Hemisphere. 

Hernia. 

Hiatus. 

Hilum. 

Hippocampus. 

Hydrocephalus. 

Hyoid. 

Hypaxial. 

Hypoglossal. 

Hypophysis. 

Hypothalamus. 


L. habena, strap. 

G. hemi, half, + plege, stroke. 

G. hemi, half, + sphaira, ball. 

L. hernia, protruslon. 

L. hiatus, gap. 

L. hilum, a small thlng. 

G. hippos, horse, + kampos, sea monster. 

G. hydor, vvater, + kephale, head. 

G. hyoeides, U-shaped. 

G. hypo, under, + L. axis, eentre llne, axls. 

G. hypo, under, + glossa, tongue. 

G. hypo, under, + physis, grovvth. 

G. hypo, under, + thalamos, ehamber, couch. 


Icterus. 

ineisor. 

Incisura. 

Infundibulum. 


G. ikteros, jaundlce. 

L. incisus (ineidere), cut. 
L. ineidere, to cut Into. 

L. infundibulum, a funnel. 
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Terms Important in the Head and Neek 


Inion. 

G. inion, baek of head. 

Insula. 

L. insnia, island. 

Intima. 

L. intima, innermost. 

intrinsie. 

L. intrinseens, invvard. 

Invagination. 

L. in, in, + vagina, sheath. 

Iris. 

G. iris, rainbovv. 

lsthmus. 

G. isthmos, narrovv eonneetion. 

Jugal. 

L. jugum, yoke. 

Jugular. 

L.juguiaris {juguium), pertaining to the neek. 

Jugum. 

L. jugum, yoke. 

Labial. 

L. iabiaiis (iabia), pertaining to lips. 

Labium. 

L. iabium, lip. 

Labrum. 

L. iabrum, rim. 

Labyrinth. 

G. iabyrinthos, maze. 

Laeerate. 

L. iaeerare, to tear. 

Laerimal. 

L. iaerima, tear. 

Lacuna. 

L. iacuna, pond. 

Lacus. 

L. iacus, lake. 

Lambdoid. 

G. iambda, shaped like Greek letter L. 

Lamella. 

L. dim. of iamina, leaf. 

Lamina (pl. -ae). 

L. iamina, thin plate. 

Larynx. 

G. iarynx, upper part of vvindpipe. 

Leminiscus. 

G. ieminiskos, band. 

Lemma. 

G. iemma, skin. 

Lens. 

L. iens, lentil. 

Leptomeninges. 

G. ieptos, thin, + meninx, membrane. 

Limbus. 

L. iimbus, border. 

Limen. 

L. iimen, threshold. 

Ling-. 

L. iingua, tongue. 

Lingual. 

L. iingua, tongue. 

Lingula. 

L. iinguia, small tongue. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Lobus. 

G. lobos, lobe. 

Locus. 

L. locus, plaee. 

Lucidum. 

L. Iucidus (lux), full of llght, elear. 

Lumen. 

L. Iumen, llght, openlng. 

Lunate. 

L. Iuna, moon. 

Macula. 

L. macula, spot, staln. 

Malar. 

L. mala, eheek bone. 

Malleus. 

L. malleus, hammer. 

Mandible. 

L. mando, 1 chew. 

Marginal. 

L. marginalis (margo), borderlng. 

Masseter. 

G. masseter, chewer. 

Mastieation. 

L. mastieatio, chewlng. 

Mastoid. 

G. mastos, breast, + eidos, form, llkeness. 

Mater. 

A. mater, wrap or nutrlent. 

Matrix. 

L. matrix (mater), womb, groundwork, mold. 

Maxilla. 

L. maxilla, jaw, now bone of upper jaw. 

Meatus (pl. -us). 

L. meatus, passage. 

Medulla. 

L. medulla, marrow, plth. 

Meninges. 

G. meninx, membrane. 

Meningoeoele, 

G. meninx, membrane, + koilos, hollow. 

Meningoeele. 

Meninx 

G. meninx, membrane. 

(pl. meninges). 
Mental. 

L. mentum, ehln. 

Meseneephalon. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + en, In, + kephale, head 

Metathalamus. 

G. meta, after, + thalamus, ehamber. 

Meteneephalon. 

G. meta, after, + enkephalos, braln. 

Metopie. 

G. metopon, forehead. 

Mieroeephaly. 

G. mikros, small, + kephale, head. 

Mierodont. 

G. mikros, small, + odous, tooth. 

Mieroglia. 

G. mikros, small, + gloia, glue. 

Mierosmatie. 

G. mikros, small, + osmaomai, to smell. 
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Modiolus. 

L. modiolus, hub. 

Molar. 

L. molaris (mola), pertaining to a millstone. 

Myeleneephalon. 

G. myelos, marrovv, + enkephalos, brain. 

Mylohyoid. 

G. myle, mill, + hyoeides, U-shaped. 

Naris (pl. -es). 

L. naris, nostril. 

Nasion. 

L. nasus, nose. 

Neopallium. 

G. neos, nevv, + pallium, eloak. 

Nerve. 

L. nervus, G. neuron, eordlike structure. 


nerve, tendon. 

Neural. 

G. neuron, nerve. 

Neuralgia. 

G. neuron, nerve, + algos, pain. 

Neuraxon. 

G. neuron, nerve, + axon, axis. 

Neurilemma. 

G. neuron, nerve, + lemma, husk, sheath. 

Neuroblast. 

G. neuron, nerve, + blastos, bud. 

Neuroectomy. 

G. neuron, nerve, + ektome, excision. 

Neuroglia. 

G. neuron, nerve, + gloia, glue. 

Neurology. 

G. neuron, nerve, + logos, treatise. 

Neuron. 

G. neuron, eordlike structure, sinevv, tendon; 


equivalent of L. nervus, henee, nerve. 

Nigra. 

L. niger, blaek. 

Nietitating. 

L. nietare, to vvink. 

Node. 

L. nodus, knot. 

Notoehord. 

G. noton, baek, + ehorde, eord. 

Nucha. 

L. nucha, nape of neek. 

Nuchal. 

L. nucha, nape of neek. 

Nystagmus. 

G. nystagma, short sleep (during vvhieh 


rhythmie head movements occur), modern 
use, rhythmie eye movements. 

Obelion. 

G. obelos, pointed pillar. 

Oeeipital. 

L. occipitium, baek of head. 

Occlusion. 

L. ob, before, + claudo, 1 elose. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Oculomotor. 

Odontoblast. 

Odontoid. 

Oligodendroglia. 

Omohyoid. 


Opisthion. 

Ophthalmie. 

Optie. 

Oral. 

Ora serrata. 
Orbit. 

Orifiee. 

Os. 

Osseous. 

Ossiele. 

Ossifieation. 

Osteone. 

Osteoeyte. 

Osteology. 

Osteolysis. 

Osteomalaeia. 

Ostium. 

Otie. 

Otolith. 

Paehymeninges. 

Palate. 

Pallidus. 

Pallium. 

Palpebra. 


L. oculus, eye, + motor, mover. 

G. odous, tooth, + blastos, bud. 

G. odous, tooth, + eidos, shape, likeness. 

G. oligos, few, + dendron, tree, + gloia, glue. 
G. omos, shoulder, + G. hyoeides, U-shaped; 
thus muscle passing from shoulder to 
U-shaped hyoid bone. 

G. opisthios, posterior. 

G. ophthalmos, eye. 

G. opsis, sight. 

L. os, oris, mouth; (eompare L. os, bone, 
below). 

L. ora, edge, + serra, saw. 

L. orbis, anything circular. 

L. orificium, opening. 

L. os, bone. 

L. os (pl. ossa), bone. 

L. ossiculum, small bone. 

L. os, bone, + faeere, to make. 

G. osteon, bone. 

G. osteon, bone, + kytos, eell. 

G. osteon, bone, + logos, treatise. 

G. osteon, bone, + lysis, melting. 

G. osteon, bone, + malakia, softness. 

L. ostium, door. 

G. otikos, belonging to the ear. 

G. ous, otos, ear, + lithos, stone. 

G.paehys, thiek, + meninx, membrane. 

L. paiatnm, palate. 

L. pallidus, pale. 

L. pallium, eloak. 

L. palpebra, eyelid. 
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Terms Important in the Head and Neek 


Papilloedema, 

Papilledema. 

Paraesthesia, 

Paresthesis. 

Paraflocculus. 

Paraganglion. 

Paralysis. 

Paraplegia. 

Parasympathetie. 

Parathyroid. 

Paraxial. 

Paresis. 

Parotid. 

Periodontal. 

Petrosal. 

Petrous. 

Pharynx. 

Philtrum. 

Phonation. 

Pia. 

Pilus. 

Pineal. 

Pinna (pl. -ae). 
Piriform. 

Pituitary. 


Platyeephaly. 

Platysma. 


L. papilla, nipple, + oedema, svvelling. 

G. para, alongside of, + aisthesis, sensation. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. floccus, 
floek of vvool. 

G. para, along, beside, + ganglion, knot. 

G. para, alongside of, + lyein, to loosen. 

G. para, alongside of, + plesso, I strike. 

G. para, alongside of, + sympathetikos, 
sympathetie. 

G. para, near, + thyreos, oblong shield, + 
eidos, form, likeness. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. axis, axle. 

G. paresis, relaxation. 

G. para, near, + ous, otos, ear. 

G. peri, around, + odous, tooth. 

L. petrosus, roeky. 

L. petrosus, roeky. 

G. pharynx, throat. 

G. philtron, love potion, anything that 
avvakens love. 

G. phone, voiee. 

L. pius, delieate. 

L. pilus, hair. 

L. pinea, pine eone. 

L. penna, pinna, feather; henee, vving. 

L. pirum, pear, + forma, shape, likeness. 

L. pituita, slime, phlegm; at one time believed 
to seerete a mucous material from the 
brain into the nose. 

G. platys, flat, + kephale, head. 

G. platysma, plate. 
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Plexus (pl. -us). 

L. plexus, plaiting, braid. 

Pliea. 

L. plieare, to fold. 

Pneumatic. 

G. pneumatikos, pertaining to breath. 

Pons. 

L. pons, pontis, bridge. 

Popliteus. 

L. poples, ham. 

Pore. 

L. porus, passage. 

Porta. 

L. porta (pl. -ae), gate. 

Portal. 

L. porta (pl. -ae), gate. 

Portio. 

L. portio, part. 

Porus. 

G. poros, passage. 

Premolar. 

L. pre, in front, + molaris, molar. 

Presbyopia. 

G. presbys, old man, + opsis, sight. 

Procerus. 

L. procerus, tall, extended. 

Processus. 

L. processus, going forvvards. 

Proehordal. 

G. pro, in front of, + ehorde, eord. 

Prognathism. 

G. pro, in front of, + gnathos, javv. 

Promontory. 

G. promontorium, mountain ridge. 

Proptosis. 

G.pro, before, + ptosis, falling. 

Proseneephalon. 

G.pro, before, + enkephalos, brain. 

Prosthion. 

G. prosthen, before. 

Protuberance. 

L. protubero, 1 svvell. 

Pterygoid. 

G. pteryx, vving, + eidos, likeness, shape 

Ptosis. 

G. ptosis, fall. 

Pulvinar. 

L. poivinar, cushioned couch. 

Punctum. 

L. punctum, point. 

Pupil. 

L. pupa, girl. 

Putamen. 

L. putamen, shell, husk. 

Pyramid. 

G.pyramis, pyramid. 

Pyriform. 

L. pirum, pear, + forma, shape. 

Quadrigeminus. 

L. quadrigeminus, four-fold, four. 
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Reeess. 

L. recessus, retreat. 

Refleet. 

L. refleeto, to turn baek. 

Retina. 

L. rete, net. 

Rhinal. 

G. rhis, nose. 

Rhineneephalon. 

G. rhis, nose, + enkephalos, braln. 

Rhinion. 

G. rhinion, nostrll. 

Rhombeneephalon. 

G. rhombos, rhombold, + enkephalos, braln 

Rima. 

L. rima, eleft. 

Risorios. 

L. risus, laughter. 

Rostrom (pl. -a). 

L. rostrum, beak. 

Ruga (pl. -ae). 

L. ruga, vvrlnkle. 

Sae. 

L. saccus, saek. 

Sacculus. 

L. sacculus, a llttle bag. 

Salivary. 

L. saliva, sallva. 

Seala. 

L. seala, stalrease. 

Sealene. 

G. skalenos, uneven. 

Sealp. 

Teutonlc. skalp, shell. 

Selera. 

G. skleros, hard. 

Selerotie. 

G. skleros, hard. 

Sella turcica. 

L. sella, saddle, + turcica, Turklsh. 

Semilunar. 

L. semi, half, + luna, moon. 

Septum. 

L. saeptum, fenee. 

Sialogram. 

G. sialon, sallva, + gramma, mark. 

Sigmoid. 

G. sigma, Greek letter S, + eidos, shape, 
llkeness. 

Sinister. 

L. sinister, left slde or unlucky. 

Sinus (pl. -us). 

L. sinus, curve, eavlty, bosom. 

Sphenoid. 

G. sphen, vvedge, + eidos, llkeness, shape. 

Stapes. 

L. stapes, stlrrup. 

Strabismus. 

G. strabismos, squlntlng. 

Stratum (pl. strata). 

L. stratum, layer. 

Stria. 

L. stria, furrow. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Striatum. 

Styloid. 

Sublingual. 

Submandibular. 

Substantia. 

Sulcus. 

Superciliary. 

Sustentaculum. 

Sympathetie. 

Taenia,Tenia. 

Tapetum. 

Tectum. 

Tegmen. 

Tegmentum. 

Tela. 

Teleneephalon. 

Tentorium. 

Teres. 

Terminalis. 

Thalamus. 

Theea. 

Tonsil. 

Tragus. 

Tympanie. 

Uvea. 

Uvula. 

Vallate. 

Vallecula. 

Valve. 


L. striatus, grooved, streaked. 

G. stylos, pillar, + eidos, likeness. 

L. sub, under, + lingua, tongue. 

L. sub, under, + mandibula, jaw. 

L. substantia, substance. 

L. sulcus, furrow. 

L. super, above, + cilium, eyelid. 

L. sustentaculum, support. 

G. syn, together, + pathein, to suffer. 

L. taenia, band, ribbon. 

L. tapete, earpet, tapestry. 

L. tectum (tego), roof. 

L. tegmen, eovering. 

L. tegumentum, eovering. 

L. tela, web. 

G. telos, end, + enkephalos, brain. 

L. tentorium, tent. 

L. tero, I grind, rub. 

L. terminare, to limit. 

G. thalamos, ehamber. 

L. theea, envelope, sheath. 

L. tonsilla, mooring post. 

G. tragos, goat, from small tuft of hair (goat’s 
beard) in this region. 

L. tympanum, drum. 

L. uva, grape. 

L. uva, grape. 

L. vallum, rampart, walled. 

L. dim. of vallus, fossa. 

L. valva, leaf of door. 
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Valvula. 

L. valvula, a little fold, valve. 

Velum. 

L. velum, veil. 

Ventriele. 

L. ventriculus, little eavity, loculus. 

Vermiform. 

L. vermis, worm, + forma, shape. 

Vermis. 

L. vermis, worm. 

Vertebra. 

L. vertebra, joint. 

Vertex. 

L. vertex, whirl, whirlpool. 

Vestibulum. 

L. vestibuium, entranee court. 

Vestige. 

L. vestigium, traee, footprint. 

Vitreus, vitreous. 

L. vitreus, of glass; henee, transparent. 

Vomer. 

L. vomer, ploughshare. 

Zygapophysis. 

G. zygon, yoke, + apophysis, proeess of a 


bone. 
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TERMS SPEGIFie TO THE 
NERVOES SYSTEM 


Abducens. 

Aberrant. 

Aeeessory. 

Acoustic. 

Aditus. 

Afferent. 

Aia. 

Ambiguus. 

Amygdaioid. 

Annuius. 

Ansa. 

Antrum. 

Aphasia. 

Aphonia. 

Apophysis. 

Aqueduct. 

Aqueous. 

Araehnoid. 

Arbor vitae. 

Archipaiiium. 

Arcuate. 

Arcus. 

Ataxia. 

Auditory. 


L. ab, away, + ducens, leading. 

L. ab, away, + errare, to stray. 

L. accessorius, supplementary. 

G. akoustikos, pertaining to hearing. 

L. aditus, opening. 

L. ad, to, + ferre, to earry. 

L. a/a, wing. 

L. amb, both ways, + agere, to drive. 

G. amydaie, almond, + eidos, form, likeness. 
L. anuius (annuius), a ring. 

L. ansa, handle. 

G. antron, eave. 

G. a, without, + phasis, speeeh. 

G. a, without, + phone, voiee. 

G. apo, from. + physis, growth. 

L. aqua, water, + ducere, to lead. 

L. aqua, water. 

G. araehnes, spider, + eidos, shape, 
likeness. 

L. arbor, tree, + vitae, of life. 

G. arehi, prineipal, + paiiium, eloak. 

L. arcuaiis, areh-shaped. 

L. arcus, bow. 

G. a, without, + taxis, order. 

L. audire, to hear. 


74 



Terms Speeifie to the Nervoas System 


Autonomic. 

G. autos, self, + nomos, law. 

Axon. 

G. axon, axls. 

Baroreeeptor. 

G. baros, welght (pressure reeeptor). 

Basilie. 

A. aTbasilie, Inner veln. 

Bulbus. 

L. bulbus, bulb, swollen root. 

Callosum. 

L. callosus, -a, -um, thlek-sklnned, also a 

beam or rafter. 

Calyx (pl. ealiees). 

L. calyx, husk, cup-shaped proteetlve 
eoverlng. 

Cauda, caudal. 

L. cauda, tall. 

Cava. 

L. cavus, -a, -um, hollow or eave. 

Cavernosus. 

L. eaverna, a hollow or eave. 

Cavum. 

L. cavum, a hollow or eave. 

Celiac, eoeliae. 

G. koilia, belly. 

Cerebellum. 

L. dlm. cerebrum, braln. 

Cerebrum. 

L. cerebrum, braln. 

ehiasma. 

G. ehiasma, flgure of X. 

eiliary. 

L. cilium (pl. eilia), eyelash. 

Circumvallate. 

L. circum, around, + vallum, wall. 

eisterna. 

L. eisterna, reservolr. 

Claustrum. 

L. claustrum, barrler. 

eoehlea. 

L. eoehlea (G., koehlias), splral, snall shell. 

Colliculus. 

L. colliculus, llttle hlll. 

Commissure. 

L. commissura {cum + mittere), eonneetlon 

Communicans. 

L. communicans, communlcatlng. 

Concha. 

L. eoneha, blvalve, oyster shell. 

Convolution. 

L. eon, together, + volvo, to roll. 

Copula. 

L. copula, tle (from copulare, to copulate). 

Corpus 
(pl. eorpora). 

L. body. 
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Cortex 

(adj. eortieal). 

Corticofugal. 

eortieopetal. 

eotyledon. 

Culmen. 

Decussation. 

Dendrite. 

Dermatome. 

Dieneephalon. 

Diplopia. 

Diverticulum. 

Dura. 

Dysarthria. 


Efferent. 

Eneephaloeoele, 

Eneephaloeele. 

Eneephalon. 

Endolymph. 

Endoneurium. 

Ependyma. 

Epineurium. 

Epithalamus. 

Faleiform. 

Falx. 

Fastigius. 

Fenestra. 

Fibre, Fiber. 


L. cortex, bark, rind. 

L. cortex, bark of a tree, + fugere, to flee. 

L. cortex, bark of a tree, + petere, to seek. 
G. kotyledon, cup-shaped hollow. 

L. culmen, top. 

L. decussatio, interseetion of two iines, as in 
Roman X. 

G. dendros, tree. 

G. derma, skin, + temnein, to cut. 

G. dia, through, + enkephalos, brain. 

G. diploos, doubie, + opsis, vision. 

L. divertere, to turn aside. 

L. dura, hard, strong. 

G. dys, hard, arthron, joint, henee disjointed 
speeeh. 

L. ex, out, + ferre, to bear. 

G. enkephalos, brain, + koilos, hoiiow. 

G. en, within, + kephalos, head. 

G. endon, within, + L. lympha, water. 

G. endon, within, + neuron, nerve. 

G. epi, upon, + endyma, garment. 

G. epi, on, + neuron, nerve. 

G. epi, on, + thalamos, ehamber. 

L. falx, siekie, + forma, shape, iikeness. 

L. falx, faleis, siekie. 

L. fastigium, siope. 

L. fenestra, window. 

L. fibra, fibre, string, thread. 
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Fibril. 

NL. fibrilla, a little thread. 

Filament. 

L. filamentum, thin fibre. 

Filum. 

L. filum, thread. 

Fimbria. 

L. fimbriae, threads, fringe. 

Fissure. 

L. fissura (findo), a eleft. 

Flocculus. 

NL. dim. floccus, a tuft of wool. 

Folliele. 

L. folliculus, a small bag. 

Fornix. 

L. fornix, areh or vault. 

Fourchette. 

F. fourchette, fork. 

Fovea. 

L. fovea, small pit. 

Fundus. 

L. fundus, bottom. 

Funicular. 

L. funis, rope. 

Fusiform. 

L. fusus, spindle, + forma, shape, likeness 

Ganglion. 

G. ganglion, a swelling under the skin. 

Genu. 

L. genu, knee. 

Glia. 

G. gloia, glue. 

Globus. 

L. globus, sphere. 

Glossopharyngeus. 

G. glossa, tongue, + pharynx, throat. 

Griseum. 

L. griseus, bluish. 

Gyrus (pl. gyri). 

G. gyros, a turn. 

Habenula. 

L. habena, strap. 

Hemiplegia. 

G. hemi, half, + plege, stroke. 

Hemisphere. 

G. hemi, half, + sphaira, ball. 

Hernia. 

L. hernia, protrusion. 

Hiatus. 

L. hiatus, gap. 

Hilum. 

L. hilum, a small thing. 

Hippocampus. 

G. hippos, horse, + kampos, sea monster. 

Hydrocephalus. 

G. hydor, water, + kephale, head. 

Hypaxial. 

G. hypo, under, + L. axis, eentre line, axis. 

Hypoglossal. 

G. hypo, under, + glossa, tongue. 
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Hypophysis. 

G. hypo, under, + physis, growth. 

Hypothalamus. 

G. hypo, under, + thalamos, ehamber, couch 

Impar. 

L. impar, unequal. 

Impression. 

L. in, in, + premere, to press. 

Incisura. 

L. ineidere, to cut into. 

Indusium. 

L. indusium, tunic. 

Infundibulum. 

L. infundibulum, a funnel. 

Innervation. 

L. /n, in, + nervus, nerve. 

Insula. 

L. insula, island. 

Intrinsie. 

L. intrinsecus, inward. 

Invagination. 

L. in, in, + vagina, sheath. 

Isthmus. 

G. isthmos, narrow eonneetion. 

Jugular. 

L.jugularis (juguium), pertaining to the neek. 

Jugum. 

L.jugum, yoke. 

Kinetie. 

G. kinesis, movement. 

Labyrinth. 

G. iabyrinthos, maze. 

Lacuna. 

L. Iacuna, pond. 

Lamina (pl. -ae). 

L. lamina, thin plate. 

Leminiscus. 

G. leminiskos, band. 

Leptomeninges. 

G. leptos, thin, + meninx, membrane. 

Limbus. 

L. Iimbus, border. 

Limen. 

L. limen, threshold. 

Lingula. 

L. Iingula, small tongue. 

Lobus. 

G. lobos, lobe. 

Lucidum. 

L. Iucidus (lux), full of light, elear. 

Lumen. 

L. Iumen, light, opening. 

Lunate. 

L. Iuna, moon. 
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Macula. 

Mater. 

Matrix. 

Meatus (pl. -us). 

Medulla. 

Meninges. 

Meningoeoeie, 

Meingoeeie. 

Meninx 

(pl. meninges). 

Meseneephaion. 

Metathaiamus. 

Meteneephaion. 

Mieroeephaiy. 

Mierogiia. 

Mierosmatie. 

Mydriasis. 

Myeieneephaion. 

Myenterie. 

Neopaiiium. 

Nerve. 

Neurai. 

Neuraigia. 

Neuraxon. 

Neurenteric. 

Neuriiemma. 

Neurobiast. 

Neuroectomy. 

Neurogiia. 

Neuroiogy. 


L. macula, spot, staln. 

A. mater, wrap or notrlent. 

L. matrix {mater), womb, groundwork, mold. 
L. meatus, passage. 

L. medulla, marrow, plth. 

G. meninx, membrane. 

G. meninx, membrane, + koiios, hollow. 

G. meninx, membrane. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + en, In, + kephaie, head. 
G. meta, after, + thaiamus, ehamber. 

G. meta, after, + enkephaios, braln. 

G. mikros, small, + kephaie, head. 

G. mikros, small, + gioia, glue. 

G. mikros, small, + osmaomai, to smell. 

G. mydriasis, dllatlon of pupll. 

G. myeios, marrow, + enkephaios, braln. 

G. mys, muscle, + enteron, gut. 

G. neos, new, + paiiium, eloak. 

L. nervus, G. neuron, eordllke structure, 
nerve, tendon. 

G. neuron, nerve. 

G. neuron, nerve, + aigos, paln. 

G. neuron, nerve, + axon, axls. 

G. neuron, nerve, + enteron, gut. 

G. neuron, nerve, + iemma, husk, sheath. 

G. neuron, nerve, + biastos, bud. 

G. neuron, nerve, + ektome, exclslon. 

G. neuron, nerve, + gioia, glue. 

G. neuron, nerve, + iogos, treatlse. 
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Neuron. 

Neuropil. 

Neuropore. 

Nigra. 

Node. 

Nystagmus. 


G. neuron, eordlike structure, sinew, tendon; 

equivalent of L. nervus, henee, nerve. 

G. neuron, nerve, + pilos, felt. 

G. neuron, nerve, + poros, hole. 

L. niger, blaek. 

L. nodus, knot. 

G. nystagma, short sleep (during which 
rhythmie head movements occur), modern 
use, rhythmie eye movements. 


Ocuiomotor. 

Oifaetory. 

Oiigodendrogiia. 

Ophthaimie. 

Optie. 

Ostium. 

Otie. 

Otoiith. 


L. oculus, eye, + motor, mover. 

L. olere, to smell, + faeere, to make. 

G. oiigos, few, + dendron, tree, + gloia, glue. 
G. ophthalmos, eye. 

G. opsis, sight. 

L. ostium, door. 

G. otikos, belonging to the ear. 

G. ous, otos, ear, + lithos, stone. 


Paehymeninges. 

Paiiidus. 

Paiiium. 

Papiiioedema, 

Papiiiedema. 

Paraesthesia, 

Paresthesis. 

Parafioccuius. 

Paragangiion. 

Paraiysis. 

Parapiegia. 

Parasympathetie. 


G. paehys, thiek, + meninx, membrane. 

L. pallidus, pale. 

L. pallium, eloak. 

L.papilla, nipple, + oedema, swelling. 

G. para, alongside of, + aisthesis, sensation. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. floccus, floek of 
wool. 

G.para, along, beside, + ganglion, knot. 

G. para, alongside of, + lyein, to loosen. 

G. para, alongside of, + plesso, I strike. 

G. para, alongside of, + sympathetikos, 
sympathetie. 
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Paraxial. 

Parenehyma. 

Paresis. 

Parietai. 

Parieties. 

Pedieie. 

Peduncuius. 

Peiiucida. 

Periiymph. 

Perineum. 

Petrosai. 

Petrous. 

Phonation. 

Photoreeeptor. 

Phrenie. 

Pia. 

Piriform. 

Pituitary. 


Piaeode. 

Piexus (pl. -us). 
Piiea. 

Pons. 

Presbyopia. 

Processus. 

Proehordai. 

Profundus. 

Proprioeeptor. 

Proptosis. 

Proseneephaion. 

Puivinar. 

Punctum. 


G. para, alongside of, + L. axis, axle. 

G. parenehyma, pouring out into the adjaeent. 
G. paresis, relaxation. 

L. paries, wall. 

L. paries, wall. 

L. pes, foot. 

L. pedicuius, a little foot. 

L. per, through, + iucere, to shine. 

G. peri, around, + L. iympha, fluid. 

G. perinaion, perineum. 

L. petrosus, roeky. 

L. petrosus, roeky. 

G. phone, voiee. 

G. phos, light, + reeipio, I reeeive. 

G. phren, diaphragm. 

L. pius, delieate. 

L. pirum, pear, + forma, shape, likeness. 

L. pituita, slime, phlegm; at one time believed 
to seerete a mucous material from the 
brain into the nose. 

G. piax, anything flat. 

L. piexus, plaiting, braid. 

L. piieare, to fold. 

L. pons, pontis, bridge. 

G. presbys, old man, + opsis, sight. 

L. processus, going forwards. 

G. pro, in front of, + ehorde, eord. 

L. profundus, deep. 

L. proprius, speeial, + eapere, to take. 

G. pro, before, + ptosis, falling. 

G. pro, before, + enkephaios, brain. 

L. puivinar, cushioned couch. 

L. punctum, point. 
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Pupil. 

L. pupa, glrl. 

Putamen. 

L. putamen, shell, husk. 

Pyramid. 

G. pyramis, pyramld. 

Pyriform. 

L. pirum, pear, + forma, shape. 

Quadrigeminus. 

L. quadrigeminus, four-fold, four. 

Radieie. 

L. radix, root. 

Radix. 

L. radix, root. 

Ramify. 

L. ramus, braneh, + faeere, to make. 

Ramus. 

L. ramus, braneh. 

Raphe. 

G. raphe, seam. 

Reeeptor. 

L. reeipere, to take baek, reeelve. 

Reeess. 

L. recessus, retreat. 

Restiform. 

L. restis, rope, + forma, shape, form. 

Reticuium. 

L. reticuium, llttle net. 

Retina. 

L. rete, net. 

Rhineneephaion. 

G. rhis, nose, + enkephaios, braln. 

Rhombeneephaion. 

G. rhombos, rhombold, + enkephaios, braln 

Rostrum (pl. -a). 

L. rostrnm, beak. 

Sae. 

L. saccus, saek. 

Saccuius. 

L. saccuius, a llttle bag. 

Sareoiemma. 

G. sarx, flesh, + iemma, husk, skln. 

Seaia. 

L. seaia, stalrease. 

Seiatie. 

G. isehion, hlp jolnt. 

Seiera. 

G. skieros, hard. 

Seierotie. 

G. skieros, hard. 

Septum. 

L. saeptum, fenee. 

Sinister. 

L. sinister, left slde or unlucky. 

Sinus (pl. -us). 

L. sinus, curve, eavlty, bosom. 

Sinusoid. 

L. sinus, curve, eavlty, + eidos, shape, 
llkeness. 
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Terms 

' Speeifie to the Nervous System 

Somatie. 

G. soma (pl. somata), body. 

Somite. 

G. soma, body, + sufflx -ite, indleatlng orlgln 

Spina. 

L. spina, thorn. 

Strabismos. 

G. strabismos, squlntlng. 

Stratom (pl. strata). 

L. stratom, layer. 

Stria. 

L. stria, furrow. 

Striatom. 

L. striatos, grooved, streaked. 

Subiinguai. 

L. sub, under, + tingua, tongue. 

Submandibuiar. 

L. sub, under, + mandibuia, jaw. 

Substantia. 

L. substantia, substance. 

Suicus. 

L. suicus, furrow. 

Superciiiary. 

L. super, above, + ciiium, eyelld. 

Sympathetie. 

G. syn, together, + pathein, to suffer. 

Synapse. 

G. syn, together, + haptein, to fasten. 

Tabuiar. 

L. tabuia, board, table. 

Tapetum. 

L. tapete, earpet, tapestry. 

Tectum. 

L. tectum (tego), roof. 

Tegmen. 

L. tegmen, eoverlng. 

Tegmentum. 

L. tegumentum, eoverlng. 

Teia. 

L. teia, web. 

Teieneephaion. 

G. teios, end, + enkephaios, braln. 

Tentorium. 

L. tentorium, tent. 

Terminaiis. 

L. terminare, to llmlt. 

Thaiamus. 

G. thaiamos, ehamber. 

Theea. 

L. theea, envelope, sheath. 

Traet. 

L. tractus, wool drawn out for splnnlng. 

Trigeminus. 

L. trigeminus, born three together. 

Tunica. 

L. tunica, undergarment. 

Llneiform. 

L. uncus, hook, + forma, shape. 

Llneinate. 

L. uncinatus, furnlshed wlth a hook. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Uncus. 

L. 

uncus, hook. 

Uvea. 

L. 

uva, grape. 

Vagus. 

L. 

vagus, vvandering. 

Velum. 

L. 

velum, veil. 

Ventriele. 

L. 

ventriculus, little eavity, loculus 

Vermis. 

L. 

vermis, vvorm. 

Vestibulum. 

L. 

vestibuium, entranee court. 

Zona. 

L. 

zona, belt, girdle. 

Zonula. 

L. 

dim. of zona, belt, girdle. 
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ALPHABETIGAL LIST OF TERMS 


Abdomen. 

Abducens. 

Abductor. 

Aberrant. 

Abortion. 

Absorption. 

Aeeessory. 

Acetabuium. 

Acinus. 

Acoustic. 

Aerania. 

Aeromegaiy. 

Aeromion. 

Adductor. 

Adenoid. 

Adhesion. 

Adipose. 

Aditus. 

Adnexa. 

Adoieseenee. 

Adrenai. 


A 

L. from abdere (?), to hide. 

L. ab, away, + ducens, leading. 

L. ab, away, + ducere, to lead. 

L. ab, away, + errare, to stray. 

L. abortio, to abort. 

L. absorptio, to swallow. 

L. accessorius, supplementary. 

L. acetabuium, vinegar cup, shape of hip 
joint. 

L. acinus, grape. 

G. ako^stikos, pertaining to hearing. 

G. a, without, + krania, heads. 

G. akros, extremity, + megaie, great. 

G. akron, height, extremity, + omos, shoulder. 
L. ad, to, + ducere, to lead. 

G. aden, aeorn, + eidos, form, 
likeness. 

L. adhaereo, to stiek together. 

L. adeps, fat. 

L. aditus, opening. 

L. ad, to, + nexus, bound. 

L. adoieseo, to grow up. 

L. ad, near, + renes, kidneys. 
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Adventia. 

Afferent. 

Agnathism. 

Agonist. 

Aia. 

Aiiantois. 

Aiveoios. 

Amastia. 

Ambiguus. 

Amnion. 

Amphiarthrosis. 

Ampuiia. 

Amygdaioid. 

Anaiogy. 

Anastomosis. 

Anatomy. 

Anconeus. 

Androgen. 

Android. 

Aneneephaiy. 

Angioiogy. 

Angie. 

Ankie. 

Ankyiosis. 

Aniage. 

Annuius. 

Anomaiy. 

Ansa. 


L. ad, to, + venire, to eome. 

L. ad, to, + ferre, to earry. 

G. a, without, + gnathos, jaw. 

G. agonistes, rival. 

L. a/a, wing. 

G. aiias, sausage, + eidos, form, 
appearanee. 

L. aiveoins, little eavity. 

G. a, without, + mastos, breast. 

L. amb, both ways, + agere, to drive. 

G. amnion, fetal membrane. 

G. amphi, on both sides, + arthrosis, joint. 
L. ampniia, a flask or vessel swelling in the 
middle. 

G. amydaie, almond, + eidos, form, 
likeness. 

G. ana, aeeording to, + iogos, treatise. 

G. anastomoein, to bring to a mouth, cause 
to communicate. 

G. ana, apart, + tennein, to cut. 

G. agkon, elbow. 

G. andros, man, + gennan, to produce. 

G. andros, man, + eidos, form, likeness. 

G. an, without, + enkephaios, brain. 

G. angeion, vessel, + iogos, treatise. 

L. anguius, angle. 

L. anguius, angle. 

G. ankyiosis, stiffening of the joint. 

Ger. an, on, + iegen, to lay (a laying on — 
primordium, precursor). 

L. anuius (annuius), a ring. 

G. an, without, + nomos, law. 

L. ansa, handle. 
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Antagonist. 

Antebrachium. 

Antefiexion. 

Anterior. 

Anteversion. 

Anthropoid. 

Antiheiix. 

Antitragus. 


Antrum. 

Anus. 

Aorta. 

Apertura. 

Aphasia. 

Aphonia. 

Apoerine. 

Aponeurosis. 

Apophysis. 

Appendicuiar. 

Appendix. 

Aqueduct. 

Aqueous. 

Araehnoid. 

Araehnodaetyii. 

Arbor vitae. 

Archipaiiium. 

Arcuate. 

Arcus. 

Areoia. 


G. anti, against, agonistes, rival. 

L. ante, before, + braehinm, arm. 

L. ante, before, + flexere, to bend. 

L. ante, before. 

L. ante, before, + versio, turning. 

G. anthropos, man, + eidos, form, likeness. 
G. anti, against, before, + heiix, eoil. 

G. anti, against, before, + tragus, goat, 
(perhaps the small tuft of hair grovving here 
was likened to a goat’s beard?). 

G. antron, eave. 

L. anus, fundament. 

G. aeiro, to raise. 

L. apertura, opening. 

G. a, without, + phasis, speeeh. 

G. a, without, + phone, voiee. 

G. apo, from, + krinein, to separate. 

G. apo, from, + neuron, tendon (earlier: 

nerve, later: tendon). 

G. apo, from, + physis, growth. 
adjeetival form of appendix. 

L. appendere, to hang upon. 

L. aqua, water, + ducere, to lead. 

L. aqua, water. 

G. araehnes, spider, + eidos, shape, 
likeness. 

as previous, spider fingers, Marfans 
syndrome. 

L. arbor, tree, + vitae, of life. 

G. arehi, prineipal, + paiiium, eloak. 

L. arcuaiis, areh-shaped. 

L. arcus, bow. 

L. areoia (dim. of area, open spaee). 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Arreetor. 

Artefaet. 

Artery. 


Articulation. 

Arytenoid. 

Aspera. 

Asterion. 

Asthenie. 

Atavistie. 

Ataxia. 

Ateieetasis. 

Atias. 

Atresia. 

Atrium. 

Atrophy. 

Auditory. 

Auricie. 

Autonomic. 

Axiai. 

Axiiia. 

Axis. 

Axon. 

Azygos. 


L. arrigere, to raise, thus arreetores pilorum, 
smaii muscies in skin that ereet the hairs. 

L. arte, by art, + factus, made. 

G. aer, air, + terein, to keep (L. arteria, 
vvindpipe). aneient beiief that biood vesseis 
eontained air. 

L. artus, joint, articuiatus, iittie joint, 
pi. articuiationes, joints. 

G. arytana, jug, + eidos, shape, iikeness. 

L. asper, rough. 

G. aster, star. 

G. a, vvithout, + sthenos, strength. 

L. atavus, grandfather. 

G. a, vvithout, + taxis, order. 

G. ateies, ineompiete, + eetasis, expansion. 
G. atiao, I sustain (Greek god vvho bears the 
vvorid). 

G. a, vvithout, + tresis, hoie. 

L. atrium, court, entranee haii. 

G. a, vvithout, + trophe, nourishment. 

L. audire, to hear. 

L. dim., auricuia, externai ear. 

G. autos, seif, + nomos, iavv. 

L. axis, axie of a vvheei, the iine about vvhieh 
any body turns. 

L. axiiia, armpit. 

L. axis, axie of a vvheei. 

G. axon, axis. 

G. a, not, + zygon, yoke; henee, unpaired. 
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Baroreeeptor. 

Basal. 

Basilie. 

Basion. 

Basisphenoid. 

Bieeps. 

Bieornoate. 

Bieospid. 

Bifid. 

Biforeate. 

Bilateral. 

Bile. 

Bipennate. 

Biventer. 

Blepharal. 

Bolus. 

Braehial. 

Brachium 

(pl.-ia). 

Branehial. 

Braehyeephalie. 

Bregma. 

Brevis. 

Bronehiole. 

Bronchus. 

Buccal. 

Bulbus. 


B 

G. baros, weight (pressure reeeptor). 

L. basis, footing, base. 

A. al-basilie, inner vein. 

G. basis, footing, base. 

G. basis, base, + sphenoeides, 
wedgeshaped. 

L. bis, two, + caput, head. 

L. bis, two, + cornua, horns. 

L. bis, two, + cuspis, point. 

L. bis, two, + findere, to eleave. 

L. bis, two, + furca, fork. 

L. bi, two, + latus, side. 

L. bilis, bile. 

L. bis, two, + pinna, feather. 

L. bis, two, + venter, belly. 

G. blepharon, eyelid. 

G. bolos, mass. 

L. braehialis, belonging to the arm (upper 
arm). 

L. brachium, arm, (upper arm). 

L. branehiae, or G. branehia, gills. 

G. braehys, short, + kephale, head. 

G. breehein, to moisten, (thought most humid 
part of infant skull). 

L. brevis, short. 

G. bronchiolus (dim. of bronchus, breehein, 
to moisten). 

G. bronehia, end of windpipe. 

L. bucca, eheek. 

L. bulbus, bulb, swollen root. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Bulla. 

Bursa. 


Calcaneus. 

Galear. 

Calcification. 

Callosum. 

Callous. 

ealvaria. 

Calyx 

(pl. ealiees). 

Canaliculus. 

Cancellous. 

eanine. 

Cannula. 

Canthus. 

eapillary. 

Capitulum. 

Capsule. 

Caput 

(pl. eapita). 

eardiae. 

eardinal. 


earina. 

earneae. 


L. bulla, a bubble; henee spherleal In 
shape. 

L. bursa, a purse; henee purse-shaped 
objeet. 


e 

L. calcaneus, heel. 

L. ealear, spur. 

L. calx, llme, -i- faeere, to make. 

L. callosus, -a, -um, thlek-sklnned, also a 
beam or rafter. 

L. as above, nevvly formed bone at fracture 
slte. 

L. calvus, bald. 

L. calyx, husk, cup-shaped proteetlve 
eoverlng. 

L. eanalis, vvateplpe. 

L. eaneelli, lattleevvork. 

L. eanis, dog. 

L. dlm. eanna, reed. 

G. kanthos, rlm on a vvheel. 

L. eapillaris, pertalnlng to the halr. 

L. dlm. caput, small head. 

L. dlm. of eapsa, box. 

L. caput, head. 

G. kardiakos (kardia), pertalnlng to the heart. 
L. eardinalis, pertalnlng to a door hlnge, on 
vvhleh somethlng Important or fundamental 
hlnges. 

L. earina, keel. 

L. carneus, fleshy. 
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Carnivorous. 

Carnosus. 

earotid. 

Carpus. 

eartiiage. 

Caruncie. 

eatheter. 

Cauda, caudai. 
Cava. 

Cavernosus. 

Cavum. 

Cecum, Caecum. 

Ceiiac, eoeiiae. 

Ceiom (e), Coeiom. 

Cementum. 

Centrum. 

eephaiie. 

Cerebeiium. 

Cerebrum. 

eervieai. 

ehiasma. 

Chirurgery. 

ehoana 

(pl.-ae). 

Choiedochus. 

ehorda. 

ehorion. 

ehoroid. 

ehromatoiysis. 


L. earno, flesh, + vorare, to devour. 

L. earnosos, fleshy. 

G. karon, deep sleep (pressure on artery 
produces stupor). 

G. karpos, wrlst. 

L. eartilago, grlstle, eartllage. 

L. dlm. of earo, flesh, any fleshy 
emlnenee. 

G. kata, down, + heimi, thrust. 

L. cauda, tall. 

L. cavus, -a, -um, hollow or eave. 

L. eaverna, a hollow or eave. 

L. cavum, a hollow or eave. 

L. caecus, -a, -um, bllnd. 

G. koilia, belly. 

G. koiloma, a hollow. 

L. caementum, rough stone. 

L. centrum, eentre. 

G. kephale, head. 

L. dlm. cerebrum, braln. 

L. cerebrum, braln. 

L. cervix, neek. 

G. ehiasma, flgure of X. 

G. eheir, hand, + ergon, work, (henee 
surgery). 

G. ehoane, funnel. 

G. ehole, blle, + doehos (deehomai), 
eontalner. 

G. ehorde, strlng of gut, eord. 

G. ehorion, skln. 

G. ehorion, skln, + eidos, shape, llkeness. 
G. ehroma, colour, + lysis, dlssolutlon. 
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ehromosome. 

G. ehroma, colour, + soma, body. 

ehyle. 

G. ehylos, juice. 

ehyme. 

G. ehymos, juice. 

eiliary. 

L. cilium (pl. eilia), eyelash. 

Cingulum. 

L. cingulum, girdle. 

Circumflex. 

L. circum, around, + flexere, to bend. 

Circumvallate. 

L. circum, around, + vallum, wall. 

eisterna. 

L. eisterna, reservoir. 

Claustrum. 

L. claustrum, barrier. 

eiava. 

L. elava, club. 

eiaviele. 

L. clavicula, a little key. 

eiimaeterie. 

G. klimakter, top of ladder (from klimax, 
ladder). 

eioaea. 

L. eloaea, sewer, drain. 

Coccyx. 

G. kokkyx, a cuckoo, henee a structure 
shaped like a cuckoo’s bill. 

eoehlea. 

L. eoehlea (G. koehlias), spiral, snail shell 

eollagen. 

G. kolla, glue, + L. gen, begetter of. 

eollateral. 

L. eon, together, + latus, side. 

Colliculus. 

L. colliculus, little hill. 

eolloid. 

G. kolla, glue, + eidos, likeness, shape. 

Collum. 

L. collum, neek. 

Colon. 

G. kolon, great gut. 

Comes. 

L. eomes, eompanion. 

eomitans 
(pl. eomitantes). 

L. eomitari, to aeeompany. 

Commissure. 

L. commissura (cum + mittere), eonneetie 

Communicans. 

L. communicans, communicating. 

Concha. 

L. eoneha, bivalve, oyster shell. 

eondyle. 

G. kondylos, knuckle. 

Conjunctiva. 

L. eonj, together + jungo, 1 join, henee 
eonneeting. 

eonstrietor. 

L. eonstringere, to draw together. 
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Conus. 

Convolution. 

Copula. 

Coraco-, eorono-. 
eoraeoid. 
Corium. 
eornea. 

Cornu. 

eorona. 

eoronary. 

eoronoid. 

Corpus 
(pl. eorpora). 
Corpuscie. 
Corrugator. 
Cortex 

(adj. eortieai). 
Corticofugai. 
eortieopetai. 
Costa 

(adj. eostai). 
eotyiedon. 

Coxa. 

eraniai 

Cranium. 

(adj. eraniai). 

eremaster. 

eribriform. 

erieoid. 

erista. 

erista gaiii. 


L. conus, eone. 

L. eon, together, + volvo, to roll. 

L. copula, tle (from copulare, to copulate). 

G. koraxor eorone, crow; henee crowllke. 

G. korax, crow, + eidos, form, llkeness. 

G. ehorion, skln, leather. 

L. corneus, horny. 

L. cornu, horn. 

L. eorona, crown. 

L. coronarius, pertalnlng to a wreath or 
crown; henee, enelrellng. 

G. korax, crow, + eidos, form, llkeness. 

L. body. 

L. corpusculum, llttle body. 

L. eon, together + ruga, wrlnkle. 

L. cortex, bark, rlnd. 

L. cortex, bark of a tree, + fugere, to flee. 

L. cortex, bark of a tree, + petere, to seek. 

L. eosta, rlb. 

G. kotyledon, cup-shaped hollow. 

L. coxa, hlp. 

G. kranion, skull. 

G. kranion, skull. 

G. eremaster, suspender. 

L. cribrum, sleve, + forma, form. 

G. krikos, rlng, + eidos, form, llkeness. 

L. erista, erest. 

L. erista, erest + L. gallus, eoek, henee eoek’s 
eomb. 
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Cruciate. 

L. crux, eross. 

Crus (pl. crura). 

L. crus, leg. 

Cubitus. 

L. cubitus, elbow. 

Cuboid. 

G. kuboeides, cube-shaped. 

Cuimen. 

L. cuimen, top. 

Cuneiform. 

L. cuneus, wedge, -i- forma, shape, llkeness. 

Cupuia. 

L. cupuia, a small eask or cup. 

Cuspis. 

L. cuspis, polnt. 

Cutaneous. 

L. cutis, skln. 

Cuticie. 

L. cutis, skln. 

Cutis. 

L. cutis, skln. 

Cyst (adj. eystie). 

G. kystis, bag, bladder, pouch. 

eytoiogy. 

G. kytos, eell, -t- iogos, treatlse. 

eytopiasm. 

G. kytos, eell, -l- piasma, plasma, anythlng 
molded. 

D 

Daeryon. 

G. dakryon, tear. 

Daetyi. 

G. daktyios, flnger. 

Dartos. 

G. dartos, sklnned. 

Decidua 

(adj. Deciduous). 

L. deciduus, (de + eado), falllng off. 

Decussation. 

L. decussatio, interseetlon of two llnes, as In 
Roman X. 

Defaeeation, 

Defeeation. 

L. defaeeare, to eleanse. 

Deferens. 

L. de, away, -i- ferens, earrylng. 

Degiutition. 

L. degfutire, to swallow. 

Deitoid. 

G. deita, letter In Greek alphabet, 
trlangular-shaped. 

Dendrite. 

G. dendros, tree. 

Dens. 

L. dens, tooth. 
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Dentine. 

L. dens, tooth. 

Dentition. 

L. dentitis, eotting of teeth. 

Depressor. 

L. de, down, + premere, to press. 

Dermai. 

G. derma, skin. 

Dermatogiyphies. 

G. derma, skin, + giyphein, to earve. 

Dermatome. 

G. derma, skin, + temnein, to cut. 

Dermis. 

G. derma, skin. 

Detritos. 

L. deterere, to rub away. 

Detrosor. 

L. detrndere, to push down. 

Diagnosis. 

G. dia, through, + gnosis, knowledge. 

Diaphragm. 

G. dia, through, + phragma, wall. 

Diaphysis. 

G. dia, between, + physis, growth. 

Diarthrosis. 

G. dia, through, + arthronn, to fasten 


joint. 

Diastema 

G. diastema, interval. 

(pl. -ata). 


Diastoie. 

G. dia, through, + steiiein, to send. 

Dieneephaion. 

G. dia, through, + enkephaios, brain. 

Digastrie. 

G. dis, double, + gaster, belly. 

Digestion. 

L. dis, apart, + gerere, to earry. 

Digit. 

L. digitns, finger. 

Dipioè. 

G. dipioé, fold. 

Dipioid. 

G. dipioos, twofold. 

Dipiopia. 

G. dipioos, double, + opsis, vision. 

Dise. 

L. disens, dise. 

Distai. 

L. distare, to stand apart. 

Diverticuium. 

L. divertere, to turn aside. 

Dizygotie. 

G. dis, twice, + zygoo, join together. 

Doiiehoeephaiie. 

G. doiiehos, long + G. kephaie, head. 

Dorsai. 

L. dorsum, baek. 

Duct. 

L. ducere, to lead or draw. 

Ductuie. 

L. ducere, to lead, dim. 
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Duodenum. 

L. duodeni, tvvelve (meaning tvvelve 
fingerbreadths). 

Dura. 

L. dura, hard, strong. 

Dysarthria. 

G. dys, hard, arthron, joint, henee disjointed 
speeeh. 

E 

Eetoderm. 

G. ektos, outside, + derma, skin. 

Eetopia. 

G. ektopos, distant. 

Effeetor. 

L. effieere, to bring to pass. 

Efferent. 

L. ex, out, + ferre, to bear. 

Ejacuiatory. 

L. e, out, + jaeere, to throvv. 

Eiastin. 

G. eiastikos, impulsive. 

Emboiiformis. 

G. emboios, vvedge, + L. forma, shape. 

Emboius. 

G. emboios, vvedge, plug, anything inserted. 

Embryo. 

G. embryon, fruit in the vvomb, from 

G. bryein, to grovv. 

Embryoiogy. 

G. embryon, fruit in the vvomb, + iogos, 
treatise. 

Eminenee. 

L. e, out, + minere, to jut. 

Emissary. 

L. e, out, + mittere, to send. 

Enarthrosis. 

G. en, in, + arthron, joint. 

Eneephaioeoeie, 

Eneephaioeeie. 

G. enkephaios, brain, + koiios, hollovv. 

Eneephaion. 

G. en, vvithin, + kephaios, head. 

Endocardium. 

G. endon, vvithin, + kardia, heart. 

Endoehondriai. 

G. endon, vvithin, + ehondros, eartilage. 

Endocranium. 

G. endon, vvithin, + kranion, skull. 

Endoerine. 

G. endon, vvithin, + krinein, to separate. 

Endoderm. 

G. endon, vvithin, + derma, skin. 

Endoiymph. 

G. endon, vvithin, + L. iympha, vvater. 

Endometrium. 

G. endon, vvithin, + metra, vvomb. 
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Endomysium. 

Endoneurium. 

Endosteum. 

Endoskeieton. 

Endotheiium. 

Enzyme. 

Ependyma. 

Epicanthus. 

Epicardium. 

Epieondyie. 

Epicranium. 

Epidermis. 

Epididymis. 

Epigastrium. 

Epigiottis. 

Epimysium. 

Epineurium. 

Epiphysis. 

Epipioie. 

Epispadias. 

Epithaiamus. 

Epitheiium. 

Epoòphoron. 

Ereetor. 

Erythroeyte. 

Ethmoid. 

Eugenics. 

Eversion. 

Exomphaios. 

Excretion. 

Exocrine. 


G. endon, vvithin, + mys, muscie. 

G. endon, vvithin, + neuron, nerve. 

G. endon, vvithin, + osteon, bone. 

G. endon, vvithin, + skeletos, dried up. 

G. endon, vvithin, + thele, nippie. 

G. en, in, + zyme, ieaven. 

G. epi, upon, + endyma, garment. 

G. epi, upon, + kanthos, rim. 

G. epi, on, + kardia, heart. 

G. epi, on, + kondylos, knuckie. 

G. epi, upon, + kranion, skuii. 

G. epi, on, + derma, skin. 

G. epi, on, + didmoi, testieies. 

G. epi, upon, + gaster, beiiy. 

G. epi, upon, + glottis, iarynx. 

G. epi, upon, + mys, muscie. 

G. epi, on, + neuron, nerve. 

G. epi, on, + physis, grovvth. 

G. epiploon, caui, omentum. 

G. epi, upon, + N.L. spadias, F. spadon, 
eunuch, F. span, to dravv. 

G. epi, on, + thalamos, ehamber. 

G. epi, on, + thele, nippie. 

G. epi, upon, + oón, egg, + phoros, 
bearing. 

L. erectus, ereet. 

G. erythros, red, + kytos, eeii. 

G. ethmos, sieve, + eidos, form, iikeness. 
G. en, vveii, + gennan, to generate. 

L. e, out, + vertere, to turn. 

G. ex, out, + omphalos, navei. 

L. (excretus) ex, out, + eernere, to sift. 

G. ex, out, + krinein, to separate. 
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Exophthalmos. 

G. ex, out, + ophthalmos, eye. 

Exoskeleton. 

G. ex, out, + skeleton, skeleton 

Extension. 

L. extendo, extend. 

Extensor. 

L. ex, out, + tendere, to streteh. 

Extravasation. 

L. extra, outside, + vas, vessel. 

Extrinsic. 

L. extrlnsecus, on the outside. 

Exudate. 

L. ex, out, + sudare, to sweat. 



F 

Faeet. 

F. faeette, faee. 

Faeiaiis. 

L. faeles, faee. 

Faeies. 

L. faeles, faee. 

Faeees,Feees. 

L. faex, dregs. 

Faieiform. 

L. falx, slekle, + forma, shape, llkeness 

Faix. 

L. falx, falels, slekle. 

Faseia (pl. -iae). 

L. fasela, band. 

Fascicuius. 

L. fasels, bundle. 

Fastigius. 

L. fastlglum, slope. 

Fauces. 

L. faux, throat. 

Femur. 

L. femur, thlgh. 

Fenestra. 

L. fenestra, wlndow. 

Fetus, Foetus. 

L. fetus, offsprlng. 

Fibre, Fiber. 

L. fibra, flbre, strlng, thread. 

Fibrii. 

NL. fibrilla, a llttle thread. 

Fibrobiast. 

L. fibra, flbre, + blastos, bud. 

Fibroeartiiage. 

L. fibra, flbre, + eartilago, grlstle. 

Fibuia. 

L. fibula, pln, skewer, brooeh. 

Fiiament. 

L. filamentum, thln flbre. 

Fiium. 

L. filum, thread. 

Fimbria. 

L. fimbriae, threads, frlnge. 

Fissure. 

L. fissura (findo), a eleft. 
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Fistula. 

L. fistula, pipe. 

Flaeeid. 

L. flaccidus, weak. 

Flavum. 

L. fiavus, yellow. 

Flexor. 

L. fiexus, bent. 

Flocculus. 

NL. dim. fioccus, a tuft of wooi. 

Folia. 

L. foiium, ieaf. 

Folliele. 

L. foiiicuius, a smaii bag. 

Fontanelle. 

F. fontaneiie, a smaii fountain. 

Foramen. 

L. foramen, hoie. 

Foreeps. 

L. foreeps, pineers. 

Form. 

L. forma, shape. 

Fornix. 

L. fornix, areh or vauit. 

Fossa. 

L. fossa, diteh, ehannei, something dug. 

Fourchette. 

F. fourchette, fork. 

Fovea. 

L. fovea, smaii pit. 

Fraenum, Frenum. 

L. fraenum, bridge. 

Frenulum. 

L. dim. fraenum, a iittie bridge. 

Frontal. 

L. frons, frontis, forehead, brow. 

Fulcrum. 

L. fuicrum, post. 

Fundiform. 

L. funda, siing, + forma, shape, iikeness 

Fundus. 

L. fundus, bottom. 

Funicular. 

L. funis, rope. 

Fusiform. 

L. fusus, spindie, + forma, shape, 
iikeness. 



G 

Galea. 

L. gaiea, ieather heimet. 

Gallus. 

L. gaiius, eoek. 

Gametes. 

G. gametes, spouse. 

Gangllon. 

G. gangiion, a sweiiing under the skin 

Gastrocnemlus. 

G. gaster, beiiy, + kneme, ieg. 

Gastrula. 

NL. dim. from G. gaster, stomaeh. 
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Gemellus. 

Genial. 

Geniculate. 

Genioglossus. 

Geniohyoid. 

Genital. 

Genu. 

Germinal. 

Germinative. 

Gestation. 

Ginglymus. 

Glabella. 

Gland. 

Glans. 

Glenoid. 

Glia. 

Globus. 

Glomerulus. 

Glossal. 

Glossopharyngeus. 

Glottis. 

Gluteus. 

Gnathion. 

Gomphosis. 

Gonad. 

Gonion. 

Graeilis. 

Granulation. 

Granulum. 

Gravid. 

Griseum. 

Gubernaculum. 


L. gemellus, twin. 

G. geneion, ehin. 

L. geniculatus, with bent knee. 

G. geneion, ehin, + giossa, tongue. 

G. geneion, ehin, + hyoeides, U-shaped. 
L. genitaiis (gigno), pertaining to birth. 

L. genu, knee. 

L. germen, bud, germ. 

L. germen, bud, germ. 

L. gestare, to bear. 

G. gingtymus, hinge. 

L. giaber, smooth. 

L. gianduia, dim. gians, aeorn, peiiet. 

L. gians, aeorn. 

G. giene, soeket, + eidos, form, iikeness. 
G. gioia, giue. 

L. giobus, sphere. 

L. dim. of giomus, a baii. 

G. giossa, tongue. 

G. giossa, tongue, + pharynx, throat. 

G. giottis, mouth of the windpipe. 

G. gioutos, rump. 

G. gnathos, jaw. 

G. gomphos, wedge-shaped naii. 

G. gone, seed. 

G. gonia, angie. 

L. graeiiis, thin. 

L. dim. granum, grain. 

L. granuium, smaii grain. 

L. gravida, pregnant. 

L. griseus, biuish. 

L. gubernacuium, heim. 
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Gynaeeomastia, 

G. gyne, woman, + mastos, breast. 

Gyneeomastia. 

G. gyros, a turn. 

Gyrus (pl. gyri). 



H 

Habenuia. 

L. habena, strap. 

Habitus. 

L. habitos, eondition of the body. 

Haemai, hemai. 

G. haima, blood. 

Haiiux. 

L. haiiux, big toe. 

Hamatum. 

L. hamatos, hook-shaped. 

Hamuius. 

L. dim. hamus, hook. 

Hapioid. 

G. hapios, plain. 

Hemipiegia. 

G. hemi, half, + piege, stroke. 

Hemisphere. 

G. hemi, half, + sphaira, ball. 

Hemogiobin, 

G. haima, blood, + L. giobus, sphere. 

Haemogiobin. 


Hemopoietie, 

G. haima, blood, + poietikos, ereative. 

Haemopoietie. 


Hepar. 

G. hepar, liver. 

Hepatie. 

L. hepar, liver. 

Hernia. 

L. hernia, protrusion. 

Hiatus. 

L. hiatus, gap. 

Hiium. 

L. hiium, a small thing. 

Hippocampus. 

G. hippos, horse, + kampos, sea monster. 

Histoiogy. 

G. histos, web, + iogos, treatise. 

Hoioerine. 

G. hoios, whole, + krinein, to separate. 

Homoiogy. 

G. homos, same, + iogos, treatise. 

Hormone. 

G. hormaein, to excite. 

Humerus. 

L. humerus, shoulder. 

Humor. 

L. humor, moisture, fluid. 

Hyaiine. 

G. hyaios, glass. 

Hydrocephaius. 

G. hydor, water, + kephaie, head. 
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Hydroeoele, 

G. hydro, vvater, + koilos, hollovv. 

Hydroeele. 

Hymen. 

G. hymen, membrane. 

Hyoid. 

G. hyoeides, U-shaped. 

Hypaxial. 

G. hypo, under, + L. axis, eentre line. 

Hypoglossal. 

axis. 

G. hypo, under, + glossa, tongue. 

Hypophysis. 

G. hypo, under, + physis, grovvth. 

Hypospadias. 

G. hypo, under, + N.L. spadias, F. spadon. 

Hypothalamos. 

eunuch, F. span, to dravv. 

G. hypo, under, + thalamos, ehamber, couch 



I 

leteros. 

G. ikteros, jaundice. 

Ileum. 

G. eilein, to vvind or turn. 

Iliacus. 

See ilium. 

Ilium. 

L. ileum, flank. 

Ima. 

L. ima, lovvest. 

Impar. 

L. impar, unequal. 

Implantation. 

L. in, in, + plantere, to plant. 

Impression. 

L. in, in, + premere, to press. 

ineisor. 

L. incisus (ineidere), cut. 

Incisura. 

L. ineidere, to cut into. 

Incus. 

L. incus, anvil. 

Index. 

L. index, pointer. 

lnductor. 

L. inducere, to lead on, excite. 

Indusium. 

L. indusium, tunic. 

lnfraspinous. 

L. infra, belovv, + spina, spine 

Infundibulum. 

L. infundibulum, a funnel. 

Inguinal. 

L. inguina, groin. 

Inion. 

G. inion, baek of head. 

Innervation. 

L. /n, in, + nervus, nerve. 
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Innominate. 

Insertion. 

Insula. 

Integument. 

interealated. 

intereostal. 

Interdigitating. 

Interstitial. 

Intervertebral. 

Intestine. 

Intima. 

intrinsie. 

lntroitus. 

Invagination. 

Inversion. 

Iris. 

isehiofemoral. 
Ischium (pl. -ia). 
Isthmus. 


L. in, in, + nomen, name, unnamed bone, 
unnamed artery. 

L. in, in, + serere, to plant. 

L. insuia, island. 

L. in, over, + tegere, to eover. 

L. inter, betvveen, + eaiare, to eall, inserted 
or plaeed betvveen. 

L. inter, betvveen, + eosta, rib. 

L. inter, betvveen, + digitns, digit, interloeked 
by finger-like proeesses. 

L. inter, betvveen, + sistere, to set, thus 
plaeed in spaees or gaps. 

L. inter, betvveen, + vertebra, joint. 

L. intus, vvithin, or L. intestina, guts, entrails. 
L. intima, innermost. 

L. intrinsecus, invvard. 

L. intro, vvithin, + ire, to go. 

L. in, in, + vagina, sheath. 

L. /n, in, + vertere, to turn. 

G. iris, rainbovv. 

G. isehion, hip, + L. femur, thigh. 

G. isehion, hip. 

G. isthmos, narrovv eonneetion. 


Jejunum. 

Jugal. 

Jugular. 

Jugum. 

Juxtaposition. 


J 

L.jejunus, empty (of food), that part of 
intestine that appears empty. 

L. jugum, yoke. 

L.juguiaris (juguium), pertaining to the neek. 
L. jugum, yoke. 

L. juxta, near, + positio, plaee. 
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K 


Karyoeyte. 

G. karyon, nucleus, nut, + kytos, eell. 

Karyolysis. 

G. karyon, nucleus, nut, + lysis, loosenlng 

Keratin. 

G. keras, horn. 

Kinetie. 

G. kinesis, movement. 

Kyphosis. 

G. kyphos, bent. 



L 

Labial. 

L. labialis (labia), pertalnlng to llps. 

Labium. 

L. labinm, llp. 

Labrum. 

L. Iabrum, rlm. 

Labyrinth. 

G. labyrinthos, maze. 

Laeerate. 

L. laeerare, to tear. 

Laerimal. 

L. laerima, tear. 

Laetation. 

L. laetare, to suckle. 

Laeteals. 

L. laetare, to suckle. 

Lacuna. 

L. Iacuna, pond. 

Lacus. 

L. Iacus, lake. 

Lambdoid. 

G. lambda, shaped llke Greek letter L. 

Lamella. 

L. dlm. of lamina, leaf. 

Lamina (pl. -ae). 

L. lamina, thln plate. 

Lanugo. 

L. lanugo, flne halr. 

Laparotomy. 

L. lapara, flank, + tome, seetlon, cut. 

Larynx. 

G. Iarynx, upper part of vvlndplpe. 

Lateral. 

L. lateralis (latus), pertalnlng to a slde. 

Latissimus. 

L. superlatlve, latus, broad, therefore very 


broad. 

Leminiscus. 

G. leminiskos, band. 

Lemma. 

G. lemma, skln. 
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Lens. 

L. /ens, lentil. 

Leptomeninges. 

G. leptos, thin, + meninx, membrane. 

Leucocyte, 

Leukocyte. 

G. leokos, vvhite, + kytos, eell. 

Levator. 

L. levare, to raise. 

Lien. 

L. lien, spleen. 

Lieno-. 

L. lien, spleen from original L. splen (the 
having been dropped). 

Ligamentum. 

L. ligamentom, a bandage. 

Ligature. 

L. ligare, to bind. 

Limbus. 

L. Iimbus, border. 

Limen. 

L. limen, threshold. 

Ling-. 

L. Iingua, tongue. 

Linguai. 

L. Iingua, tongue. 

Linguia. 

L. Iingula, small tongue. 

Lipid. 

G. lipos, fat, + eidos, resemblanee. 

Liver. 

AS. lifer, liver. 

Lobus. 

G. lobos, lobe. 

Locus. 

L. locus, plaee. 

Longus. 

L. longus, long. 

Lordosis. 

G. lordoo, 1 bend. 

Lucidum. 

L. Iucidus (lux), full of light, elear. 

Lumbar. 

L. Iumbare, apron for the loins. 

Lumbricai. 

L. Iumbricus, earthvvorm. 

Lumen. 

L. Iumen, light, opening. 

Lunate. 

L. Iuna, moon. 

Lung. 

AS. Iunge, lung. 

Luteum. 

L. Iuteus, yellovv. 

Lymph. 

L. lympha, spring vvater. 

Lymphoeyte. 

L. lympha, spring vvater, + G. kytos, eell. 
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Maerophage. 

Maeroseopie. 

Macula. 

Magnus, -a, -um. 
Malar. 

Malleus. 

Mammary. 

Mammillary. 

Mandible. 

Manubrium. 

Manus. 

Marginal. 

Masseter. 

Mastieation. 

Mastoid. 

Mater. 

Matrix. 

Maxilla. 

Meatus (pl. -us). 
Medial. 

Median. 

Mediastinum. 


Medulla. 

Megaloblast. 

Meiosis. 

Melanin. 

Membrane. 


M 

G. makros, large, + phagein, to eat. 

G. makros, large, + skopeo, I see. 

L. macula, spot, staln. 

L. magnus, large. 

L. mala, eheek bone. 

L. malleus, hammer. 

L. mamma, breast. 

L. dlm. mammillaris {mamma, -ae), llttle 
breast. 

L. mando, I chew. 

L. manubrium, handle, hllt (as of a sword). 

L. manus, hand. 

L. marginalis (margo), borderlng. 

G. masseter, chewer. 

L. mastieatio, chewlng. 

G. mastos, breast, + eidos, form, llkeness. 

A. mater, wrap or notrlent. 

L. matrix (matei), womb, groundwork, mold. 

L. maxilla, jaw, now bone of upper jaw. 

L. meatus, passage. 

L. medialis (medius), pertalnlng to the mlddle. 
L. medianus, In the mlddle. 

L. mediastinus, servant, drudge, but 
anatomleal term medlastlnum probably 
derlved from per medium tensum, tlght In 
the mlddle. 

L. medulla, marrow, plth. 

G. megas, blg, + blastos, bud. 

G. meion, less. 

G. melas, blaek. 

L. membrana, skln. 
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Meninges. 

Meningoeoele, 

Meningoeele. 

Meniseos. 

Meninx 

(pl. meninges). 

Menopaose. 

Menstmation. 

Mental. 

Meroerine. 

Meseneephalon. 

Mesenehyme. 

Mesentery. 

Mesoeolon. 

Mesoderm. 

Mesogastriom. 

Mesonephros. 

Mesosalpinx. 

Mesotheliom. 

Mesovariom. 

Metabolie. 

Metaearpos. 

Metamorphosis. 

Metanephros. 

Metaphase. 

Metaphysis. 

Metaplasia. 

Metatarsos. 

Metathalamos. 


G. meninx, membrane. 

G. meninx, membrane, + koiios, hollow. 

L. menis, eresent, half-moon, dlm. of mene, 
moon. 

G. meninx, membrane. 

G. men, month, + pausis, eessatlon. 

G. men, month, L. menstruus, pertalnlng to a 
month. 

L. mentum, ehln. 

G. meros, portlon, + krinein, to separate. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + en, In, + kephaie, head. 
G. mesos, mlddle, + en, In, + ehymos, julce. 
G. mesos, mldway between, + enteron, gut. 
G. mesos, mlddle, + koion, great gut. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + derma, skln. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + gaster, stomaeh. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + nephros, kldney. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + saipinx, tube. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + theie, nlpple, henee 
mlddle llnlng layer. 

G. mesos, mlddle, + L. ovarium, ovary. 

G. metaboie, ehange. 

G. meta, after, + L. carpus, wrlst. 

G. meta, after + morphe, form, slgnlfylng 
ehange. 

G. meta, after, + nephros, kldney. 

G. meta, after, + phasis, appearanee. 

G. meta, after, + physis, growth. 

G. meta, after, + piasma, formed, molded. 

G. meta, after, + L. tarsus, ankle. 

G. meta, after, + thaiamus, ehamber. 
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Meteneephalon. 

Metopie. 

Mieroeephaly. 

Mierodont. 

Mieroglia. 

Mieroseope. 

Mierosmatie. 

Mierosome. 

Mierotome. 

Minimos. 

Mitoehondria. 

Mitosis. 

Mitral. 


Modiolos. 

Molar. 

Mono-. 

Monoeyte. 

Mons. 

Morph-. 

Morphology. 

Morula. 

Mucus. 

Multifidus. 

Multiparous. 

Muscle. 

Mydriasis. 

Myeleneephalon. 

Myelin. 

Myenterie. 

Mylohyoid. 

Myocardium. 


G. meta, after, + enkephalos, brain. 

G. metopon, forehead. 

G. mikros, small, + kephale, head. 

G. mikros, small, + odous, tooth. 

G. mikros, small, + gloia, glue. 

G. mikros, small, + skopeo, I look. 

G. mikros, small, + osmaomai, to smell. 

G. mikros, small, + soma, body. 

G. mikros, small, + tome, cutting. 

L. minimns, least. 

G. mitos, thread, + ehondrion, grain. 

G. mitos, thread. 

L. mitra, turban, but Hebrevv priest headress 
the only head eovering that the mitral valve 
resembles. 

L. modiolns, hub. 

L. molaris (mola), pertaining to a millstone. 

G. monos, alone. 

G. monos, single, + kytos, eell. 

L. mons, mountain. 

G. morphe, shape. 

G. morphos, form, + logos, treatise. 

L. morus, mulberry. 

L. mucus, G. muxa, snivel, slippery seeretion. 
L. multifidus, much divided. 

L. multus, many, + parire, to give birth. 

L. musculus, little mouse. 

G. mydriasis, dilation of pupil. 

G. myelos, marrovv, + enkephalos, brain. 

G. myelos, marrovv. 

G. mys, muscle, + enteron, gut. 

G. myle, mill, + hyoeides, U-shaped. 

G. mys, myos, muscle, + kardia, heart. 


108 




Alphabetieal List ofTerms 


Myology. 

Myotome. 

Myxoedema, 

Myxedema. 


N.A. 

Naris (pl. -es). 
Nasion. 

Nates. 

Navel. 

Navieolar. 

Neerosis. 

Neeropsy. 

Neo-. 

Neopalliom. 

Nerve. 

Neural. 

Neuralgia. 

Neuraxon. 

Neurenteric. 

Neurilemma. 

Neuroblast. 

Neuroectomy. 

Neuroglia. 

Neurology. 

Neuron. 

Neuropil. 

Neuropore. 

Nietitans. 


G. mys, muscle, + logos, treatise. 

G. mys, myos, muscle, + tome, a cutting. 
G. myxa, mucus, + oidema, svvelling. 


N 

Nomina Anatomiea. 

L. naris, nostril. 

L. nasus, nose. 

L. nates, buttocks. 

AS. nafe, eentre of hub of vvheel. 

L. navienla, small boat. 

G. nekrosis, a killing. 

G. nekros, eorpse, + opsis, sight. 

G. neos, nevv. 

G. neos, nevv, + pallinm, eloak. 

L. nervns, G. neuron, eordlike structure, 
nerve, tendon. 

G. neuron, nerve. 

G. neuron, nerve, + algos, pain. 

G. neuron, nerve, + axon, axis. 

G. neuron, nerve, + enteron, gut. 

G. neuron, nerve, + lemma, husk, sheath. 
G. neuron, nerve, + blastos, bud. 

G. neuron, nerve, + ektome, excision. 

G. neuron, nerve, + gloia, glue. 

G. neuron, nerve, + logos, treatise. 

G. neuron, eordlike structure, sinevv, tendon; 

equivalent of L. nervus, henee, nerve. 

G. neuron, nerve, + pilos, felt. 

G. neuron, nerve, + poros, hole. 

L. nietare, to vvink. 
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Nigra. 

Nietitating. 

Node. 

Norma. 

Normobiast. 

Notoehord. 

Nucha. 

Nuchai. 

Nucieoius. 

Nucieus. 

Nystagmus. 


L. niger, blaek. 

L. nietare, to wink. 

L. nodns, knot. 

L. norma, rule, square used by earpenters, 
henee standard viewpoint. 

L. norma, rule, + biastos, bud. 

G. noton, baek, + ehorde, eord. 

L. nucha, nape of neek. 

L. nucha, nape of neek. 

L. nucteus, nut. New derivation “small 
nucleus.” 

L. nucteus, nut. 

G. nystagma, short sleep (during which 
rhythmie head movements occur), modern 
use, rhythmie eye movements. 


Obeiion. 

Obiiquus. 

Obturator. 

Oeeipitai. 

Occiusion. 

Ocuiomotor. 

Odontobiast. 

Odontoid. 

Oedema, Edema. 

Oesophagus, 

Esophagus. 

Oestrus, Estrus. 

Oieeranon. 

Oifaetory. 


O 

G. obeios, pointed pillar. 

L. obiiquus, slanting. 

L. obturo, I stop up. 

L. occipitium, baek of head. 

L. ob, before, + ctaudo, I elose. 

L. ocuius, eye, + motor, mover. 

G. odous, tooth, + biastos, bud. 

G. odous, tooth, + eidos, shape, likeness. 

G. oidema, swelling. 

G. oisein (phero), to earry, + phagein, to eat. 

G. oistros, stinging inseet, stung into aetivity 
at time of heat. 

G. otene, elbow, + kranion, head. 

L. oiere, to smell, + faeere, to make. 
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Oligodendroglia. 

Omentom. 

Omohyoid. 


Ontogeny. 

Ooeyte. 

Oogenesis. 

Oogoniom. 

Operculum. 

Opisthion. 

Ophthalmie. 

Opposition. 

Optie. 

Oral. 

Ora serrata. 
Orbit. 

Organ. 

Orifiee. 

Os. 

Osseous. 

Ossiele. 

Ossifieation. 

Osteone. 

Osteoeyte. 

Osteology. 

Osteolysis. 

Osteomalaeia. 

Ostium. 

Otie. 

Otolith. 


G. oHgos, few, + dendron, tree, + gloia, glue. 
L. omentnm, adipose membrane enelosing 
the bowels. 

G. omos, shoulder, + G. hyoeides, U-shaped; 
thus muscle passing from shoulder to 
U-shaped hyoid bone. 

G. onta, things that exist, + gennan, to beget. 
G. oon, egg, + kylos, hollow body. 

G. oon, egg, + genesis, birth. 

G. oon, egg, + gonos, offspring. 

L. operculum, eorner or lid. 

G. opisthios, posterior. 

G. ophthalmos, eye. 

L. ob, in the way of, + positus, plaeed. 

G. opsis, sight. 

L. os, oris, mouth; (eompare L. os, bone, 
below). 

L. ora, edge, + serra, saw. 

L. orbis, anything circular. 

L. organum, implement. 

L. orificium, opening. 

L. os, bone. 

L. os (pl. ossa), bone. 

L. ossiculum, small bone. 

L. os, bone, + faeere, to make. 

G. osteon, bone. 

G. osteon, bone, + kytos, eell. 

G. osteon, bone, + logos, treatise. 

G. osteon, bone, + lysis, melting. 

G. osteon, bone, + malakia, softness. 

L. ostium, door. 

G. otikos, belonging to the ear. 

G. ous, otos, ear, + lithos, stone. 
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Ovary. 

Oviduct. 

Oviparous. 

Ovum (pl. ova). 

Oxyntic. 

Oxytocin. 


L. ovum, egg. 

L. ovum, egg, + ductus, duct, tube. 

L. ovum, egg, + parus, giving birth by laying 
eggs. 

L. ovum, egg. 

G. oxyntos, making aeid. 

G. oxys, svvift, + tokos, birth. 


Paehymeninges. 

Paiate. 

Paiiidus. 

Paiiium. 

Paima. 

Paipebra. 

Pampiniform. 

Panereas. 

Pannicuius. 

Papiiia. 

Papiiioedema, 

Papiiiedema. 

Paraeentesis. 

Paradidymis. 

Paradox. 

Paraesthesia, 

Paresthesis. 

Parafioccuius. 


P 

G. paehys, thiek, + meninx, membrane. 

L. palatum, palate. 

L. pallidus, pale. 

L. paiiium, eloak. 

L. paima, the (open) hand. 

L. paipebra, eyelid. 

L. pampineus, full of or vvrapped around vvith 
vine leaves, + forma, likeness. 

G. pan, all, + kreas, flesh. 

L. pannicuius, small pieee of eloth; henee 
eovering of deeper tissues. 

L. papiiia, nipple of breast. 

L.papiiia, nipple, + oedema, svvelling. 

G. para, alongside of, + kentesis, puncture. 

G.para, alongside of, + didymos, double, 
henee alongside the testes. 

G.para, alongside of, + doxa, belief. 

G.para, alongside of, + aisthesis, 
sensation. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. floccus, floek 
of vvool. 
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Paraganglion. 

Paralysis. 

Paramedian. 

Parametriom. 

Paraplegia. 

Parasternal. 

Parasympathetie. 

Parathyroid. 

Paraxial. 

Parenehyma. 

Paresis. 

Parietal. 

Parieties. 

Paroophoron. 

Parotid. 

Parous. 

Pars. 

Parthenogenesis. 

Patella. 

Pathology. 

Patulous. 

Peeten. 

Peetoral. 

Pediele. 

Pedunculus. 

Pellucida. 

Pelvie. 

Penis. 


G. para, along, beside, + ganglion, 
knot. 

G. para, alongside of, + lyein, to loosen. 

G. para, alongside of, + mesos, middle. 

G. para, alongside of, + metra, womb. 

G. para, alongside of, + plesso, I strike. 

G. para, alongside of, + sternon, ehest. 

G. para, alongside of, + sympathetikos, 
sympathetie. 

G. para, near, + thyreos, oblong shield, 

+ eidos, form, likeness. 

G. para, alongside of, + L. axis, axle. 

G. parenehyma, pouring out into the adjaeent. 
G. paresis, relaxation. 

L. paries, wall. 

L. paries, wall. 

G. para, alongside of, + oon, egg, + pherein, 
to bear. 

G. para, near, + ous, otos, ear. 

L. pario, to bear. 

L. pars, part. 

G. parthos, virgin, + genesis, birth. 

L. patella, small pan. 

G. pathos, disease, + logos, treatise. 

L. patulus, standing open. 

L. peeten, eomb. 

L. peetoralis {pectus), belonging to the 
breast. 

L. pes, foot. 

L. pediculus, a little foot. 

L. per, through, + lucere, to shine. 

L. pelvis, basin. 

L. penis, tail. 
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Penniform. 

Pepsin. 

Pepsinogen. 

Pereossion. 

Perieardiai. 

Periehondriom. 

Periiymph. 

Perimysiom. 

Perineom. 

Periodontai. 

Periosteom. 

Peristaisis. 

Peritoneom. 

Peroneai. 

Pes. 

Petrosai. 

Petroos. 

Phagoeyte. 

Phaianges. 


Phaiiie. 

Phaiios. 

Pharynx. 

Phenotype. 

Phiitrom. 

Phonation. 

Photoreeeptor. 

Phrenie. 


L. penna, feather, + forma, form, likeness. 
G. pepsis, digestion. 

G. pepsis, digestion, + gennao, 

I prodoee. 

L. perenssio, striking. 

G. peri, around, + kardia, heart. 

G. peri, around, + ehondros, eartilage. 

G. peri, around, + L. iympha, fluid. 

G. peri, around, + mys, muscle. 

G. perinaion, perineum. 

G. peri, around, + odous, tooth. 

G. peri, around, + osteon, bone. 

G. peristaitikos, elasping and eompressing. 
G. peri, around, + teinein, to streteh. 

G. perone, — L. fibuia, pin; henee pertaining 
to needle-shaped leg bone. 

L. pes, foot. 

L. petrosus, roeky. 

L. petrosus, roeky. 

G. phagein, to eat, + kytos, eell. 

G. phaianx, band of soldiers; singular 
phalanx, originally denoted vvhole set of 
bones of a digit not just one bone. 

G. phaiiikos, pertaining to the penis. 

G. phaiios, phallus; penis vvas a later 
meaning. 

G. pharynx, throat. 

G. phainein, to display, + typos, type. 
G.phiitron, love potion, anything that 
avvakens love. 

G. phone, voiee. 

G. phos, light, + reeipio, I reeeive. 

G. phren, diaphragm. 
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Physie. 

Physis. 

Pia. 

Piius. 

Pineai. 

Pinna (pl. -ae). 
Piriform. 
Pisiform. 
Pituitary. 


Piaeenta. 

Piaeode. 

Pianta. 

Piantigrade. 

Piasma. 

Piateiet. 

Piatyeephaiy. 

Piatyenemia. 


Piatymeria. 

Piatysma. 

Pieomorphie. 

Pieura. 

Piexus (pl. -us). 
Piiea. 

Pneumatic. 

Pod. 


G. physikos, natural. 

G. phyein, to generate, henee an 
outgrowth. 

L. pius, delleate. 

L. piius, halr. 

L. pinea, plne eone. 

L. penna, pinna, feather; henee, wlng. 

L. pirum, pear, + forma, shape, llkeness. 

L. pisum, pea, + forma, shape. 

L. pituita, sllme, phlegm; at one tlme belleved 
to seerete a mucous materlal from the 
braln Into the nose. 

L. piaeenta, a flat eake. 

G. ptax, anythlng flat. 

L. pianta, sole of the foot. 

L. pianta, slde of foot, + gradior, to 
walk. 

G. piasma, somethlng formed. 

OF. piate, plate. 

G. piatys, flat, + kephaie, head. 

G. piatys, flat, + kneme, knee; henee 
eondltlon of slde-to-slde flattenlng of tlbla 
glvlng promlnenee to It’s anterlor border. 

G. piatys, flat, + meros, thlgh; as prevlous for 
thlgh. 

G. piatysma, plate. 

G. pieon, more (or many) + G. morphos, 
forms. 

G. pieura, rlb; l.e. related to the rlbs. 

L. piexus, plaltlng, brald. 

L. piieare, to fold. 

G. pneumatikos, pertalnlng to breath. 

G. pous, podos, foot. 
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Poikiloeyte. 

G. poikilos, diversified, + kytos, eeii. 

Pollex. 

L. pollex, thumb. 

Polymorphonoelear. 

G. polys, many, + morphe, form, 

+ L. nucleus, nut; henee mixed term. 

Pons. 

L. pons, pontis, bridge. 

Popliteos. 

L. poples, ham. 

Pore. 

L. porus, passage. 

Porta. 

L. porta (pi. -ae), gate. 

Portal. 

L. porta (pi. -ae), gate. 

Portio. 

L. portio, part. 

Porus. 

G. poros, passage. 

Praecordium, 

Precordium. 

L. prae, in front of, + eordis, of the heart. 

Pregnaney. 

L. prae, before, + gnaseor, to be born. 

Premolar. 

L. pre, in front, + molaris, moiar. 

Prepuce. 

L. praeputium, foreskin. 

Presbyopia. 

G. presbys, oid man, + opsis, sight. 

Primordial. 

L. primordium, beginning. 

Procerus. 

L. procerus, taii, extended. 

Processus. 

L. processus, going forvvards. 

Proehordal. 

G. pro, in front of, + ehorde, eord. 

Proctodeum. 

G.proktos, anus, + hodaios, pertaining 
to a way. 

Profundus. 

L. profundus, deep. 

Progeria. 

G. pro, before, + geras, oid age. 

Progesterone. 

G. pro, before, + gerere, to bear. 

Prognathism. 

G. pro, in front of, + gnathos, jaw. 

Promontory. 

G. promontorium, mountain ridge. 

Pronator. 

L. pronare, to turn faee downward. 

Pronephros. 

G.pro, before, + nephros, kidney. 

Pronograde. 

L. pronus, bent downward, + gradus step. 

Prophase. 

G. pro, before, + phainein, to show. 

Proprioeeptor. 

L. proprius, speeiai, + eapere, to take. 
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Proptosis. 

G. pro, before, + ptosis, falling. 

Proseetor. 

G. pro, before, + L. seeare, to cut. 

Proseneephalon. 

G. pro, before, + enkephalos, brain. 

Prostate. 

L. pro, in front, + stare, to stand. 

Prosthion. 

G. prosthen, before. 

Proto-. 

G. protos, first. 

Protoplasm. 

G. protos, first, + plasma, form. 

Protoberanee. 

L. protnbero, 1 svvell. 

Proximal. 

L. proximus, next. 

Psoas. 

G. psoa, loin. 

Pterygoid. 

G. pteryx, vving, + eidos, likeness, shape 

Ptosis. 

G. ptosis, fall. 

Poberty. 

L. pubes, mature. 

Pubes. 

L. pubes, mature. 

Pubis (pl. -es). 

L. pubes, mature. 

Pudendal. 

L. pudere, to be ashamed. 

Pulmonary. 

L. pulmo, lung. 

Pulmones. 

L. pulmo, lung. 

Pulpa. 

L. pulpa, soft part of animal body. 

Pulvinar. 

L. pulvinar, cushioned couch. 

Punctum. 

L. punctum, point. 

Pupil. 

L. pupa, girl. 

Putamen. 

L. putamen, shell, husk. 

Pyelogram. 

G. pyelos, tub, trough, + gramma, mark. 

Pyelograph. 

G. pyelos, tub, trough, + graphein. 


to dravv. 

Pyknie. 

G. pyknos, eompaet. 

Pyknosis. 

G. pyknos, eompaet. 

Pylorus. 

G. pyionros, gate-keeper. 

Pyramid. 

G. pyramis, pyramid. 

Pyriform. 

L. pirum, pear, + forma, shape. 


117 



Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Quadrangular. 

Quadratus. 

Quadriceps. 

Quadrigeminus. 

Quadrupiets. 


Raeemose. 

Radiai. 

Radieie. 

Radius. 

Radix. 

Ramify. 

Ramus. 

Raphe. 

Reeeptor. 

Reeess. 

Rectum, rectus. 
Refieet. 

Renai. 

Restiform. 

Rete. 

Reticuiocyte. 

Reticuium. 

Retina. 

Retinacuium. 

Retraetion. 

Retraetor. 

Rhinai. 

Rhineneephaion. 


Q 


L. quattuor four + L. angulus, four angles. 
L. quadratus, squared. 

L. quattuor, four, + caput, head. 

L. quadrigeminus, four-fold, four. 

L. quadrupiaris, fourfold. 


R 

L. racemosus, clustering. 

L. radius, rod, spoke. 

L. radix, root. 

L. radius, rod, spoke. 

L. radix, root. 

L. ramus, braneh, + faeere, to make. 
L. ramus, braneh. 

G. raphe, seam. 

L. reeipere, to take baek, reeeive. 

L. recessus, retreat. 

L. rectus, straight. 

L. refleeto, to turn baek. 

L. renes, kidneys. 

L. restis, rope, + forma, shape, form. 
L. rete, netvvork. 

L. reticulum, little net, + kytos, eell. 

L. reticulum, little net. 

L. rete, net. 

L. retinaculum, band. 

L. re, baek, + trahere, to dravv. 

L. retrahere, to dravv baek. 

G. rhis, nose. 

G. rhis, nose, + enkephaios, brain. 
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Rhinion. 

G. rhinion, nostrll. 

Rhombeneephaion. 

G. rhombos, rhombold, + enkephaios, braln 

Ribosome. 

G. ribose, an aldopentose, + soma, body. 

Rima. 

L. rima, eleft. 

Risorios. 

L. risus, laoghter. 

Rostrom (pl. -a). 

L. rostrnm, beak. 

Rotator. 

L. rotare, to vvhlrl about. 

Ruga (pl. -ae). 

L. ruga, vvrlnkle. 



S 

Sae. 

L. saccus, saek. 

Saccuius. 

L. saccutus, a llttle bag. 

Sacrum. 

L. saeer, saered. 

Sagittai. 

L. sagitta, arrovv; shape of saggltal suture 


lncludlng the lambdold suture. 

Saiivary. 

L. saiiva, sallva. 

Saipinx. 

G. saipinx, trumpet. 

Saphenous. 

A. ai-safin, hldden (later G. saphenes. 


vlslble). 

Sareoiemma. 

G. sarx, flesh, + iemma, husk, skln. 

Sartorius. 

L. sartor, tallor. 

Seaia. 

L. seaia, stalrease. 

Seaiene. 

G. skaienos, uneven. 

Seaip. 

Teutonlc. skaip, shell. 

Seaipei. 

L. seaiprnm, knlfe. 

Seaphoid. 

G. skaphe, boat, + eidos, shape. 


llkeness. 

Scapuia. 

L. scapuiae, shoulder-blades. 

Seiatie. 

G. isehion, hlp jolnt. 

Seiera. 

G. skieros, hard. 

Seierotie. 

G. skieros, hard. 

Seoiiosis. 

G. skoiiosis, curvature. 
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Scrotum. 

Sebaceous. 

Sebum. 

Sella turcica. 
Semen. 

SemMunar. 

Semimembranosus. 

Seminiferous. 

Semitendinosus. 

Septum. 

Serratus. 

Serum. 

Sesamoid. 

Sialogram. 

Sigmoid. 

Sinister. 

Sinus (pl. -us). 
Sinusoid. 

Situs inversus 
viscerum. 

Skeleton. 

Smegma. 

Soleus. 

Soma. 

Somatie. 

Somatopleure. 

Somite. 

Sperm. 

Spermatoeyte. 

Spermatogenesis. 


L. scrotum, skin. 

L. sebum, tallovv, grease. 

L. sebum, tallovv. 

L. sella, saddle, + turclca, Turkish. 

L. semen, seed. 

L. seml, half, + luna, moon. 

L. seml, half, + membranosus, membrane. 

L. semen, seed, + ferre, to bear. 

L. seml, half, + tendlnosus, tendon. 

L. saeptum, fenee. 

L. serra, savv. 

L. serum, vvhey. 

G. sesamen, sesame plant, or seed, + eldos, 
shape, likeness. 

G. slalon, saliva, + gramma, mark. 

G. slgma, Greek letter, + eldos, shape, 
likeness. 

L. slnlster, left side or unlucky. 

L. slnus, curve, eavity, bosom. 

L. slnus, curve, eavity, + eldos, shape, 
likeness. 

L. sltus, site, position, + lnversus, inverted, 

+ vlscerum, of the viseera. 

G. skeletos, dried. 

G. smegma, soap. 

L. solea, sandal, sole. 

G. soma, body. 

G. soma (pl. somata), body. 

G. soma, body, + pleura, side. 

G. soma, body, + suffix -Ite, indieating origin. 
G. sperma, seed. 

G. sperma, seed, + kytos, eell. 

G. sperma, seed, + genesls, origin. 
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Spermatogonium. 

Spermatozoon 

(pl.-a). 

Sphenoid. 

Sphineter. 

Spina. 

Spianehnie. 

Spianehnoiogy. 

Spieen. 

Spongiosum. 

Spongiobiast. 

Squamo-. 

Stapes. 

Stenosis. 

Sternum. 

Sthenie. 

Stomaeh. 

Stomodeum, 

Stomatodeum. 

Strabismus. 

Stratum (pl. strata). 

Stria. 

Striatum. 

Stroma. 

Styioid. 

Subcostai. 

Subiinguai. 

Submandibuiar. 

Substantia. 

Suicus. 

Superciiiary. 


G. sperma, seed, + gone, 
generatlon. 

G. sperma, seed, + zoon, anlmal. 

G. sphen, vvedge, + eidos, llkeness, 
shape. 

G. sphingein, to blnd tlght. 

L. spina, thorn. 

G. spianehna, vlseera. 

G. spianknon, vlscus, + iogos, treatlse. 

L. spien, spleen. 

G. spongia, sponge. 

G. spongia, sponge, + biastos, germ, bud. 
L. squama, seale. 

L. stapes, stlrrup. 

G. stenosis, narrovvlng. 

G. sternon, ehest. 

G. sthenos, strength. 

G. stomaehos, gullet, oesophagus. 

G. stoma, mouth, + odaios, pertalnlng 
to a vvay. 

G. strabismos, squlntlng. 

L. stratnm, layer. 

L. stria, furrovv. 

L. striatns, grooved, streaked. 

G. stroma, blanket. 

G. styios, plllar, + eidos, llkeness. 

L. sub, under, + eosta, rlb. 

L. sub, under, + tingua, tongue. 

L. sub, under, + mandibuia, javv. 

L. substantia, substance. 

L. suicus, furrovv. 

L. super, above, + ciiium, eyelld. 
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Supination. 

L. supinus, lying on the baek. 

Supinator. 

L. supinare, to bend baekvvard. 

Supracostai. 

L. supra, above, + eosta, rib. 

Supraspinatus. 

L. supra, above, + spina, thorn. 

Surgery. 

L. ehirnrgia, from G. eheir, hand, + ergon, 


vvork. 

Surai. 

L. sura, ealf of leg. 

Sustentacuium. 

L. sustentacuium, support. 

Suture. 

L. sutura, seam, sevving together. 

Sympathetie. 

G. syn, together, + pathein, to suffer. 

Symphysis. 

G. syn, together, + physis, grovvth. 

Synapse. 

G. syn, together, + haptein, to fasten. 

Synarthrosis. 

G. syn, together, + arthron, joint. 

Synehrondosis. 

G. syn, together, + ehondros, eartilage. 

Syncytium. 

G. syn, together, + eytos, eell. 

Syndesmosis. 

G. syn, together, + desmosis, band. 

Syndrome. 

G. syndrome, occurrence. 

Synergy. 

G. syn, together, + ergon, vvork. 

Synostosis. 

G. syn, together, + osteon, bone. 

Synovia. 

G. syn, together, + ovum, egg. 

Systoie. 

G. systoie, eontraetion. 



T 

Tabuiar. 

L. tabuia, board, table. 

Taenia,Tenia. 

L. taenia, band, ribbon. 

Taiipes. 

L. taiipedo, vveak in the feet (taiipes, clubfoot) 

Taionid. 

L. taius, ankle bone, + G. eidos, form. 


likeness. 

Taius. 

L. taius, ankle-bone. 

Tapetum. 

L. tapete, earpet, tapestry. 

Tarsus. 

G. tarsos, sole of the foot. 

Tectum. 

L. tectum (tego), roof. 
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Tegmen. 

L. tegmen, eoverlng. 

Tegmentum. 

L. tegumentum, eoverlng. 

Tela. 

L. tela, web. 

Teleneephalon. 

G. telos, end, + enkephalos, braln. 

Telophase. 

G. tele, far, dlstant, + phasls, stage. 

Temporal. 

L. temporalls, belonglng to tlme. 

Temporal. 

L. tempora, the temples. 

Temporalis. 

L. tempus, tlme. 

Tendon. 

L. tendere, to streteh. 

Tensor. 

L. tendere, to streteh. 

Tentorium. 

L. tentorlum, tent. 

Teres. 

L. tero, 1 grlnd, rub. 

Terminalis. 

L. termlnare, to llmlt. 

Testiele. 

L. testlculus, testls. 

Testis. 

L. testls, testlele; a wltness. 

Tetany. 

G. tetanus, stlffness. 

Thalamus. 

G. thalamos, ehamber. 

Theea. 

L. theea, envelope, sheath. 

Thenar. 

G. thenar, hand. 

Theory. 

G. theoreo, 1 eonslder, eontemplate. 

Thorax 

G. thorax, breast-plate, breast. 

(pl. thoraees). 
Thromboeyte. 

G. thrombos, lump, + kytos, eell. 

Thrombus. 

G. thrombus, lump. 

Thymus. 

G. thymos, thyme. 

Thyroid. 

G. thyreos, shleld, + eldos, form. 

Tibia. 

L. tlbla, long flute. 

TonsM. 

L. tonsllla, moorlng post. 

Tome. 

G. tenneln, to cut. 

Trabecula (pl. -ae). 

L. trabecula, a llttle beam. 

Traehea. 

G. traehela, wlndplpe. 

Traet. 

L. tractus, wool drawn out for splnnlng 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Tragus. 

G. tragos, goat, from small tuft of halr (goat’ 
beard) In thls reglon. 

Trapezius. 

G. trapezion, small four-slded table. 

Trieeps. 

L. tres, three, -i- caput, head. 

Tricuspid. 

L. tres, three, -l- cuspis, polnt. 

Trigeminus. 

L. trigeminus, born three together. 

Trigone. 

L. trigonum, trlangle. 

Triquetrum. 

L. triquetrus, three-eornered, trlangular. 

Troehanter. 

G. troehos, wheel, pulley. 

Troehiea. 

G. troehiiia, pulley. 

Trophobiast. 

G. trophe, nourlshment, -l- biastos, bud. 

Truncus. 

L. truncus, trunk of tree. 

Tubercuium. 

L. tubercuium, a small hump. 

Tuberosity. 

L. tuber, round smooth swelllng. 

Tunica. 

L. tunica, undergarment. 

Tympanie. 

L. tympanum, drum. 



U 

Uina. 

L. uina, elbow. 

Umbiiicus. 

L. umbiiicus, navel. 

Unciform. 

L. uncus, hook, -i- forma, shape. 

Uncinate. 

L. uncinatus, furnlshed wlth a hook. 

Uncus. 

L. uncus, hook. 

Unguai. 

L. unguis, claw, nall. 

Unipennate. 

L. unus, one, -i- penna, feather. 

Urachus. 

G. ouron, urlne, -i- eheo, 1 pour. 

Urea. 

G. ouron, urlne. 

Ureter. 

G. ouron, urlne, -i- tereo, to preserve. 

Urethra. 

G. ouethra, word Invented by Hlppoerates 


(c.460 B.C.). 

Urine. 

G. ouron, urlne. 

Urogenitai. 

G. ouron, urlne, -l- L. genitaiis, genltal. 
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Alphabetieal List ofTerms 


Drostyle. 

Uterus. 

Utriculus. 

Uvea. 

Uvula. 


G. oura, tail, + stylos, pillar. 

L. uterus, womb. 

L. utriculus, small skin or leather bottle. 
L. uva, grape. 

L. uva, grape. 


Vagina. 

Vagus. 

Valgus. 

Vallate. 

Vallecula. 

Valve. 

Valvula. 

Varus. 

Vas. 

Vascular. 

Vein. 

Velum. 

Venter. 

Ventral. 

Ventriele. 

Vermiform. 

Vermis. 

Vernix. 

Vertebra. 

Vertex. 

Vesiea. 

Vesiele. 

Vestibulum. 


V 

L. vagina, sheath. 

L. vagus, wandering. 

L. valgus, bow-legged (Genu valgus now 
means knoek-kneed). 

L. vallum, rampart, walled. 

L. dim. of vallus, fossa. 

L. valva, leaf of door. 

L. valvula, a little fold, valve. 

L. varus, knoek-kneed (term has beeome 
transposed, see Valgus). 

L. vas, vessel. 

L. vasculum, small vessel. 

L. vena, vein. 

L. velum, veil. 

L. venter, belly. 

L. venter, belly. 

L. ventriculus, little eavity, loculus. 

L. vermis, worm, + forma, shape. 

L. vermis, worm. 

L. vernatio, shedding of snake skin. 

L. vertebra, joint. 

L. vertex, whirl, whirlpool. 

L. vesiea, bladder. 

L. vesienia, a small bladder. 

L. vestibulum, entranee court. 
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Anatomieal Terms and their Derivation 


Vestige. 

L. vestigium, traee, footprint. 

Villus (pl. viiii). 

L. 

viiius, hair. 

Vincuia. 

L. 

vincuium, band, eord. 

Viseerai. 

L. 

viseera, entrails, bovvels. 

Viscus. 

L. 

viscus, internal organ. 

Viteiiine. 

L. 

viteiius, yolk of egg. 

Viteiius. 

L. 

viteiius, little ealf (beeame transferred to 
yolk of egg by Celsus e. 10 A.D.). 

Vitreus, vitreous. 

L. 

vitreus, of glass; henee, transparent. 

Viviparous. 

L. 

vivus, living, + parere, to beget. 

Voiar. 

L. 

voia, palm of hand. 

Voivuius. 

L. 

voivuius, tvvisted. 

Vomer. 

L. 

vomer, ploughshare. 

Vortieosae. 

L. 

vertex, vvhirl, vvhirlpool. 

Vuiva. 

L. 

voiva, eover. 



X 

Xanthoderm. 

Xiphoid. 

G. xanthos, yellovv, + dermos, skin. 

G. xiphos, svvord, + eidos, shape, likeness 



Z 

Zona. 

L. zona, belt, girdle. 

Zonuia. 

L. dim. of zona, belt, girdle. 

Zygapophysis. 

G. zygon, yoke, + apophysis, proeess of a 


bone. 

Zygoma. 

G. zygoma, yoke. 

Zygomatie. 

G. zygoma, yoke. 

Zygote. 

G. zygoein, to yoke together. 
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